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INDUSTRIALTZATION & FAMILY STRUCTURE
IN HONG KONG

Previous Studies c¢f the Problem

Industrialization has been a predominant trend of social
change in the modernization process of most major societies over
the last two centuries. VWherever it is introduced; it begins
wvithh the creation of a technological revolution which makes it
possible for sweeping changes to take place in the pattern of
production as well as the whole economic structure. Its impact
and repercussion is then disseminated and received by various
interrelated social systems which in turn undergo fundamental
changes in their respective structures. For the present study,
the relationship between industrialization and the family system
is of particular concern and will be analyzed and interpreted

with the available, relevant data.

To begin with, a brief look of several major related
studies may serve as an orientation to the existing theoretical
propositions and empirical verification in connec¢tion with the

studied problem. In his General Fconomic History, Max Weber spoke

of the existence of a functionally interdependent relationship

¥ The author wishes to thank the Social Research Centre of the
Chinese University of Hong Keong and its staff for the use of
some of the data from its fertility research project and some
technical assistance.



between industirialization and the nuclear family. He pointed

out clearly that changes in the family are a function of its
changing economic position which, in turn, is a function of the
changing society as a result of the industrial revolution (1927
111, trans, Knight). In the same veln, Ogburn found that, under
the impace of rapid technological and soclal changes,; the family
has experienced a process of defunctionalization, i.e., from its
previous multifunctional form with economic, educational, recrsa-
tional, religious and protective functions to its present dual-

ctionsa

o

functionzl form with only affective and reproductive fu
This is also accompanied by structural changes of the family in
the power relations between the sexes =nd between the generations,

in the role of women, and in the pattern of child rearing and

¢

supervision. In addition, these functional and structural changes
of the family system are believed to be factors leading eventually

to its disorganization (1928, 193k and 1955).

Following this line of thirking, Parsons stated that,
along with a general trend toward differentiation in the develop-
ment of industrial society which means mainly the increasing
specialization of social units, the American nuclear family has
become structurally isolated to a considerable extent. This can
be seen in the residential and economic aspects of the family,
s0 that "the members of the nuclear family, consisting of parents

and their still dependent children, ordinarily occupy A separate

dwelling not shared with members of the family of crientation of



either spouse, and ... this household is in the typical case
economically independent, subsisting in the first instance from
the occupational earnings of the husband-father" (1955: 10).

This isolated nuclear family, according to him, is especially
capable of sa£isfying the needs of the industrial system for
social and geographical mobility. But, unlike Ogburn, he inter-
prets this form of family as a result of the functional special-
ization of the family rather than its defunctionalization and
disintegration. Thus, as he succinctly puts it, "tﬂe family is
more specizlized than before, but not in any general sense less
important, because the society is dependent exclusively on it
for the performance of certain of its vital functions" (1955:9-10),
i.2., those of chile socialization and emotional support and

affectior belween spouses.

The relationship between industrializstion and the family
has further been examined in cross-cultural settings, and their
associztion has been confirmed in studies of the Ehinese‘family
o5 well as family studies in several other soclieties. ﬁlga Lang,

in her Chinese Family and Society, reported that industrializatiom,

coupled with Westernization, is the major cause of the breakdown
of the traditional Chinese family system. It operates to acce-
lerate the disintegration of the old self-sufficient agricultural.
econory, deprive the family of its function as a productive unit,

and upset the role structure of the whole family; Moreaver, in



the industrial cities where the impact of industrialization is
much stronger, the ideal and the partisl practice of an extended
family which was formerly prevalent among tﬁe’upper social
classes is now fePIQéeétby the widespread adoption of a conjugal
family among all Euciél'classes (194%8). TIn alsimilar.sfudy,
Levy peinted out that inﬁuétrializatian and the traditiu;al
Chinese kinship stfuctUre_afe_incampatiblﬂ_simply because
"modern  industry and the 'traditional! family are mutually sub-
versive. The introductioﬁ'cf modern iniusﬁfy iz the first gen= :
uine threat to the stability of the "traditional' Chinese family,!
and the nepotism fostered by the 'traditional! Chinese family is |
one of the grestest Ebétaﬁles to an efficient industrial system"
(1949:354). Hence, the rise of industrialization in China is
held responsivdle for disrupting ierVQcﬁbiﬁfits traditional
femily structure on the one hand, and paving the way fcr-the
practice of a simple conjugal family unit of the West on the

other (1945:38L-365),

inglly, in his recent cross-cultural study, Goode

analyzed family data ébilecteﬂ in several societies such as the
dest, Arabic Islam, Sub-Saharan Africa, "Izndia, CHina and Japan
over the past fifty years (1963). 0On the baris of these data,

he concluded that, where socicties are moving toward industrial-

ization ana ﬁrbanizatiogl?"the alteration ;ﬁeﬁs f; h; in the
direction of some tyﬁe'of conjugal family pattern - that is,
toward fewer'kinship'ties ﬁith di=stant relativeé and a greater
enpiasis on the 'nuclear! family unit of couple and children"

{igé3:1),




Tﬁecretical Framework

The construction of a.theoretical frameﬁqu for the pre-
sent study is now in crder-su as to guide aéd faciliqate tha
analysis and interpretation of the collected data. Before doing
S50, the two major concepts of the study, i.é., i#ﬂustri;}izatian
and family stfucﬁure, have to be operationalized so that a theo-
ization of the relaﬁiﬁnship between these two variables may -
ecamelﬁﬁssible and practié;hle, . The concept 6f industrialization
tas heen generaliy defined as.”the process of technological deve-
lopment by the use of applied sci;nce, characterized by the
expansion of 1argé-scale-prnduction with.the use of power machinery,
for a wide market for both producer's and consumer's goods, by
means of a specialized working force with divisien of labor, the
wiole accompanied by acceleration of urbanization" (Lumpkin,
1962:155).. Or, more specifically, the extent of industrialization
of a society can be measured i; terms of such criteris as the
level of technological sophistication, the diversification of the
industry, .the rate of industrial employment, the volume and value
of manufactured goods, the. number and size of industrial labor
unions, the amount of gross national product, and the national

as ygll as per capita income.



Furthermore, the complex of industrialization can be
viewed in terms of its effects upon the family system and the
processes througn which changes in family behavior take place.
In a recent study of a comparable problem, an index of urban
industrialization has been devised to include several elements
of the industrial system, such as the spread of modern education,
demand for economic independence, decision on the ¢hoice of
occupation, merit occupational placement and promotion, emphasis
on occupational career, fulfillment of occupational goal, occu-
pational mobility and employment of married women, which have
been found to be highly correlated among thanselves as well as

with the total index industrialization (Wong, 1972¢:141-142).

ThF concept of family structure--may be divided ‘into two
parts: one is a family which is defined as a basic kinship unit
with two or more persons living together who are related to ‘each
other by blood, marriage, or-adoption; the other is the structure
of a fanily which means the pattern of interrelated statuses and
roles found in a family at a particular time and constituting a
relatively stable set of social relations. Thé family structure
is further viewed 2s a social 'system or subsystem which is made
up of two sets of constituents, i.e., structural attributes and
functional processes. The structural attributes of a family
system may consist of family composition in terms of numerical

size and age, sex and generation distribution, form of marriage,



descent pattern, rule of locality, power relations and value
system, whereas its functional processes may dinclude reproduction,
biological maintenance, socialization, emotional sustenance and
status placement. All these structural and functional components

serve to define and describe the nature of the family system.

The structure of a family varies among different families
and is therefore categorized into several types of family. For
the present study, a common classification of family types is used.
These types of family and their respective operational definitions
are given below for reference:

a) Nuclear: Consists of a married couple with or without
unmarried children, and with or without vnmarried relatives or
single married relatives.

b) Stem: Consists of a married couple with unmarried
children and one or both parents of the husband, and with or with-
out unmarried relatives or single married relatives.

¢c) Joint: Consists of a married couple with or without
uomarried children, and at least one married brother/sister and
his/her family of the husband or wifea

d) Stem-Joint: Consists of a married couple with un-
married children and one or both parents of the husband, with at
least one married brother/sister and his/her family of the husbangd
°r wife, and with or without unmarried relatives or single married

relatives.



¢) Other Extended: Consists of miscellaneous groups of

relatives who are either married or unmarried.

The relationship between industrialization and family
structure is to be analyzed by means of the functional approach.
There is indeed no simple cause~and-effect relationship between
these two variables, as has bgen pointed ocut that “certaiﬁly, at
present, no one has preclsely stated or proved any set of deter-
minate relations between industrialization and variations in
family systems" (Goode, 1968:64). VWhat the social scientists
have been able to conclude from both theoretical postulation and
empirical findings is that there is evidently a positive correla-
tion of industrialization and the practice of a nuclear family
system. From the functional perspective, this association of
industrialization with the nuclear family is conceived as one of
functional interdependence rather than unilateral determinism.
Thus, the rise of industrialization creates various social con-
ditions, such as emphasis on individual achievement,; functional
specificity and universalistic evaluation, merit occupational
placement and promotion, social and geographical mobility and
individual responsibility and economic independence, which operate
in one way or another to disrupt the already weakened traditional
kinship structure on the one hand, and facilitate the widespread
adoption of the independent nuclear family on the other. In

return, the nuclear family system also serves to affect the



development of industrialization. Its structural isolatsdness,
as characterized by residential and economic independence and
freedom from kin contrel and intervention, is geared to meet the
requirements of the modern industrial system, and is therefore

capable of expediting the growth of industrizlism.

The Development of Industrizlization

Industrialization in Hong Kong is conceived as a city-
wide movement of industrial development, or s synonymous with
the rise of industrial revolution in other countries. It is a
major process of social change not only directly in the techno-
logical and industrial structure of the local soclety, but also
indirectly in its other social subsystems such as the value sys-
tem, economy, polity and the community. Industrialization in
flong Kong has gone through a process of development, and, for.

cmpirical as well as analytical relevancy, is divided into three

phases of development as glven below for discussion.

Pre-Industrialization

Before its occupation by the British in 1841, Hong Kong
was a small neglected, rugged island with a population of a few
thousand Chinese fishermen and peasants. Tnence, a process of
rapid social change took place, dramaticslly shaping it into a

fetropolitan city within the period of about = century.
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This was caused by a series of soclal forces. First was the

incessant immigration movement which brought along a large number

of Chinese people from the surrounding areas in Mainland China,

<

as well as thousands of E

o

ropean and other Asian immigrants.

With them came thelr respective cultures which were brought into
contact with each other and molded to form a unigue mixed East-
West culture through a process of cultural cross-fertilization.
Then the processes of commercialization and urbanization occurred.
From the beginning it was made a trading port which was later
expanded into a commercizl center by providing various services

like shipping, banking, insurance snd trading, and serving a
widespread market network of China, South East Asia, America and
Burope. In order to meet with the needs resulted from the growth
of 1ts economy and the tremendous increasce in population, there

(v

was developed a variety of urban facilities and services including

ot

housing, utilities, communication and transportation, education,
recreation, and medical and welfare care. Finally, its industry
was developed so as to keep pace with a world-wide trend of
industrialization. This was necessary not only to satisfy its

industrial demands but also to mzintain its viable position in

the world economy.

For the first hundred years in Hong Kong history, industry
was only playing a minor role. The early industries were scattered
and on a small scale; and consisted of various forms of services

in connection with the development of the port. The earliest



industry was ship-building and ship-repairing. The first vessel
built, namely, the eighty-ton Celestial, was launched in 1843,
and a small slip-way capable of taking a ship of around 300 tons
was constructed in the following year. After that, there was
further expansion in ship-building enterprise, and a:yhole new
industry of refitting and supplying ships was established.
Towards the end of the nineteenth century, other industries,

such as the manufacturing of matches, soap, sugar, rope and

cement, were also developed.

During the early years of the twentieth century, various
new industries were given a trial. A 55;000~spindle cotton mill
was started, but was later closed down because of the damaging
hamidity of the climate and stiff campetition. This was follewed

by the manufacture of rattan-ware and the knitting of cotton

=

singlets and vests which were soon flourishing, and flour mills
and shell-button factories alse prospered for a time. Then the
First World War came, and; as a result, deprived the Colony of
the supply of imported foreign goods. This served to encourage
the development of several light dindustries in Hong Kong., The
Most important industries, in terms of the export market, werve
those of slectric batteries and flash-lights, rubber footwear and
¢anned goods, which were consecutively established in the 19203,
tnamelware, electro-plating, rachinery, tobacco zand motion

Plcture industr es began operating during the depression decade.
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In addition, there were hundreds of 'cottage’ industries which
made evebything from wood and ilvory carvings to musical' instru-
ments} jade, coffins, toys, beadwork, lanterns and silk~covered

dragons.

The varieties of industries, established between the First
World VWar and the seéizure of the‘Colony by the Japanese in 19&1,
were very significant because‘ﬁf fhe fact that‘ﬁhey became fore-
runners of the induétrial develoﬁmegt in Hong Kong'after the
Second World War. The growth of these light industries was mov-
ing at a rapid pace, and by 1940 there were some 800 factories in

the city, with about 30,000 workers (Szczepanik, 1958: 13L4~135),

Ezrly Industriaslization

The industrial revolution in Hong Kéng took plaoe‘during
the first post-war decade, 1945-55. In the first two years
immediately after the Second World War, the city was filled with
Ceall sorts~of’activities aiming at .resuming its previous viable
position in the economic world. Var damagés'of its physical
structure were repaired or replaced with new construction and
equipments. The bulk of its population who fled to the Hainland
of China during the Japanese occupation began to return. Trade
connections were re-established and strengthened. Furthermore,
manufacturing industries were re~activated to produce consumer
goods which were in acute shortage throughout South-East Asia.
A1l these efforts of reconstruction helped to prepare the ground

for the major take-off in industrial prowth.
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The rise of indUStrialiZatioh*was made possible as a
result of two cwucial political events aréuﬁd the Coiony; One
was the refolutionéry'take~over of China in 1949 bj the Communist
regime which caugéd a gféat wave of refuéees to cross the‘boraer
into Hong Kong and bring along with them the necessary resources
of new l;bor, capifal, and technical skill and experiencé for
industrigl development. The other was the outbréak of thé Korean
War and the following Uﬁiféd Nations Eﬁbargo on trade in strate-
gic articles with China in 1951, whi.ch constituted a heavy blow
to the importaﬁt trading role of the city =nd forced it to turn
to the developmént ofvvarious industries in order to compensate
for its economié losses in trade. These events becanme ?he major

forces which provided for and speeded up the process of indus-

The inﬁuétrial growth of Héng Korz during the period of
1947-51 can be viéwed in terms of nationzl income and other
relevant magﬁifudes, In 19h7~&8, the net 2omestic product (at
factor oosﬁj‘df”thé Colony was approximstaly equal to HKﬁf,éOO

million, By 1950-51, it increased to absut £2,800 million.

Thus, during the four years the nominal

©

:mestic product was
augmented by about 75 percent, indicating 2n average rate of

» The rate of growth

growth almost equal to 19 percent per ann
in real terms amounted to Lh percent over four years, or an

average of 11 per cent per year, which wzz regarded as a
N Kl . M ! .

Femarkable rate of economic growth (Szozepanik, 1958:138) .
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In 1953-5 5; the economy of Hong hon& was characterized by
s further upswing in industrial activities on the one hand and a
low level of entrepot trade on the other, The industrial found~
ation of the city was further gtrengthened and widened, and a
substantial increase in the export of local products was revealed.
The net domeSElC product of the Colony in 195L-~55 was estimated.
:to feach about ﬁ},'OO million, of which one-third was derived

from manufacturing industry. The domestic output per capita
g I

[0

amounted to approximately #1,600 psr yeazr, belng ohe of the
highest in the Far Bast. Other significant indications of growth

included the incresse in real capital formation from %234 million

»

in 195) SB to 5318 million in 1954-55, and the increase of the
Government's revenue from #3907 to %434 million for the same

period (Szczepanik, 1958:139-140).

Thg extent of industrialization in Hong Kong during the
first post-war decade may alsc be measured in terms.of other
indices of growth. The number of registered and recorded fac-
tories and workshops and the size oi employment, excluding
unregistefed in@ustrial establishments end domestic workers,

of 100, the

i)

had more than doubled{ or, takingv1948 as o base
index number of factories by 1956 increased to 253 and that of
industrial employment to 226. The lines of manufacture multi-
plied, and there was a shift in the relative importance of,

various 1ndug rles, l.c., the 'old' industries like ship-building

and ship~ reflttlng declined and 'new' industries including textile



-
\n

4

and metal products gained in jwmportance. The.employment in manu-

[

facturing industry also expanded to become the main source of
employment, with a total of about 230,000 workers or approximately

30 percent of ‘the total gainfully employed population.

Finally, there was an enormous increase in the volume
and value of exports of locally maﬁuféctured goods° In 1947,
these exports formed only 10 percent of the city's total exports.
This figure rose to 25 percent in 1852 and ta 30 percent in 1953,
and remained at this level throughout 1954 and 1955, vTotal -
exports of Hong Kong products amounted to about UsS#122 million
in 1953, to $117.6 million in 1954, and to %126 million, in 1955.
fextiles was the leading item, constituting approximately 60
ercent of the total value of loczlly manufactured goods.
Aree other dmportant items were footwaar, enamelware and

electric torches.

Toward Advanced Industrialization

Pollowing the first post—w&r decade which witnessed the
rapid.rise of industrialization in Hong Kong, the succeeding
Jears from 1956 onwards have been marked by an even more specta=
cular rate of industrial growth. This is very much_facilitated
by the existine advantageous conditions which the city haszeyer4
since enjoyed, It . is sndowed with an excellent natural harbor

nic-routes and

o)

which is situated at a cross-road of.major oce
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therefore has essy anccess 1o a world-wide market. It is equipped

thh the ba

F

v/ i¢c conditions for economic development, such as an
5 Y

—

9]

unlimited supply of cheap labor, the needed capital gathere

from both fore and loca2l sources, and ingenicus

n, other related conditions like

e. capitelism, an efficient system
of banking, insurance and shipping services, low tariff rate and
trained managemenrt, are 211 at work to bring about the present

rate of industrizl growth.

Bvidently, the economy of Hong Kong has been heading

toward a more advancs
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Again,- the

i
extent of current industrialization i% measurad in terms of
national income =nd other relevant indicators. The nationzl
characterized as its net domestic product,

income of Hong Kong,

has increased from HK#3,%00 willion in 11955, with one-third of

in 1965, of which

sed by exports of locally manufacturel

products, and the annual rote of growth is maintained at eight
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percent. In
to #318 million, but in 1965 foreign investment alone brings in

a capital of $1,300 million, or 20 percent of its national income

o

(Smith, 1966: 17-20). HMoreover, another indication of Hong Kong’
K 3 ) =

)

economic prosperity is the dincrease of the government’'s revenue



from $455 million in 1956, to #1,518 million in 1965, and to

§3,071 million in 1971.

Under the impact of rapid industrialization, the number
ol industrial undertakings, or individually registered and
-

recorded manufacturers, has risen from 3,219 in 1956, to 9,002

in 1965, and to.19,402 in December, 1971.. These figures do nof

=

include unregistered 'factories' which consist of hundreds of
family concerns or job-working units doing garment finishing and
other rush work for the big firms. Parallel ith the expansiqn
of industrizl undertakings is the increase in the variety of the
lines of manufacture and in the volume of products of most indus-
tries, and the accompanying shift in the relative importance of
those respective industries, mployment in manufdcturing indus-
tries has grown in both size and relative importance. The %fotal
indusﬁriql employment in 195k consisis of about 230,000 laborers,
or about BQﬁpercent of the estimated total labor force in the
Colony, buﬁ has risen to over 500,000 or slightly over one-third
of itg total:employment in 1965 and to 605,367 or over %3 percent
of thé labor forcebin 1971; vin addifion,.there is‘also én éxpag_
sion in labor unions and their membership. The number of'labér

L &L

“nlons has increased from 232 in ﬁ956, to 239 in 1965, and to 276

1971, and the size of their membership has expanded from a

)

o

5

otal of 150,246 repistered unionists in 1365 to that of 197,529
beople in 1971 (Hong Kong: Reports for the Years 1956, 1965 and

1971),
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The economy of Hong Kong is based on free trade. n the

2
one hand, it relies mainlyvon the imﬁort of row materiais for
the making of industrial goods, andy on the other, its locally
manufactured products are mostly exported rather than sold in
the domestic market. As a rasult, wages and costs in the Colony
are determined by uorld‘economic‘situationa However, in Efite>

of rapid industrializotion, inflation has been relatively slight;

1961

the index has increased only 22 points between 1947 and

.

(Gleason, 1963: 134). There has been = marked increase in wages

N
] <

iving. Taking 195% as a base of
I3

=

and some advance in the cost of

N

100, the index of wage rates has risen to 1973 in 1965, with an
increase of =zpproximately 52 percent in real wages, wheress the

cost of living has increased from an index of 400 to one of 11k

during the same period (Smith, 1966: 16-17). In recent years,

T3

the cost of living has-risen more rapidly, with an increase of
some 25 percent since 1966, but there has still been an evident
rise in real dncomes and a trend toward e more equal distribution
of income;  While incomes ore usually very unegual, the estimated
averzge annuzl income has risen from HK$1,600 per capita in 1955,
to #2,250 in 1965, 'and to 4,200 in 196%, which is among the

bighest in Asia.

Today Hong Kong has become a more matured industrial

society. It has borrowed from outside the necessary technology,

.

machinery and natural resources which are complemented and
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facilitated by a full utilization of its own economic Tesources.
It is equipped with a most adaptable work organization which is

capable of making the best use of its available resources for

industrial development; and has proved its efficiency by+having
survived all the past international and local, economic:crisess

Furthermore, it has increasingly adopted a value system which is

peared to meet most rationalistic requirements of industrialism,
such as emphasis on cost-~benefit calculation, individual achieve-

ment and accountability, universalistic evaluation, functional

PR Y

x

specificity and affective neutrality. Thus, in recent years,,

o

fiong Kong's domestic exports has expanded remarkably, or at a

raote of 17.4 percent in 1970 and an average annual growth -rate of

3.8 percent during the decade, which are matched by very few

developing countries. By 1970, Hong Kong is 21ready listed-

umong the top 10 trading countries of the world in terms of
value of exports per capita and eighteenth in absolute terms

song the 85 countries with larger papulatiors in the world

{Hong Kong: Report for the Year 1971:12).



e Changing Fumily
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structure in Hong Kong has

The family
sktuntion throuzhout the ;3£t contury. It swings fron one
wnother as dictuted by the stige of zocic-sconomic @hénras in which
it exdsts (Morg, 2972a:13-15), VWhenever the goclo-scozemic
trocture is disrupted and transformed, the family system is seen
to wndergo changes in its basic structure os well as its anCLiohal
precesses in order to maintain its adaptable viability. Thus, the
ned a single stable structure persisting over a
veral forms of

family has not

long period of finme,

structure througnout the process of its histo

For the present study, these Variéuc forme of the family structure
into three major forms which are

are summed up

described below.

Broken Extended Family

system in the early years of the Hong Kong
two significant

orary,

The Tenp

Th{:‘ ari i.b’,
of an extended type qualified by
and brokennes The

arly families

history was
rariness E88.
czme to the city

features - tempor
were composed mainly of Chinese immisgrants who
| and villages in Mainland China as a
On the one

irom the neighboring towns
pull and push factors.

several

natural outcome o
hznd, Hong Kong was a very attractive place to these people

5 known to provide awnle sconomic opportunities,

because it wa
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convenient urban services and facllities, political security and

U
)_J
f.-l-
3
(o)
bt
i
w
-
i
frad
=
[0
[0}
,-‘_‘

frecdom, and vital.living envirvonment -with an apr
flavor. On the other hand, they were sort of driven out of their
native town simply because.of the poor living.gltuation there,

which wos the result of econowic backwardness, .social inequality,

political dnsccurity, and wars and disasters. Howsver, mosgt of

these immigrants were still tied to a traditionalistic Chinese
sulture and held strong sentiments for their native villages and-

4

families, but meanwhile they were even more. fascinated by the
cconomic opportunities and rewards oavailable in this rapidly
dcveloping cdty. So the resulting compromise was that they would

come over and settle themselves down for a relatively short stay,

the length of. which was to depend on how well and how fast %h y

were able to. take advantage of these economic opportunities.
As poon as they had accumulated sufficient savings and wealth
“hrough trading activities or the taking of a job, they would
‘hen return to their native places and enjoy the fruit of their

coconomlc endeavor with their Tamily -members and relatives through-

out their retl ing years.

As these im mLurant only planned for a temporary settle-
fient and aimed at a short-term economic znal, they o g nized

o~

elr families and households sceordingly. As a result, their

T
D"

family structure wns predominantly of an ext exued the, but

With only an incomplete membership (OMDoslTlona In other words,



it was an adjunct family and fOrmed'only pgrt of the:éxfehdeé
family structure which was maintained and ope;afing iQ their'
home. towns. Hence; the typical immigrant family was composed 6f
a few men in their'pzéduotive age, who lived around the nucleus
of a:single couple or all by"them"selv‘eés° ‘It included several
combinations of family composition like parent(s) with married
and unmarried adult sons, or parent(s) with édult'sonslénd'j |
married brother, or married uncle and adult n phews, or several
married and unmarried brothers living togéther, 4nd there were
often one or more relatives or-friends living in for a éhorfhof
longer period of time. The family was‘BasiCally patriliﬂeal gnd
pat{}archal, withfﬁoweriand décisibn¥makiﬁg vested in the hands
of the senior male member-and a pattern of labor division with
the husband tending external tasks and the wife internéi tdéks,
or 11 tasks mixed and shared aﬁbﬁg the teamed male members.

As it was only a partial family and its members were full& engaged
in economic activities, it held in daily pra ctice only a simple
pattern of traditions, values, rituals and éustoms;' On the other
hand, it tended to maintaln a close and frecuent connection‘with
the extended system back home., It had to regu1§rly send money to
be useé for the living and educating expenses Qf the extended kin
and the up keep of famlly property and ancestral temple and wor-
ship. It was supposbd to qblde by the cxtended fam11y s tradwtlons‘

and rules in controlllng and d1501plining its members as well as
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in memorizing and worshipping its deceased lelderss  On major
family occasions and celebrations, the local members vere obli-
gnted and in fact often did go back ‘to theif’eriginal'hbme to pay
thelr tribute to both the deceased -and living elders and refresh

their relations with all the kinsmen.

The idea of a temporary family eomposed of a,few econo-
icnlly active males was propagated and accepted among the Chinese

lmnibrnntb throughout the rest of the 19th century and tne early
part of the 1ollow1ng century. The influx of migrants seemed to
o on t“dleosly, only with 1ts speea and Qagnltude fTuctuatlng
in rLepon se to the v101ssltude of the social 81tqat;on;;n_the
Hwinland of Chlqa, and many of them held on to this idea in
arranging and etructurlng‘thelr families. As ; resﬁlt the
population of the city_increesed repidly,~amounting close to
Kalf oa million Just befofe the‘First World War, but it remained

transient and unstable in nature.

)

e Settled Stem.Family

The structure of .the Hong Kong famllj was going through
some change with the rapld socio~economic expaﬁslon “and population
growth of the local 3001etJ as well as the pOllthal and social
changes in China throughout the first half of the 20th century.
Before Lhe turn of the century the Colony succeeded in obtaining
from China a sbacioue peeinsula,vlater cal]ed howloon and the

.lew Terrltorles, and over two hundred surroundlng islands, which



proved to be invaluable and vital for societal developmen=.
Itsﬁeconomy grew both in size apd.dimensions, offering excelil znt
pppéftunities fo ambitiéus peop}e at all levels of skill =znd

from various social strata. With geographical and econcmic
ekpénsion, it was able to draw and accommodate continuous

streams of immigranfs from over the border. On the other hezd,
China;itsélf waé blaguéd'ali these years with internal =zzd
international wars including parﬁicularly the Republicisn revo=-
lutions, the Nationalist-Communist struggle, the Japanese
invasion and the Communist tage—over, and the ensuing social and
economic problems throughout the ooﬁntrya'.The situation became
clear to -the immigrant families that, while it was not only
socially unfavorable but also:politically impossible for them

to return to their native hoﬁé; the éption was for them to settle
down and make the best of the local conditions. Thus, especially
:during:the‘latter years, the immigrants poured into the city with
a definite plan to stay for long and establish at least their
immediate families. Consequently, the population became ore

settled and stable as it rose to an estimated total of 1, £00, 000

before the Second_World.Wan and that of over two million iIn 1851,

o *The‘immigfaﬂt families began to settle down and build
their home here. Instead of sending money to feed their imame-
diate' kin in the native town, they invested it in the loeczl

business and sent for them to join the local family. Thess
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people who.were. of marriageable age were now to marry. and join
their parents' family or establish their own family locally,
rather than return and get married in their native village and
come back alone to pursue their economic activities here. As a
result, the prevalent type of family was a -stem family with a
stable composition. It was a single-trunk, three-generation
family on the paternal side, and consisted of members like the
parents, their married son and daughter-in-law and grand-children,
or the couple and unmarrisd children, plus their 'parent(s), with
occasionally one or more close felatives living under the‘saﬁe
roof. It was still patriarchal, not in a absolute sense, bﬁt

allowing the father to assume decision-making power on family

olicies and affairs. It was also patrilineal as the inheritance

s

of the family name, property and socilal status followed the male
line. It was generally patrilocsl, with the newly married couple

ather's home for = long or shorter period of time.

=y

living in the
In the case where the father had more than one married son, then
the other sons were 2llowed to organize their own nuclear families.
The stem_?amilj still took care of such functions as economic
cooperation, the placeﬁenf of social status, reprodﬁction; ana

partially education, protection and ancestral worship.

The local stem family was an independeﬁt unit, not an

adjunct part of the ofiginal extended familya‘ Its members had

less contacts and visits with their extended kinsmen in the

village, thereby reducing their mutual rights and obigations.



Instead, they began to strengthen their;félatibnship with the’
local relatives ihréugh mutual visits and exchangé of gifts and
favor, and partioip‘até in the activities and functions of their
local clan andAvillage associations. Because there was not
’sufficient time for iﬁs'pattefns cf traditions and customs to be
evolVéd, the values and fituals of the stem‘family'hqd to be
borroﬁéd éﬁé'itsbpafte;ﬁs.bf kinéhip réiaéioﬁs to be imitated
from those of the extended system. Moreover, as the local socio-
economi. c éfructﬁre was undergoing tréméndous change at‘a high
speed, it was not aliowed fd'develop any' structural patterns
typical of its own, but had to try to be adaptéble to rapid
changes in other major social subsystems. Thus, the stem system
waslaesfined to be oniy:a transitionalvstrucﬁﬁré, being hurried

through from its old form and into a new form.

Toward the Small Muclear Family
The 1950's is a critical decade in which the economy of

‘Hong Kong undergoes an enormous shift in its form and direction

of development, i.e., toward an industrial economy. As a result,

the family system has to make adaptable changes in its structure

and functions in order to maintain its viability in a new socio-

)

+
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economic environment. These changes converge in bringiag about

some variant of a nuclear family (Cf. Goode, 1963: 1-2). As it

begins to emerge, the new family system is a small nuclear unit

consisting of parents and their own and adopted children. It is

2¢



ideslly equalitarian, but male~centered in practice, as'the huge-
band still wields more deciston-making power and sons are more
fﬁvoredn Tt 35 meant to be bilineal as both sons and daughters

nre entitled to the inheritance of family rights and property,

but the former usually enjoy a larger share than the latter and
sarried daughters are not given anything at all. It is mostly
neolocal, because grown-up children often establish their own

home alter marfiagen It is becoming an independent structure,

with family policies and affairs maiﬁly determined %y’itsxown
neabers and with decreasing interference froﬁ its kinfolk. As

to lts functional processes, it is‘turned into an - -economic con-
iumption unit as its members share a common budget and have their
busic living expenses charged, to the same account.. The parents
tend to leave more of the responsibilities in teaching and dis-
ciplining childfén to school teachers because they are increasingly
enigaged in economic and social activities. Personal and property
security is taken care of by the law and -order institutions of

the society, and reliéious and reereational needs are‘satiéfied

by the formal, specialized organizatiqns goncernedp_ However, iﬁ
still provides child ;are as well as emotional support to its

members, and remains the sole reproductive center for the soclety.

During thie.decade of the 1960’'s, the Colony has virtually
become one of the most mature induéfrial cities in Asia. Given

the associational pattern of industrialism and the family system,
oy .



it is to be expegted that the increased industrialization of the
city will be accompanied by a further intensified practice of the
nuclear type which 1s found to be more suitable for the modern
industrial system. In other words, as there has already been
noted a beginning trend toward a small nuclear family in the
previous decade when industrialization began to be widely intro--
ducéd-intolthe city, the trend shoﬁld‘haVe strenéthened even
further to bring forth the nuclear system as z major type of

family now that it has become more industrialized.

Looking at Table 1, it is found that this expectation is

actually realized, As shown, the conjugal or nuclear family which

is found to be more adaptable to industrialism has become the

predominaﬁt type of family, being practised by nearly two~tﬁirds
of the Hong Kong familiesc The stem and the composite types of
family have decreased in importancg and are being acdopted by one-
fourth of all the'families° Furthérmore, the figures of Table 1
must be rea@ Qith caution becagse the classifipation of family
types used by Earnett does not correspond to the one gene?ally
used in the study of the Chinese family or adopted for the pre-
sent study in particular. TFor examples, referring to his defini-
tions of family types, Barnett's "conjugal family'" represents
only the complete nuclear family, and the "widowed family" can

in fact be redefined as anfincomélete.nuclear family. His "stem

.

family'" is only an incomplete stém family, whereas the complete



“ubie 18 Percentage Distribution of Family Types
Family Type . Percentage
Conjugal® 62.9
Stemb 12.2

.. ¢ :
Composite. 12.7
Widoweddv 7.1
Single ‘ 5.1

100, 0

Consists of family head and spouse, but no other
married couple and no widowed parents.

b- . . , .
Consists of family head, spouse and one widowed parent.

Cansists of £two or more married couples.,

G » 3 3 % . .

The family head is either a widow or widower.

Source: K.M.A. Barnett, The Census and You (Hong Kong:
The Government Press, 1961), p. 10

ctem family is included in the '"composite family" category which

ma¥y also include the joint family or

household of unrelated

Ay

families. Thus, by re-distributing the composite and the widowed
families in’ accordance with the usual classification scheme, both
the conjugal and the stem families would definitely increase, and
this would in turn change the overall distribution of family types

4

2mong the Hong Kong families esarly in the last decade.
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Enterihg into the present decade, industrialization in
Hong Kong has reached a far more advanced stage of--development
and has achieved even further in terms of the increased national
products as well as the improved living standard. Correspondinglyg
the local families havermoved towvard a prevalent practice of the
‘nuclear type; much more so than that as revealed in the 1960
Piiot Census. This is empirically confirmed, as can be seen)in

the following table.
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Table 2: Distribution of Families by Family Type

Family Type Number Percent

Nuclear ' . ... 1669 73,5
Single couple 159 7.0
Couple with unmarried children 1410 62

Couple with unmarried children and 63
unmarried relatives

~ Couple with unmarried children and -
single married relatives :

o
=
O

Stem » Shily

Couple with unmarried children and
one or both parents

389, 172,

Couple with unmarried children, one or -
. . s 6 6.0
both parents, and unmarried relatives

GCouple with unmarriedwchildren,'oneAQr
both parents, and’single married 19 0.8
relatives

Joint ‘ ) 10 0.k

Couple with or without unmarried children, ,
and.husband's married brother and his 5 0.2
family

Couple with or without unmarried children,
and husband's married sister and her family

Couple with or without unmarried children,
.and wife's married brother and his family

o
O
°

-

N

Stem-Joint - . ‘ 29 1.

|
|

Couple with unmarried children, one or
both parents, #@nd married sibling and 13 A 0.6
family o

Couple with married children and spouses, .
- . ' T 1 Ooo
and unmarried grant children

- Couple with one or both parents, married . e ‘O 5
“sibling and family, and unmarried siblings 7 )

—_—
-
O
v
\J

Other Extended

Others

=~
@]
N

Total 2270 100.0
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Source: This table and other following tebles are drawn
from 2 re-tabulation of the raw data collected
for C.Y¥. Choi.2nd K.C.-Chan,-'"The-Impasct. of-
Industrialization on Fertility in Hong Kong:

A Demographic, Social & Economic Analysis,"
Research Serials (Hong Kong: Social Research
Centre of the Chinese University of Hong

Kong, 1973).

-Table 2 shows that, among the general types of families
. y g g types 3

the nuclear family is the most prévaleﬁt'one, being practised by

in the city. The next mpst

9]

73.5 percent. of all the familie
common type is the stem family which is ndoptéé~by 24 percent of
these families. Taking these two types:of fdﬁilies together,
they account for an over-whelming majority, or exactly 97.5 per
cent, of the families, while a‘very small proportion of them are
spreadingvﬁhe joint, stem-joirt and other extended types. Of
the nuclear variants, the most popular unit i§ia familj which
consists of the husband and wife znd their unmarried children.
Yext in popularity is the single §ouple, and it ié quite likely
that most of these single couples will also have their.ch;ldren

in time, thus forming z typical nuclear family. The unpopular

nuclear units are those which consists of a merried couple with

unmarried children and either unmarried relatives 5r single
married relatives. Among the stem sub-types, the most common

.one is a family which i1s composed of the spouses, their unmarriedv
children, and or both parents mosély of the husband, and dincreas-

“dingly of theé wife. HNext in common is this same family unit plus
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unmarried relatives, and the least so is one with single married

relatives.

The type of a f@qil& is 'expected to cofrelate‘with its
size. The réason is obvious in that the typebof famil& structure
is commonly defined in terms of the lineal and latefai extension
of a family, which directly defe%mines ‘the possible nﬁmber of
persons to be included in the family. Generally, a nuclear
~family has a" smaller number of members than an extended oné;

as is confirmed in the table giv’;en;below°
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As shown in Table 3, the mgjority of the families under
study are fouﬁd to concentrate in the region from three to eight
persons per family, whereas only a s@all portion of them have a
family ofveither two persons or overieight peréonsg The ovgrall
37erage-family size is 5.81 persons, as compared to 4.59 in the
1971 Census. Thié compapison sﬁould be read with caution, as
the”difference of over oﬁe person iﬁ the average family size as
revealed in these”fwo sets of data cén gell be priained‘by the
fact'tﬁatlthe‘present sfudy has included only families of two or
more éeréons, thus resulting in an a?tificial increase of the
overall family éize which would have been raduced with the inclu-
siog éf singlé;ﬁéréon families (almost‘15 percent of the total
housenolds 1in tHe d??? Census oonéist of single—persbn households) .
Furtﬁef&ore, the various types of family vary in ther respective
famil} sizes inhthe predictgd dirjeétion° The nuclear family is
spialler in sizé, with an average of 5.34 persons, than any extended
tyﬁe, andbthe extended family types are lorgest for stem-joint
with 11.24% persons, next larggstvfor jpint with 10,10 éersons,
and smallest for stemzwithVQQQj persons. The otﬂer extéﬁded type
isia misceilénéous categéry wﬁich~inciudes all pémbinations of
broken extended‘kin groups and has therefore the smallest size of

5.97 persons.
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- In regard to the composition and nature of the family
structure, as is revealed iﬁ the unanalyzed data of a recent
study (Choi and Chan, 1973), the Hong Kong families are pri-
marily immigrant families. Most of the couéles have come from
the surrounding towns and villages in the Southeastern region of
. China or some cities and towns in éhe North; and only about one-
fifth'of them have been born lbcally;' Many of the$e>immigrants
have arrived in their childhood or youth, and have been brought

. . . ) . ’ N

up and socialized in the local culture. As the dominant ethnic
and dialect group of the city is tﬁé Cantonése,vthey have grown
up speaking native Cantonese and folldwing ﬁhe Caﬁtgnese folkways
_and customs. They have obtained théir edﬁcafion frém a variety
of scﬁool systems including the traditional tutorial, the‘mgdern
‘Anglo-Chinese and the modern Chinese, and are comﬁarqtively more
educated than their fellow pegple iﬁ China, with j9 ﬁercent of
them attending tutorial class, 37 percent priméry school, 26 per-
cent secondary school, 6 percent ?rgfessional college and univer-
sity, and only 8 percent remaining illitera(.:ee While a little
over one-third of them do not have a religious belief, the rest
all have held some kind of faitﬂ like 24 percent worshipping
traditional Chinese gods, 23 percent ancestors and gods, 9.per-

cent Buddha, and 8 percent Jesus Christ.



37

These people are presently engaged in various kinds of
industry énd business; including mainly manufécfuring industry,
public services; commerce, and tfanspbrtatién and communication.
As expectéd.in an industrial city, over half or 59 percent bf
them are industrial workers at different levels of skill, next
are the categories of whiteQCOllafs wifh 15 pefoent and execu-
tiyes‘aﬁd supervisors with 1L percent, and only a émall'portiod
of 3 percent are either general praféssiéhalsrlike'échobi.feaohers
and nurées or spegialist proféssiqnéis iike doétors; laQyérs and
enginéérsn As aArule, the husﬁand is the breadéarnef‘of his
family, aﬁd his monthly income raﬁges méihly from HK$600 to
$1, 200, wiﬁh an a;eraée income of'$8§? pef month for the whole
group (US$1 equals approximately to HK%B); ‘However, the family
has inéreasingly received supplementafy ihcdﬁk‘froﬁ‘thé wife and
grown;up children who are economically empioyea, thereby-réising
the average total family income.to 31,171”per month for all the
families. Qifh this evidentl? increasea family income, they have
enjoyé& an impfoved'living standard aﬁd»étyle. This is clearly
‘shown in their possession and use of many modern consumer goods
items, for example, over 60 ﬁercent of the families owning
telephone, refrigerator and television, about one-third using
transistor radio and washing machine, and a small portiog having
such luxuries as motor car, air-conditioner, vacuum cleaner and

dish-vwashing machine.



The Structare of-their family is baéically paternalistic,
bilineal and neolocal. The father is the headrdf ther family,
assuming major declsion-making power on family matters. He is
no longer an absolute patriarth, but has to exercise his power
in an indirect.way'throughuconsultation and persuasion. ©On the
other hand, the wife and children have enjoyed relatively more
perr than before, and have increaéihgiy clzimed their rights
by participating directly or indirectly in the decision-making
over family matters. This trend has been confirmed parti;ularly
among the middle-class and the lower-income Families. " Compar~
atively speaking, the former femilies are found to have accepted
and practised a pattern of increased equalitarianism between the
spouses and among the family members (Wong, 1972c: 142-143).

In the latter families, while the working mothers-are found to
have loosened thelr monopoly of the so-called feminine world at
home, they have participated more in the decision-making and
performing of the masculine tasks and therefore shared more
power and equality vis-a-vis their husbands, as compared with

the housewives (Wong, 1972b: 11-16).

The fémiiy is mainly bilineal because children»of both
seyes inherit from the father in tﬂe form.of educational appor»
tunity, the placement of sociai status, of even a direofiirans~
ference of family propegty and rights. ﬁowévér, paternal?féla~

tives are generally emphasized, and relations with them are
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maintained and strengthened more frequently and on a relatively.
permanent basis. The pattern of neolocal residence is widely
practised. Data from the present study show that; immediately
after their marriage, almost two-thirds of the young couples

have chosen to establish their own home, including 8 percent of
them doing so invqluntarily because of deceased parents, and only
about one-third stay at the husband's parents home for a while
or on a long-term basisy; not of their own wish, but to follow
social traditions. The practice of neolocality is aiso found in

1

the aforementioned studies. One signiflcant development in the)

o)

pr

Jt

.ctice of residence pattern is that, after these couples have
set up their own home, an increasing number of them or almost

0 percent, would fetch the wife's parent or parents to live with

'"as is

them, thus forming the so-czlled "matri-stem families,'
also found in another family study (Hong, 1970: 101-103). Thi§
practice‘is by no means originated from the old family traditions,
and must hove been =2ccepted because of practical necessities,
i.e., to pbtgin household help in child care and other routine
chores while ‘avoiding the conventional conflict between the

mother-in-law and the daughter~in-law if the former is included

in the household.
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Industrialization Correlates and Family Structure

In additioh to an analysis of the general relationship
between the~dévelopment of industrialization and the changing
family strﬁb%ure,'this éedtion‘is devoted to aﬁ'examination of
- the assdgiaﬁioﬁ of several specific industfiélizétion correlétes'
with thévlocai family gtructurea In fact, this aséociation has
been confirmed in various forms and ﬁo different extents in
previéus‘stﬁdies (Wong, 1972a and 19720§ Choi and Chan, 1973;
Hong, 1970; Mitchell, 1969)n In the following several'specific
hypotheses proﬁosing the aésociation'beEQeen theée two sets ofA
variables are to be presented and put to ﬁest;'éﬁd relevant data
willlge gathered and;tabulated in sﬁchaé fofm'és to allow the use
of aﬁproﬁriate‘st;tistical tééfs fdr their analysié éné.intér—

pretation.

Native Township and Family Structure

The first<correla£e of industrialization is thé native
township of a person. ft’is.commoﬁly Rnoﬁn that the patterns of
values aﬁdbbéliéfé, li&ing style and'éocio~economic énviroﬁmenf
of a modern metropolitan city are different from thosé 6? a
traditionalistic farming village, and that, consequently, a
person who grows up in the former would have a different sect of

traits, interests and outlook from that of one who is reared in



the latter. Accordingly,;the type of township in which a person
is socialized and brought ﬁp is believed to affect the extent of
his adaptability in a soclety in which he is to live and work in
his adulthoocd. Henc T”ﬁ;ﬁ%%%on would have less diffliculty in
azjusting to thg;requirements of industrialism if he had been
brought up and trained in an industrialistic ehvifonment,
Furthermore, it is assumed that the type of one's native township
will create certain personal and social conditions which would
exert some effect on how gne is to organize and shape one's
family when one is ready to establish it. Thus, Hypothesis I

is that the type of native township is related to that of family
structure so that the quclear family is more prevalently adopted
by those coming from‘a modern, large city background, whereas
the extended typ?svéré more'practiSed”byithose growing up in a
traditional vili;ge environment. The data for the testing ofv

this hypothesis are given as follows:
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Table 4: Percentage Distribution of Fami
of Native Township and by PFamily

- Other “Total
i)pe 0? Nuclear 8tem Joint St?m, Vo?i,ﬂ,g N ° o
Township Joint Exfendzd No. B
Large city 69.8 28.0 0.4 1.k G.2 918 ka.0
Small city 75.7 22.0 0.3 1.7 5.3 355 15.8
Marketing 81..1 16.8 0.0 1.0 .0 191 8.5
town :

Farming . 7 z)

< o ° o G.% o
village 75.6 22.1 0.6 1'0 w9 3h.7

No. 1654 539 10 29 11 22L3*

'l'Ot:ll g(; 7307 ZL}OO DQS 103 ()95 1(}000

Does not add up to the total of 2263 because of 20 families
in the "no answer! category.

X2 = 15:.31, df = 6, p« .05, when the "joint'", "stem-joint' and

"other extended" categories of family type are collapsed into
one category.

In Table 4, the native town of the male family head is
entered to stand for that of the family. It is divided into
two basic types: city and village. The difference between these
types is defined roughly in terms of the size of population,
general soclo~economic situations, the provision of social
services and facilities, and the kind of living standard and
style. BEach type is broken down‘ihﬁo‘two gategories, with
elther "large" or "small" city and either '"marketing town" or

"farming village" respéctively, and the difference between these
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categories is only a matbter of degree and amount on a scale com-
posed of these interrelated elements. Thus, looking back at the
table, the data do show that the type of native township is cor-
related with that of family strucﬁuré,'énd that. this correlation
is statistically significant. The hypothesis is therefore con-

firmed as predicted.

Modern Education and Family Structure

U

Modern education is also known to be correlated with the
rise of industriazlization. It is a process through which the
exlsting knowledge in science and technology, social facts and °

eliefs, and values and ideals is inculcated upon the learning

o

mind. As this knowledge is to a more or less extent oommensura{e‘
with the requirements of industrialism, it is therefore bglieved
to have facilitated the rise of modern urbanization and indus-
triaiizationa Modern education is further assumed to have played
an important role in bringing about changes in the family structure.
Through the introduction of modern ideals and values, it 535
inevitably cut-dated most elementé of traditionalism. It ha;
invalidated the practice of the traditional famiiy system and led
to the acceptance of a new nuclear family>strucﬁufe which is
found to be mocre suitable for the ﬁodern ihdﬁétrial society.

v
Hypothesis II then is that modern education is related to family

structure so that the nuclear family is associated with a highér

and more ‘formal education, and the extended types with a lower
? p
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and more traditional form of education. The data for this purpose

are presented as follows:

-3

‘able 5:° Percentage Distribution of Families by Male
Head's Education and by Family Type

Education of Nicles Stom Joint Stem-  Other Total
Male Head . weLear  wren - Joint Extended No. s
Posf- o . o ! = ] .
secondary 78,1 21.71 0.7 0.0 0.0 137 6%
Secondary 65,2 23,54 0.5 1.5 0.3 588 27,0
Primary 71.0 26.2  0.hb 1.8 0.7 Sul 38,7

Private- -
. 72 9.2 0, ¢ ° U ' L3 Ve
cutorinl 78.9 9.2 0.5 0.7 0.7 137 20.0
Tlliterate 79. 4 18.8 0.6 Tul 0.0 175 8.0
No. 1597 53k 0 29 11 2181*
Total o

% 73.2 2k.,5 0.5 1673 0.5 100.0

Does not add up to the total of 2263 because of 82 families
in the "no answer" category.

[AS]

X7 = 2i.32, af = 8, p« .01, when the "joint", "stem-joint' and
"other extended" categories of family type are collapsed into
one category.

In

)

able S, the education of the male family head is
taken to relate to his family structure. '~ Education here consists
basicallj of two types: one is the modern, formal education and
the other the traditional private-titorial onme. The Tormer is

divided into three levels including "post-secondary’ which means



b5

a two—op«three+jear course of %eacherwtraining9 nursing or tech-
nical: college, .or a four~year'university:educaﬂion and post-
graduateustudies;3“SeCOndary“ vith a regular five-or-six-year
programy.-and'prifhary’ with a regular six-year course. ‘The latter

comprises only one general 'category thch consis?s of a few
broad levels like advancéd,'ihtermediate‘and éleméntaryu The data
evidently show that, as pfédicted, tﬁé nuclear fémily is asso-
clated with a more formal and higher edﬁcation, as compared to
fhe extended types. This association is confirmed at'a very high

statistical significance level, and the hypothesis is therefore

strongly supported.

©

Occupation and Family Structure

A third correlate of industrialization is occupation,
In the modérn industrial -soclety, almost every =ble man is requifed
to take ﬁp an ocbupation which is primarily the assumption of a
post in soée induétrial or commercial enterprise and scldom the
starting of his own §u§inesso This occupation means a life carcer
of work fgr himéelf and provides the source of livelihood for his

The occupation of a person is believed to associate with

the type of family structure he has. In order to be qualified
for a post, he has to undergo a period of training; the more
specialized and higher level is his post, the more demanding and

time~consuming is hils training. As modern occupation has become

increasingly specialized and technical, peopls usually have to go



through a rather long and hard training to prepare for it.
This tends to delay their age at marriage and affect the time

and manner in which they will organize their family. Moreover
- - i . . - ,

o

ecach occupation has scme built-in conditions .or requirements,
such azs the timing and nature of work, the amount of remuneration

and other benefits, demand for geographical and social mobility,

and all kinds .of related sociazl activitiesy; zand- these requirements

J

have become rather dens

nding on its holder as well as his family.

To satisfy these requirements, he often has to organiza and shape

[

his family into a form which is consonant, or at-least not irn con-

flict, with them. Hence, success in one's occupation often means

¥

ane has the fortune of a family which is sm=aller in size and

simpler in structurc because it is wmore espable of accommodating

1
nere

i
-

I

g

or

(=2
t
rh

S

one's occupational requirements. Hypothesis

ct

- formulated to say that occupation is related to family structure
insomuch that the nuclear family is assoclated with higher levels

of occupation and the extended types of family with lower lcvels

ollows:

-3
w
&)
-

of occupation. '"he related data are tabulztsd
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Table 6: Percentage Distribution of Families by
Male Head's Occupation and by Family Type

Occupation Nuole r‘ Stem  Joint Stem-  Other - Total
of Male Head ar  ovem OBV goint Extended No. %
Professional 751 23.1 0.5 1.0 0.3 610 28,k
Executive & 21 é 27.0 0.9 0.9 0.0 118 5,5
administrator ° ° ’ ° : ’
Supervisor 75.5 22.9 0.3 0.6 0.6 335  15.6
White-collar 72,9 25.5 0.5 0.9 0.2 431 20.1
Salesman 79.4 18.2 0.5 1.9 0.0 214 10,0
Skilled
Laborar 69.4 26.0 0.6 3.2 0.9 346 1641
Semi-skilled 5 5 L
& unskilled 60.9 34.8 0.0 2.2 2.2 16 2.1
Farmer & .
f1shoerman 70.2 29.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 4o 2.2
No. 1580 519 10 29 9 214y *
Total
% 7%.6 2h.2 0.5 1.3 0,k 100.0

Does not add up to the total of 2263 because of 116 families
in the "others'" and ''no answer' categories.

X< = 15.85, df = 8, p £ .05; when the '"joint", "stem-~joint" and
"other extended'" categories of family type are collapsed into one
categdory, and so are the "executive & administrator' and "super-
visor" categories, the "white~collar' and 'salesman' categories,
and the "semi-skilled & unskilled" and "farmer & fisherman' cate~-
gories respectively.
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In Table 6, the occupation of the male fomily head is again

x

here viewed 25 &

52
©

used to relate to his family. Occupation
range of occupational positions which are defined broadly in

terms of -the amount-of -requirsd training, remunsrative rewanrds,--

()

. For the testing of our hypothe-

9]

and social prestige and statu

sis, these occupational positions are differentiated into nlgher

evels, with ”professional“, executive"

and "supervisory', and.
lower levels including "white-collar" and various levels of skill.
Accordingly, the higher levels of occupation reguire a longer

h

her cost for it, =2nd receive in

2

D‘l

eriod of preparation and a hi;

0é]

return a larger monetary reward and a higher social status; as

compared to the lower levels of occupations. Thus, by exanining

the data, it is found that there exists the pre adicted association

1

of occupation and family structurs so that

+
<t

the nuclear family is

<

more practised by peoplc with higher level occupations, whereas
the extended types by those with lower levels of occupation.
This association is statistically significant, and so the hypo-

thesis is confirmed.

Family Income and Family Structure

Family income is viewed as évcorrelaté of industrialization
simply‘beééuse nowadays it is derived mostly from an‘occupational
position in some industrial or commercial organiza ion,. It is
defined as the total monthly income of a family which may include

the income of the family head alone or plus the supplementary
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incomes of. other family members. ZEn all the types of families,
the father is the undeniable breadearner of the family and his
salary is the major source of its income, but the number of
incéme sources and fhe size of family income differ among these
types of families. The nuclear family has only a small composi-
tion of members, i.e., parénts and dependent children, and it is
very likely that the fathef is the sole person being economically
employed because the méthéf has to take care of her children and
daily household chore. On the other hand, the extended family
usually have a larger membership, and the able bodies of the
family in addition to the father are likely to be employed and
contribute either‘part or all of their income to the family
coffer. As a result, the nuclear family may have a limited
soufce of income and a smaller total income, whereas the extended
type may enjoy more sources of income and a larger total incomeq
Hypothesis IV is therefore chosen to indicate that family income’
is associated with family type such that the nuclear type tends
to have a smaller total income and. the extended families a larger
total income. Data for this purpose are tabulated in the follow-

ing table:.



Table:7: -Percentage Distributioniof Families by Total
Monthly Family Income and by Family Type

LY e s s S O m
Below § 40O 80k 19.6 4666:' Ho.dr | o;o | 51 2:3
§ 400 ~ § 799 77.8 201 0.6 0.9 0.5 771 351
%800 - §1199 7éégv; 24,9 0.5 :.1;7 .0;6 975 35.20
$1200 - §1799 70.2  27.8 Q;o b 0.5 366 16,7
#1800 - $2399 | 63,0 36.1 0.0 0.9 0.0 108 4.9
§2400 - $2999 61,5  28.2 2.6, 7.7 0.0 39 1.8
3000 - §3999  75.6  2h.b flgao 0.0 0.0 b1 1.9
$4000 - $4999 ‘éﬂfé. 8.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 M os
#5000 - $5999 69.2  30.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 13 0.6
86000 or more 66.7  33.3 0.0 o0 0 21 10

No. 16174 533 10 29 S 11 - 2194
Total
‘ % 75.4 2hk.3 0.5 1.3 o v 100,0

¥ Does not add up, to the total of 2263 vecause of 69 familiés in
the "no answer" ‘category. ' e R
2
X~ = 20,25, df'= 6, p £ .01, when the "joint!", "stem-joint" angd
“"other extended" categories of fomily type are collapsed into
one category, and so are the "below $400" and "$400 - $799"
categories, the "$800 - $1199" and "$1200 - $1799" categories,
L the:"$1800 - g23991 and "#2400 - $2999“ categories, and the
"$3000 ~ $3999", "$4000 - $4999, "$5000 - $5999' and "§6000 or
more' categories respectively.



Table 7 clearly shows that the prediction as set in the
hypothesis is borne out because the nuclear family does have a
lower total family income, as compared to the extended types.

This relationship is:confirmed:at a high statistical significance
. 1

level, and the hypothesis is therefore upheld as valid.

Religion and Family Stetreture

Rgligion‘as a set of beliefs and values ig also related
to the valﬁe syétem of the sécial structure whiéh iﬁ turn deter-
mines the nature of its major functional systems or subsystenms
including industry and the family. Certéin religions are more
commensurable to the ideals and values of traditionalism, whereas
others are more ;g}ated_ﬁg those of modernity._ On the other hand,
agnosticism and secularism arc among the essential factors which
give rise to modern urbanization and industrialization, while
religiosity is more a typical characteristic of the reople in
traditionsal society.- Henbe, by chocsing ﬁo‘aCCGPt a‘oertain
religious belief, or partioularly-by chcosing to rémain a non-
believer, one is predisposed fo certain b&fresponding beliefs ah§ '
values which ‘are in turn reflected in one's action in daily life
on such matters as adhering to a principle, choosing one's career,
or organizing one's family. In this sense, religion dées exert’
some indirect or direct influence on the structuring of one's
family. Hypothesis V is therefore set to say that religion is

related to family type in that the nuclear family is characterized

&
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by agnosticism or the scceptance of a modernistic religion, and
the extended types by some traditionalistic religious beliefs.

To test this hypothesis, data are tabled below:

Table 8: Percentage Distribution of Families by Male
Head's Religlon and by Family Type
Religion of . Stem~ Other Total
. ' 3 Sten : t ., —
Male Head Huclesr  Stem Join Joint . Extended . No. %
No religion 78.1  20.0 0.3 0,9 0.8 793 35.1
Christian 7246 25.6 0.6 : 1.1 0.6 179 7.9
Buddhist 8.6 29.7 0,0 1.5 . -0.0 205 9.1
Ancestor- 5y a a 5
worship 70.7 271 0.9 1o 0,2 532 2%.6
Traditional ) ' ' ‘
! L ) 2 : 2
beliefs 7264 2k.6 O.b 2.0 0.5 5La 5403
No, 1663 54k 10 29 11 2257*
Total

% 73.7 2k,1 O0.b 1.3 0.5 - 100.0

total of 2263 because of 6 families in

* Does not add up to the
the '"no answer" category.
el
X" = 16,65, 4f = 8, p&l .05, when the "joint!, "stem-joint" and

"other extended" C;tegcriés of }jmily type are collapsed into
one category

As shown in Tavle 8, the'religion of' the male household
head is again treated as rTepresenting that of his family. The-
typology of religion is summarized, for both practical reasons
and analytibal convenience, into five categories which may be

subsumed in three types. The first type is no religion which





