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I, INTRODUCTION

1.1 &Source of Information

I view of the scarcity of published material on the street
trading activity, the present research relies heavily on the use of data
obtained from primary sources, i.e. field surveys and interviews. The
surveys have been responsible for the collection of background informa-
tlon ranging from the structure of street market to the physical and
economic environment of a trading community. They were carried:out
in 32 randomiy distributed hawker cells { 250 m x 250 m ) which held
some 15% of the total hawking population. The sampling of these cells
was based on a grid system covering the Study Area of Metropolitan
Hong.Kong, A disproportionate stratified simple random method
was used to draw the sample cells. ( For the distribution‘of these

cells, see the map on the opposite page. )

With regard to interviews, the most important schedule has
been the interview of some 448 street traders smpled from twelve
hawking cells of which environmental variables ( physical, socio-
economic ) have been collected in various field surveys. One impor-
tant issue of the sampling of hawking individuals has been the use
of a quota of six hawkers for each of the 10 street trades. ( see
Table 19, p.61 ) This was designed to aim at two objectives, i.e.
(1) to grarantee that the less common trades like Services would
not be omitted, and (2) to achieve a fairly well distributed sample
representing a good cross section of hawker characteristics with
wider locational background. Theoretically, if all kinds of street
trade were available in each of the 12 sample cells the total number
to be interviewed would have been 720 ( 6 x 10 x 12 ). In prastice,
only 448 samples have been obtained. There were cclils wiich Lad

fewer types and fewer numbers than the quota requiredwla



In connection with the scheduled interview, a massive scale
Household Interview has also been conducted in order to collect
data concerning the demand side of the street trading problem, such
as peoples’ shopping behavior and habits, their preference for street
stalls as the main sources of supply, consumption patterns, or even
their image of and attitude towards street trading. The sampling
of householls was also based on the same locational grid mentioned
previously. Around one thousand households have been interviewed
in some 6% cells which account one-tenth of the total built-up area
of the S#udy Area. The sampling of individual households for face-
to-face interviews has been worked out in a systematic manner in
order to minimize bias. For example, within one cell the location
of a household is first selected by random points casted on the X
and ¥ co orinates of the quadrat;2 then the address of the point
is identified from large scale street plans. Within an address
there may be a number of buildings, flats and apartments. The final

respondent is again selected by random samplinga.

1le2 Pheseg of Data Collection

Three phases of data collection have beeninvolved in the
present research. Phase I is more or less a reconnaisance of the
subject matter. It started in May 1970 with a preliminary survey
of the distribution of street traders and observations on the physical
features of street trading concentrations.3 An accumulation of
field data and experiences has thus been formed as a framework for
future refcrence, namely the construction of a sampling frame and
design of interview schedules, The Phase II field work was launched
in June 1971, It was a full scale street count of the number of

both day and night hawkers for each administrative districts.



The final stage of data collection ( Phase III ) involved a number

of interview schedules and by~studies; e.g. Hawker Interview, House~
hold Interview, Survey of Public Markets and Bazaars, Price Comparison
Studies. For the sake of clarity and convenience, the above mentioned

phases of field undertakings are summarlised in Table 1.

Al though published marterials on street trading are rare, the
c¢ollection of information would hardly be complete without taking
the free interviews with individuals and the explorption of secondary
informations into consideration. Other than the two sets of scheduled
interviews ( guestionnaire ), there have been many face-to-face free
interviews ( non-scheduled ) with (1) government officials ranging
from decision-makers to field superintendents, (2) community leaders
( official and vnofficial ), (3) hawker individuals ( personally
known or introduced to the researcher ), (4) public market stallholders
and shop keepers who are supposed to be under the competition of
street hawkers, and (5) knowledgeable persons‘,LF These free interviews
have been extremely useful to the research in particular concerning
some ' hidden ' tacts which could hardly be obtained in formal question=
nairing. An example of this is the detail cost-structure of running
a small stall. Another useful source of information is the frequent
discussion with government officials in particular those from the

Hawker and Market Sections of the Urban Services Department.

Secondary sources of information have also been explored in
great detail with the help of several government departments. Of
major importance have been the government reports and research pro=-
jectsnsa The Hawker Problem is hardly the sole responsibility of
the Urban Services Department; some problems are bound to be inter-
departmental. For example, there has been a study on the situation
of traffic obstruction caused by hawking accomplished by the Public
Works Department. The Resettlement Department conducted a hawker
survey in it own territory - the resettlement estates.Sb Local com=

munities are sometimes drawn to study the local hawker problem jointly
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with the City District Offices concerned,EC However, one major
drawback to this kind of secondary information has been the inconsis=

tency of research methodology and the lack of co-ordination.

Unofficial sources such as reports or articles from individual
researchers, stories appeared in local newspapers and magazines have

also been intensively explored in the present research.5d



II. THE STREET TRADING POPULATION

2.1 Eestimates of the Street Trading Populstion

Though Hong Kong is noted for its relatively large number
of street traders, the exact number is mever known. There are no
statistics in the population census on the number of persons en-
gaged in street trading. The only source of information of a
statistical nature comes from a few survey-reports supplied by the
authoritieso6 But these reports concern only certain specific
districts. The only published figure on the total number of street
traders is found in the official Hong Kong Annual Reportso7 However,
these figures are always far greater than any figure which has been
obtained from various statistlcs, both official and unofficial.

The following table lists the figures obtained from the Hong Kong
Annual Reports. Other available figures are also presented so as

to sheow the dlscrepancy between one and the other.

Table 2: Number of Street Traders in Hong Kong

Vear Annual Report Figures from
Figures Other Sources
1959 40, 000
1960 60, 000
1961 75,000
1952 90,000
1963 100, 000
1964 100, 000
1955 100, 000 3
1965 100, 000 55,000 (1966 By-Vensus)
1967 100, 000
1968 80,000
1969 80,000 %9, 500 (U.S.D. Estimates)9
1970 70,000 92,000 (McGee's Estimate)
1971 27,500 (Phase I Survey)

26,000 (Phase II Survey)




According to the 1966 By-Census, there were some 55,000
hawkers (official terminology) in Hong Kong at census date.
Taking the sampling error of +/- 10% into consideration, the
figure was between 55,000 and 60,000, If the New Territories
were excluded there would be 44,000 to 54,000 street traders in
the built-up areas of Hong Kong Island, Kowloon, and New Kowloon.
Nevertheless, the By-Census figure was only about half that of the

Annual Report.

It should be stressed that the Urban Services Department
figure in Table 2 is a total only for the street traders found in
the ten city districts. It was obtained by a numerical survey of
the ten districts in late 1969. The survey did not cover the
resettlement estates which house over one-quarter of Hong Kong's
total population, and perhaps almost one-third of the city's street
traders. According to a survey conducted by the Resettlement
Department in December 1968, a figure of 11,299 was estimated as the
total for all the resettlement esta‘cean2 dssuming that there was
no significant change in the number of street traders between 1968
and 1969 in the resettlement estates, the total for the Metropolis
1969 would be around 50,000 (29,500 + 11,299 = 50,799). “Surprisingly,
this figure is still 30,000 short of the Annual Revort figure!

The last three figure in Table 2 are non-officlial statisticse.
The two obtained by the Social Research Centre of the Chinese Univer-
sity of Hong Kong are actual field counts. At first sight, one is
surprised tc ncte that these figures are the lowest of all. However,
if technical adjustments are made (to be discussed in the later part
of this chriser) the estimate would be well over 50,000. McGee's
estimate of 92,000 for 1970 is supposed to be =z grand total for the
whole Colony. He did not mention how this figure was arrived at.
If we accept the official estimate that only slightly less than 11%
of the total are in the New Territories, Mciee's estimate for urban
Hong Kong would be around 81,000. In short, it is evident that at
least, as far as the available figures are concerned, there are very

great discrepancies among the various estimates.



2.2 Factors of Discrepancy

From a technical point of view there are four factors account-
ing for the variations. First is the territorial base on which indi-
vidual surveys were conducted, or to which estimates were referred.
For instance, the Annual Report concerns the whole Colony whereas the
U.S.D. (Usban Services Department) is more interested in the urban
districts. The resettlement estates are normally under the adminis-
tration of the Resettlement Department; fhey are not included in the
10 Hawker Districts devised by the Ut,Sa])aq3 The study area for the
present research is practically a combination of the U.S.D.'s ten
city districts and all the resettlement estates except a few which
lie in the southern half of Hong Kong Island. In other words, the

entity we are dealing with is the truly urban Hong Kong.

The second technical problem is whether night-time traders
should be included in the survey or in the estimation. This problem
has never been specified in most statistics. In view of the fact
that night {iradsrs do not create much difficulty for the administra-
tion; official studies seldom take night-time street trading into
serious consideration. However, if one is interested in getting some
idea of the total number of street traders in order to assess their
contribution to the economic life of a community, night-time street
trading sheuld not be excluded. This introduces the problem of how
to distinguigh a daytime trader from a night-time trader. It is not
as simple as setting a demarcation, e.g. 7:00 pem. or 8:00 p.m. to
mark the beginning of night-time trading; but, rather the fact that
some of the daytime traders extend their selling into the evening.

If street counts were conducted both in the day and in the night egr-
tainly this group of day- and -night traders could have easily intro-
duced a danger of double counting. According to the Survey, this is
quite a sizable group. In some areas this group can be as large as
over half the total daytime street trading population in the same

areas



The third technical problem is the unit. of measurement.
There is a distinction between the unit of operation and the operative.
There is not necessarily one operative in each unit of operation,
whether it be a pedlar or a mini-store; there may be stall assisténts
or family helpers. It has been a common practice to count the number
of operatives. Most of the official statistics are obtained in such
a manner. If one is interested in the level of street trading, e.g-
in comparison with other retall outlets, the number of trading units
(stalls or pitches) serves as a more reliable measure than the number
of persons engaged in each stall. The danger of miscounting or dou-
ble counting is greater if persons rather than trading units are used
as a measure. The present survey analysis reveals that there are
approximately 1.2 persons per unit of street trading (to be discussed
later). In other words, a survey or an estimation which counts trad-
ing units would theoretically be 20% less in numerical terms than
would the one which counts the 'people's A related problem is the
number of "closed' units encountered at the time of survey. It is
difficult to know whether they are temporarily closed or deserted,
or actually annexes to neighbouring stalls unless verbal clarification
is obtained from the operator. The first possibility (temporarily
closed) is vital to.the assessment of the total figure. This is
because in street trading there are different trade patterns within
various trades; some open their business early in the morning, some
in the afternocon, and some in the late afternoon. Variations due to

such a temporal mobility will be discussed in greater dstail later.

The last technical consideration is the problem of identifie
cation - the identification of the activity (street trading or not),
and the unit for measurement. In large scale numerical surveys,
identification is normally based on the recognition of the visual
characteristics of the object. In the present survey it is diffi-
cult to obtain verbal identification from every treder that is -to be

counted. In street trading the most apparent characteristics are:



10

(1) the physical 'structure' of a trading unit,

(2) the person(s) engaged in the operation,

(3) the nature of the commodity sold, and

(4) the site-location of the trading unit.
In genersl, the unit of operation is relatively easier to identify
than is the operative. However, in the case of service traders the
'structure' of a trading unit is often confined to the trading
apparatus such as a wheel-cart, a trolley or simply a hasket.
One example of the discrepancy in the identification of trading
units is the problem of 'wall-stalls'. ' They are sometimes included
in one survey and excluded in the other. Wall-stalls are not insigni-
ficant in number; they account for about 10% of the total number of
stalls surveyed by the UesoDe15

were not ruled out simply by reason that they are not trading in a

In the present survey, wall-stalls

public place (walls on which stalls are built are private properties).
Other subsidiary criteria had to be considered as well, the most
notable one being the degree of capitalizatioﬁ° Wall-stalls with
shop-like fittings and shop-type displays were not included even

though they were built in public places.

2.2.1 Problems Related to the Mobility of Street Trading

Variations in the number and density of street traders are
highly related to the mobility of the activity. Theoretically, there
are three kinds of mobility, i.e. (1) temporal mobility, (2) spatial
mobility and (3) occupational mobility. It must be stressed that the
degree of mobility in street trading as a whole corresponds with the
development of commercialization in a society (see Retail Development
in Chapter III). In Hong Kong, at the present stage of retail deve-
lopment, street trading is not a very mobile activity; it is not as mohile as
the 'itinerant trading' inherited from the traditional concept of
'Hawker'. One might argue that there are large numbers of itinerant
traders in Hong Kong, judging by the number of pedlar licences issued
by the U.S.D. (gbout 63% of the total licences issued) . However,

o\ O
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in practice, these so-called pedlars seldom hawk from place to place;
most of them have permenent premises of one sort or another. FEven
those who do not trade in permasnent premises are hardly erratic in
the strict sense. They tend to hawk more or less in the same site

or to follow a set itinerary. The temporal fluctuation of the num-
ber of traders in a district is largely a reflection of the period-
icity of desand, e.g. more traders come to hawk during the peak hours
and retreat after the peak, rather than the fact that traders move
around from place to place to capture more customer. Lf the latter
is the case one would hardly get an accurate count on the total num-
ber of street traders im every district unless street counts were con-

ducted in every corner of the whole metropolis simultaneously.

The time at which a street count is made is critical to the
accuracy of a survey. For example, counts during the off peak hours
would catch «aly about 40% of those covered during the peak. The same
problem applies to the street count of night-time traders as well.
Those daytime hawkers who extend their business into the evening will

be counted again in the evening.

Daily variations in street trading are still prominent in
village towns in the New Territories because the market-day system
is still practised. In urban centres, the constant and regular
demand for retalling encourages the stablization of a certain number
of street traders. Theoretically, daily variations should be very

meagre, except due to weather changes.

Seasonal variations in the number of street traders are more
remarkable in the few days before and after big festivals such as
the Chinese New Year and the Mid-Autumn festival. Sharp increases
in the number of traders are apparent in the few days just before the
festival and drastic decreases afterwards. This is largely due to
the temporary influx of casual traders. TIn other words, occupational
mobility is more apparent in casual trading. There has not been any

notable evidence to prove that there is large scale inflow ard out-
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flow of street traders in the street trading system. Onc would be
justified in saying that those casual traders who have daytime jobs
and hawk only in the evening cause considerable amount of variation
between day and night. The internal mobility from one kind of selling
to the other affects only the category changes but not the fluctuation
of the total population.

2.3 Adjustments in Estimation

In the light of the above mentioned technical problems, i.e.
(1) territorial base, (2) unit of measurement, (3) overlapping of
daytime and night-time trading and (4) identification and classifica-
tion, the following operational rules were set. First, the survey
is applied only to the Study Area which included Kowloon proper, New
Kowloon and the northern half of Hong Kong Island. It covers all of
the city districts and almost all of the resettlement estateso17
This is, in fact, the area to which official statistics are often
referred. Second, it has heen decided to consider the operating unit
(not the people) as the basic unit of street trading as we have con-
siderably more information about it than about traders. Also, since
we are interested in the magnitude of trading, the number of stalls
serves as a more reliable measure than number of traders. Both
operating and non-operating units have to be distinguisched and counted.
Third, night~time traders have been counted so as to calculate to what
extent daytime trading overlaps with night-time trading. Daytime sur-
veys were conducted in the period between 9:00 a.m. and noon; some
were between 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. Night-time counts were under-
teken during the period from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Finally, the
identification of street trading is based solely on the visual
characteristics. It is unavoidable that misidentification could
happen in marginal cases. Classification has been restricted to the

nature of the commodity sold.
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In an attempt to overcome the mobility problem, a detailed
study of the temporal variation in the number of street traders was
launched in several sample al’*eas:»—lI

(1) Canton Road - the section between Pitt Street and
Dundas Street;

(2) Sai Yeung Choi Street - the section between Soy Street
and Dundas Street; and

"(3) Fa Yuen Street and Yin Chong Street - sections between
Soy Street and Dundas Street.

The last named sample is presented as follows (Table 3)

Table 3: Temporal Variations in the Number of
T;adiﬂg Units

Number of Trading
Units in Operation

105 (70% of morning peak)
10 147 Morning Peak 70% of morning
11 126 (85% of morning peak) peak on average
noon 79 (55% of morning peak)
1 Pl 5k

84 (70% of afterncon peak) }
114 Afternoon Peak \ 75% of afternoon
109 (95% of afternoon peak) i peak on average
69 (60% of afternoon peak) .

35

18

9

OO o~ ovu W o

-

Source: Field Survey (S. Wong), 1970.

Throughout the numerical survey all over the Study Area, 80% of
the field trips were made during the morning period from 9:00 a.m. to
12:00 noon. It was found that the peak period was betwden 9:30 a.m.
and 10:30 a.m. By and large, the figures obtained at $:00 Qollla,

11:00 a.m., and noon, respectively account for 70%, 85%, and 55% of

the maximum which would have been obtained in the morning peaka
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Hence, it is safe to say that the total street counts obtained
represent, on average, about 70% of the theoretical maximume.

This is because we assume these hourly variations are solely due

to temporal mobility in accordance with the selling pattern,

rather than to the possibility that some traders may have moved

from one survey area to another while street counts are in progress.
Tn the case of afterncon counts, the percentage is slightly higher,
aﬁout 75%. In view of the fact that over 85% of the counts were made

in the morning, the afternoon variations can be ignored.

From lack of time and resources it has not been possible to
make equally intensive studies to obtain some adjustment for the
errors attached to the spaticl and occupatianal mobilities. But,
nevertheless, it has been noticed from field experiences that there
is not any large scale mobility of groups of traders from one area
to smother. It must be stressed that in most cases cpatial and
temporal variations go hand in hand. The temporal adjustment men-

tioned above will automatically take care of the spatial variations.

With regard to the situation that some daytime traders may
extend their business to the evening, we excluded from the night-time
counts those daytime traders who worked over 13 hours a day so as to
avoid double counting. According to the Field Interview data,

13.2% of the daytime traders were in a situation that they could

have been recounted in the evening.

2.4 Method of Estimating the Total Number of Trading Units and
Persons Fngaged

2.44 Daytime Trading Units

According to the latest numerical survey (see Phase 1I Sur-
vey figure in Table 2), a round figure of 26,000 trxading units was
obtained from the daytime counting. Foxr the sale of convenience,
the distribution was presented in accordance with the official

Planning Units (Table 4). As has beeu mentioned the count accounts
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only for 70% of the theoretical maximum which is supposed to be the
figure for the morning peak. Hence, the theoretical maximum of day-

time operative units will be:
26,000 / 70% = 37,142



Table 4: Distribution of Street Trading Units

by District (June 71)

District

Central

Sheung Wan

West

Mid Level & Pokfulam
Peak

Wan Chai

Tai Hang

North Point

Sau Kei Wan

Aberdeen & Ap Lel Chau

Hong Kong Island

Tsim Sha Tsui
Yau Ma Tei
Mongkok
Hunghom

Ho Man Tin
Cheung Sha Wan
Shek Kip Mei
Kowloon Tong
Kai Tak

Ngau Tau Kok

Lei Yue Mun

Kowloon & New Kowloon

Grand Total

Source:

Operating Units

Day
405
1,046
1,347
12

13

L, 247
2,048
929
17,736
(69.4%)
25,538

(100%)

79
520
265

0
0
493
174
348
327
158
2,364
(27.3%)
179
1,350
598
Loz
11
1,342
129
15
1,327
5hl
368

6,285

(72.7%)
8,649

(100%

Field Survey (1971).

Population
(March 71)

22,794
67,907
146,202
47,112

8,241
142,884
94, 0ho
176,492
162,456
109, 116

942,088
( 30% )
73,988
203,749
172,006
188,572
77,125
259, 431
190, 138
21,403
555, 543
230,571
222,331

2,194,857
( 720% )

3,136,945
( 100% )

16
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2.4.,2 Nighttime Trading Units

A total of 8,649 nighttime operating units was counted in the
evening. Allowing for the fact that 13.2% of the daytime operators
extend their selling into the evening, the genuine nighttime trading
units should be:

8,649 - (26,000 x 13.2%) = 8,649 3,432
5,217
The figure of 5,217 is equivalent to 20.06% of the daytime counts.

1t

i

It must be stressed that no adjustment has been made for the temporal
variations occurring in the evening between 8:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.
One would argue that it is unnecessary to impose any form of adjust--
ment because the time span during which the field count was undertaken
is so short that any field work could easily last over an hour!
The nighttime maximum can be simply estimated by taking 20.06% of the
daytime maximum (37,142 x 20.06% = 7,450), Hence, the daytime and
nighttime combined (the theoretiocal maximum) is:

37,142 + 7,450 = L4b,592
However, the actual counts both day and night are slightly over
30,000 (26,000 + 5,217 = 31,217). 1In other words, the field counts
(31,217) represent only about 70% of the theoretical maximum of 4,592,
This is consistent with the findings concerning the temporal variations

in a ssmple study presented in Table 3.

2.4.3 DPersons Engaged in Street Trading

According to the Sufvey of 32 sample quadrats, it has been
shown that on average there are 1.2 persons per unit of street trading.
Theoretically, there tend to be more people engaged in fixed stalls
than in non-static units such as pitches. Since only rough estimates
are expected, we simply multiply the projected maxima of trading units
by 1.2 to obtain the number of persons engaged in daytime trading and
nighttime trading respectivelyc19 The figures are presented in the

following:
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Projected Maximum Estimated No. of
of Operating Units Persons Engaged
Day 37,142 L, 570
Night 7,450 8,940
Total 44,592 53,510

From the same source of information (survey of 32 quadrats), it has
also been worked out that almost 55% of the people engaged in the
%2 sample quadrats were male traders. Thus for the estimated popu-

lation figure, the number of male and female traders will be:

Male 53,510 x Sh.7% = 29,269
Female 53,510 x 45.3% = 24,2540

i

The following diagram (Figure 1) summarizes the estimates we have

made so far:
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Figure 1 Distribution of Estimated Street

Trading Units (Day and Night)
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2.5 Estimatsd Proportional Breakdown of Types of Street
Tracing by Commodity Sold

According to the actual distribution of types of street
trading in 32 sampled areas, the following table (Table 5) presents
the proportional breakdown and the estimated figures (round number)
for the number of trading units (not persons engaged) in each type

of street trading in a decending order:

Table 5: Number of Trading Units in Each Trade Type

Estimated

Code Commodity Sold % of Total Accum.% Units
108 Vegetables 26.2 26.2 11,700
109 Fruits 13.5 39.7 6,000
202 Garments & Apparel 10.5 50.2 4,700
107 Grocery 9.3 59.5 4,100
401 Services L.8 6h4.3 2,150
201 Taperium Goods L7 69.0 2,100
102 Cooked Food (Light Meal) 4.5 73.5 2,000
105 . Raw Fish 3.5 77.0 1, 600
103 Cooked Snacks 2.9 79.9 1, 300
104 Meat & Poultry 2.8 82.7 1,250
Loz Newspapers 2.7 85.4 1, 200
110 Flowers 2.5 87.8 1,100
204 Toys & Stationery 2.3 90,1 1,030
301 Household Ware 2.2 92.3 1,000
20% ootwear 1.5 93.8 700
206 Confectionery 1.2 95.0 500
Lo3 Yedicine 1.0 96.0 450
106 Cooked Meat 0.9 96.9 Loo
101 Cooked Food (Full Meal) 0.8 97.7 360
207 Pets 0.8 98.5 360
305 Antique & Jewellery 0.5 99.0 220
302 Metal Ware 0.k 99.4 180
303 FElectricals 0.3 99.7 130
205 Books 0.2 99.9 90
30L ¥achinery 0.1 100.0 50

Total 100.0 Ll 670
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Three out of the total of 25 trade types account for wall over
nalf the total number of trading units of all kind. These are (1)
vegetables, (2) fruits and (3) garments and apparel - particularly
the low unit-vyalue goods. In the lower half of the table, there are
a dozen types which together account for only 10% of the grand total
(Table 5). Most of these are shopping goods characterized by a high
unit value and a weak demand. In the cases of Full Meals (101) and
Cooked Meats (106), the transaction value is much higher than it is
for those selling cooked snacks and tidbits or serving light refresh-
went (102). Type 107 could have stalls as large as restaurants in
terms of turnover and number of customers served, particularly those
specializing in catering late night meals. Customers who patronize
this type of eating stall are not necessarily from the low income
group. Type 106 are stalls selling cooked meats such as roasted or
stewed ducks, pork, chicken, and giblets for home consumption rather
than for immediate consumption right at the stall. Gooked food of

this sort is often served as a decent dish for a home meal.

In terms of trade categories, foodstuffs (104 - 109) provide
the main body of street trading commodities; they are sold by over
half the total number of selling units found in the street. Simple
manufactured goods (201 - 204) - mainly light and cheap consumption
goods - account for one-fifth of the total number of trading units.
The third largest groupd comprises services, newspapers end medicines;
together accounting for about 8% of the total. Of similar importance
is cooked food trading (101 - 10%). However, it must be remembered
that it is rather inappropriate to measﬁre the magnitude of cooked
food trading simply by the number of stalls. They are cne of the
very few examples of street trading which operate on a large scales.
It would also be wrong to project the number of persons engaged in
cooked food trading simply by multiplying the number cf stalls by 1.2
as worked out in the preceding section. Most cooked food stails do
have a few employees. The least important category is ewpensive
manufactured goods and shopping goods (301 - 3%05). They ars found

in less than 3% of the total selling units all over Horg Xongs
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2.6 Reliability of Estimates

It is almost impossible to test the validity and reliability
of the estimates we have made so far because we simply do not have
any data base against which our estimates can be checked. Even the
official statistics have notable discrepanciss between one report
and the other. It is difficult to discover which is more reliable
than the other. The only effort we can make in order to test the
reliability of the estimates is to pick ore type of street trading,
which in practice inducss the least enumeration probiem, to use for

purposes of checking.

A comparison of the number of cooked food stalls using an
official record and the present estimate has been worked out for
such a test. The selection of cooked foed stglls for the comparison
is based on the following merits of cooked food stalls. First, they
are the mcst definable trading units. The operating unit can well
be recognized because cooked food stalls are well structured.
The nature of cocked food trading can hardly be confused with other
types of trading. The location is also easily observable except in
some cases where a cooked food stall is attached to a large eating
house which is in fact owned by the stall operator. Stalls housed
in bazaars are also countable. Secondly, cooked food stall licences
are the most valuable licences in terms of profit-making, It has
been a common practice for a licensee to let his licence to an opera-
tor at high prices, Purthermore, in recent years, this sort of li-
cence has no longer been issued due to policy changesqzo Hence
cooked focd stell licences are really irreplaceable. In cther words,
logically there shouldn't be any unused licences. A street count of
the operating ones should match the number of valid licences recorded
in the book. So in survey statistics, whether they be official or
unofficial, tecinical errors arising from field counts should be very
meagre. The only difference betweewn the official record and the
field countz stems from the inberaction of two variables, i.e. (1)
structure of an operating unit and (2) 1icence status. Tane official

record gives a total of 1.286 licences igsued to fized cooked food



22

stalls; whereas our estimate is 5.3% of the total street trading units,
i,e. about 2,360 (101 and 102 in Table 5). This figure is for all
kinds of eating places, whether licensed or unlicensed, whether pitches
or restaurant-like eating stalls. The official record of the licences
certainly includes those nighttime traders. Hence, the previous pro-
jected day and night maximum is used for the estimation of the theore-
tical maximum number of cooked food trading units. It is worked out
as follows:

Lh,592 x 5.3% = 2,363
The next step is to sort out the fixed stalls which operate with
valid licences. The following diagram illustrates the relationships
between the two important variables which affect the validity of the

estimates .

Table 6: Relationship between Licence Status and
Structure of Operating Unit

Licence Status

No Yes
Non-Fixed 16.7% 2%.3% Lo, 0%
Pixed 8.0% 52.0% 60,0%
2L, 8% 75.2% 100, 0%

(2,363)
Source: Field Interview (1971)

The relationship between licence status and stall structure is based
on the interviewing of about 500 street traders (see ChapterV).

In the above table, the proportion which is theoretically being
recorded by the licence office is the lower half of the right hand
column, i.e. 52.0%. That is my estimate; the actual number should
be: 2,363 x 52.0% = 1,228

The difference between the official record (1,286) and the present

estimate is 58 units, which is about 4.5% of the official record.
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Of course, it is too dangerious to conclude that in view of
the cooked food stall test other estimates are equally reliable.
But, at least we are assured that the total number of street trading
units estimated in a preceding section is not contradictory to the
street counts we have achieved. The latter is an unadjusted figure.
In terms of the reliability of the proportional breakdoss of the
types of street trading (Table L), it is reasonable to regard that a
detailed survey of 32 sample quadrats covering 5,000 trading units
would be more reliable than any estimates made on the basis of frag-

mentary information of an obscure 'population'.

2.7 Summary

There are very great variations in the number of street
traders recorded or estimated by various investigators. This is
mainly due to the inconsistency of (1) the territorial base on which
data are collected or estimates are made, (2) the unit of measurement,
(3) the consideration of nighttime traders, and (4) the identification
and classification of the object. In a numerical survey, the temporal
mobility of street trading may introduce danger of miscounting or
double counting. A practical method of adjusting these errors is to
identify the peak period for most traders and work out on average the
possible coverage of the maximum total which a field count could possi-
bly make within a time span of three or four hours in the peak period.
It has been found empirically that actual street counts could possibly

account for only 70% of the theoretical maximum.

The present estimate on the theoretical maximum is some L4, 600
street trading units for 1971 which is far below any other statistics
available. The number of persons engaged in the activity was estimated
on the basis of a large scale survey of 32 quadrats; so was the pro-
portional breakdown of various types of street traders. On average
there were 1.2 persons per trading unit; the total number nf traders
was about 53,500 of whom one quarter were engaged in the vegetable
trade. The next two largest groups were Fruits and Garments & Apparel;

both accounted for 13.5% and 10.5% of the total respectively.



The reliability of the estimates has been tested by comparing
the estimated number of licensed cooked food stalls against the offi-
cial licence record on the same type of street stalls. With a rela-
tively close approximation of the cooked-food-stall estimate, we can
only conjecture that the total trading population projected would not
be far from reality because it is the figure from which the cooked-

food=-stall estimate was derived.

2h



ITI. PROVISTON OF RETAILING FACILITIES

3.1 Assessment of Magnitude of Street Trading

The magnitude of street trading is often measured in terms of (1)
the number of operating units, (2) the number of persons engaged, and (3)
turnover in relation to the shop-type retail trade. In Hong Kong,
official statistics on distributive trades do not existo21 There has not
been a census of retail distribution, or the like, except for several
sample surveys conducted by the authorities in 1966 and 196’722 on the
number and types of retail establishments in some selected city districts.
As a result, the relative importance of street trading cannot be

measured directly on the basis of shop~type retailing.

An alternative is to compare the street trading situations with
some other Scutheast Asian cities in order to obtain some idea of the
magnitude of the activity in Hong Kong. Unfortunately, the validity and
reliability of retail statistics in these cities is by no means of a
high standard. According to McGee's experience, there were tremendous
variatiéns in basic statistics from one source of information to another.
For example, in Singapore the number of street traders ( 'Hawker' in the,
official term ) was estimated in 1950 to be 26,486 and was assumed to
have continued to increase until it reached about 50,000 in 1960; but a
sample survey taken in 1960 estimated that there were 28,768, 1In late
1969, a most accurate street count was conducted and found only 18,500

P 2
hawkers in the urban area. 5

This discrepancy is very similar to that of Hong Kong which has
been discuesed in detail in the Preceding chapter. Because of this, it
seems pointless to attempt any comparison on the magnitude of street
trading betwcen Hong Kong and other Southeast Asian cities. Com-
parisons based on unreliable data would be very misleading. An example of
this is the one made by McGee on the ratio of hawkers (street traders) per
100 population for some Southeast Asian cities. He found that Hong Kong

has the highest ratio (3.2) compared with 2.1 in Greater Bangkok,

25
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0.8 in Kuala Lumpur, 2.2 in Singapore, and 2.3 in Greater Djakartan24
Disregarding the boundary variations ( the population base }, discre-
pancies in the number of street traders alone could make the comparison
completely different. For example, if such a ratio were worked out on
the statistics used in the present research, Hong Kong would have had
the second lowest ratio, i.e. 1.68 which was derived from the following:

Maximum number of persons / Population of Study Area

engaged in street trading yd ( 1971 Census Data
( 1971 Survey Data )

53,000 / 3,1%6,000*
1.68 per 100 People

it

i

The above mentioned example does not imply that the new ratio
is correct or that McGee's is wrong, but rather the fact is that ratios
of this sort can vary greatly from one data base to another. This
further leads to the criticism that there are too many people who know
how to voice the street trading ' problem ' as unbearable, serious, or
horrible; yet, to what extent, in which direction and dimension street
trading is regarded as a problem, has never been clarified. Thus, the
purpose of this chapter is to view the probliem from a different angle,
ice. to analyse the provision of retail facilities, in order to obtain
as objective as possible measurement of the magnitude of street trading

in modern Hong Kong.

3,2 Provision of Shop-Type ERetail TFacilities

%,2.1 Level ¢f Pucrision

M
b
=TSN

TLet us examine the provision level of shop-type retail facili-

ties in Hong Kong with reference to that of the United Kingdom and

*  An aggregate of the Census Districts which are within the bounuary

of the Study Area,
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Japan ( Table 6 ).

Table 6 : Provision of Retail Facilities in the United Kingdom,

Hong Kong, and Japan.

Establish~ Persons  Persons Persons Gross Fl.
ments per Engaged/ FEngaged/ Served/ Area(ft™)/
10,000 10,000 Establish-  Establish~  Person
People People ment ment Served
(4) (B) () (D) o ®
United
Kingdom 9R,.2 Y 5.06 108 10,37
(1966)
26
Hong Kong 115.9 649 5.60 86 6.37
(1966)
27 ‘
Japan 192,0 €93 3.61 52 NA
(1969)

Sources: Census of Distribution, 1966 ( U.K. ), Census of Establishment,

1969 ( Japan ); also see footnotes.

First, in terms of the number of retail establishments ( independent
shops, department stores, supermarkets, etc. ) per 10,000 people, there
were fewer facilities in the United Kingdom than in Hong Kong, but in
Japan there were even more facilities. Shops in the U.K. were much
larger in physical size than those in Hong Kong. On average, a U.XK.
shop was 2.03 times the size of a Hong Kong,shop.28 If the U.K. shop-
size were coaverted into Hong Kong equivalence, the U.K. would have had
some 184.4 establishments per 10,000 people ( 92.2 x 2.0% ) - a figure
quite close to the Japanese. Unfortunately the average shop size in
Japan has not been available for comparison. However, it is reasonabile to
believe that Japanese shops ( establishments ) are larger than those in
Hong Kong simply because there are far more large department store and
Supermarkets in Japan than in Hong Kong. In other words, the formal
retail facilities, in terms of number of retail establishments per

10,000 people, in Hong Kong lay behind the U.K. and Japanese standards.



Second, the labour investment in Hong Kong was fairly high in
terms of persons engaged per establishment, even higher than the U.K.'s
though the estaplishment size in the U.K. was twice as large (Col. G,
Table 6 ). Again, if the size of the U.K. shops were converted into
thé Hong Kong equivalence, the number of persons per establishment in
the U.K. would have been 2.53 instead of 5.06 ( 467 / 92.2 x 2,03 Ve
Tt becomes the lowest figure among the three. Definitely, retailing in

Hong Kong is the most labour iantensive.

Third, in terms of the number of people tc be served by an
individual retail establishment, Hong Kong has also the lowest stan—
dard. Although the U.K. figure was 108 perscns to be served per
establishment ( Col. D, Table 6 ) as compared with 86 in Hong Kong and
52 in Japan the U.K. establishment size was much larger. Again, if
the U.K. figure were converted into the Hong Kong equivalence the
number of people to be served by each establishment would have been
54, which is also quite close to the Japanese figure. This does not
mean the provision levels of retail facilities in both the U.K. and
Japan are the same due to the fact that the size factor of Japanese
shops has not been taken into account. Nevertheless, it is almost
certain that Hong Kong has the lowest level. This can be further
explained by the figures on floor area of shopping space shared by
shoppers. In Hong Kong, there were some 6.37 sguare feet of gross
floor area for each person as compared with over ten in the U.K.. If
one considers the fact that retail shops in Hong Kong are not used
solely for retailing purposes = there are domestic uses as well -~ the

actual shopping space would be even lower tharn sfx square feet!

%,2.2 Efficiency of Retail Provision

A clesely related question to the poor provisidn level of
formal retail facilities in Hong Kong is whether the present facilities
are being efficiently utilized or not. The efficiency question is
very difficult to answer. Apart from technical efficiency, other social
and economic costs and benefits should be taksn into consideration as
well. The mest commonly used measurements of technical eificiency are

(1) retail tornover per unit of floor space., or more precisely, the

28

selling space, and (2) turnover per man hour engaged in retailing. Since

‘data of this scrt have not been available it is dangerous %o draw any

conclusion simply from a comparison of the provision of physical



facilities. According to my field experience of the relatively high

turnover figure per unit of street trading spaoe?9 I tend to believe

that retail shops in Hong Kong are also being very intensively utilized.
The intensive labour input as mentioned in the preceding paragraph can
be interpreted as a means to overcome the limitation of physical space

for retailing rather then a result of urban under-employment.

There are other factors which affect the efficiency problem.
The most significant ones are (1) multiple usage of shop premises,
(2) engagement of part-time workers and participation of family
helpers, and (3) duration of business hours. In Hong Kong, it is common
to see a shop being used for several purposes; very often domestic
uses occupy quite a proportion of the floor space. Subletting parts
of the shop floor, the street frontage or even the side walls is a
vivid example of land use maximization. Working on a part-time basis
is not common in most retail trades. On the contrary, there are
employees, particularly the single ones, who work and live in the
same shop premises. These kinds of shop assistants have much
greater involvement than ordinary full-time workers. Hence, it is
difficult to work out the sheer costs, say for food and accommodation,
which would have been incurred had the employees not lived in the shop -
premises., Casual labour from family helpers is also difficult to
calculate separately from that of the full-time employees. Finally,
Hong ong is a place where evening shopping is practised in most shop-
ping centres. It is hardly surprising to see shops open more than

twelve hours a day.

3.3 Relationship Between Formal Shop-Retailing and Street Trading

Disregarding the efficiency problem, one would tend to consider
the extent to which street trading has contributed to the present
level of formal retailing. Is street trading a supplement to the
formal system? A comparison of the ratios between street trading
stalls and retail shops in five districts presented in Table 7 30
suggests that there are cases when shops are insufficient, street

stalls then act as an extension of the shop~type system.



Table 7 : Number of Street Trading Units and Retail

Tstablisktments in Selected Districts.

Retail Stall/Shop

Street Stalls Establishments Ratio(4/B)
(A) (B) )
Yau Ma Tei* 3,839 L, 797 .80
Western* 2,188 3,090 .70
Hung Hom* 2,589 1,312 1.97
North Point* 1,964 1,04k 1.88
Kwun Tong** 5,22% 2,717 1.92
Total 15,803 12,960 1.21

Sources: Field Survey (A), and Govermment Surveys (B).

* City Districts
++ Of this total, 2,140

** Qutlying Districts

in the resettlement estates and villages'’
within the Kwun Tong District.

In long edablished commercial city districts, i.e. Yau Ma Tei and

Western, there were fewer street stalls relative to the number of

retail shops - about 0.8 stalls to one shop.

In newer and less com-

mercially dominated districts, i.e. Hung Hom and North Point, there

were almost 2 street stalls to one shop.
to exist in the outlying district Kwun Tongs

stall/shop ratio should be much higher.

A similar situation seemed
However, in reality, the

This is because shops are

generally smaller in Kwun Tong. Of the total of 2,717 shops, two-

thirds were small shops which had less than half the size of zn

ordinary city-district shop ( 211 sq ft against 550 sq ft ).31

These are the typical small retail shops in almost all the resettle-

20

ment estates. If the Kwun Tong shops were converted into the equivalence

of city-district shops ( 550 sq ft ) the number of retail establish-~

ments in Kwun Tong would have been only 1,398 instead of 2,717

( 2,140 x 211/550 + 577 = 1,397.9 ).

The stall/shop ratio would become

3.73 ( 5223/1398 ), the highest ratio among the five selected
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diétricts ( Table 7 )ui§With regard to the provision level in relation to
population size, the contrasts between the city districts and Kwun Tong
was even more outstanding. Taking the four city districts as a whole,
on average there were 146 retail shops per 10,000 people; whereas in
Kwun Tong the ratio was 65 ( 2,717/417,085 ). If the size factor

were taken into acoountjthe ratio would be 33 shops ( city-district

shops equivalent ) to lb,OOO population. In short, the high stall/

shop ratic of Kwun Tong indicates that street stalls may act as a sup-

plement to the poorly equipped formal retail system.

If one sees street trading as a supplement to the shop-type
retail system it might be more appropriate to regard the functional
complementarity between the two systems, i.e. some retail commodities
with a low rent-payingAébility tend to make use of the public space ~
streets and open grounds - so thet more room left to the higher
ordered functions including non-retailing activities. From a shopper's
point of view, for high;order goods, he has to go to the ordinary shops;
whereas for convenienceﬁgoods, in particular foodstuffs, he simply
goes to the nearby street markets. The particular important function
of food stalls in the’éémplementary mechanism can be explained by
means of a comparison of the breakdown by commodity types between the
two systems ( Table 8 ). There was a marked difference in composition
between the shop-type system and the street trading system ( Cols.

E & F, Table 8 ). Neé}iy two~thirds of the street stalls were in the

food trade ( 64, 4% ) aé?compared with about 40% in the shops ( 39.4% ).

The sherp contrast was in Specialties and Household Goods. The differences
in Miscellaneous Goods and Services were relatively small compared

with other groups. With regard to the inter-district variations; the
pattern was sharply divided between the central commercial districts

( A& B in Table 8 ) and the sub-central districts ( C & D ). The former
had relatively high proportions on Specialties and Miscellaneous

Goods while the latter were more-emphasized on the food trade - they

had almost half their shops-engaged in the food trades of one kind

or another,
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Table 8 : Proportional Breakdown of Retail Types in Shops in

Four City Districts and in Overall Street Trading.

Retail Shops

A’.

‘ EQEE Street
Yau Ma Hung North  City Trading
Tei Western  Hom Point Dis- A1l Over
tricts  Hongkong
(A) (B) (c) (D) (E) ()
( % of Column Total )
Raw & Cooked*
Foods 325 26,3 kp.3 47,6 39.4 6L 4
Household Goods 11.0 7.3 11.5 12.8 10.1 2.5
Apparel & 8.9 8.0 7.5  10.7 8.6 16,7
Specialties 27.2 19.4 16,9 15.7 20.0 5
Misc. Goods 13.4 2h, 2 10.0 6.2 15,5 11.0
Services 7.0 h.8 6.8 7.0 6.3 4.8
Total 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
N by 797 3,090 1,312 1,044 10,243 46,670

Sources: Government Surveys ( A,B,C, & D ); and Field Surveys (F).

* Including fruiterers and light refreshment shops or stalls.

3.%,1 Retaill Pacilities in the Food Tradeg

It appears to be a general trend that the further away from
the commercial core the greater is the dominance of food trades, in
particular raw food. This can be tested by means of a further break-
down of the food trades. But, this has been prohibited due to the lack
of detailed information because the official surveys were conducted on
the basis of broad categories. An alternative is-to ook at the

composition of food trades in both retail systems of the Kwun Tong
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district where substantial field data have been collected ( Téble 9 ).

Table 9 : Breakdown of Food Trade in Kwun Tong District.

Kwun Tong District Street Trading

Shops Stalls All Over H. K.

( % of Column Total )

Fresh Provisions &

Vegetables 5.7 29.5 335k

Grocery & Otlier

Food Dealers 16.4 12.1 9.3

Restaurants & Other

Refreshment 8.k 5.6 8.2

Others Including

Fruits* 69.5 48,8 Lo,1

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0
N 2,717 5,223 LL, 670

Sources: Field Surveys (1971) and Wong, S. (1970), P25,

It is interesting to see that the relative proportions of the grocery
trade and cooked food ( restaurants, cafes, tea houses, etc. ) in
both shops and street stalls were quite close to each other. But in
the lines of fresh provisions and vegetables, the difference was
great. In other words, the major variants in the composition of food
trades between shops and street stalls were fresh provisions and
vegetables. They were not subordinated to the shopwty?e retail system.
They provided goods which were in fact less available in ordinary
shops. They were functionally complementary to the shop-type retail
system. With regard to the difference between the two systems in

the lines of grocery and cooked food trades, complementarity should
be applied to the quality differentiation. In other words, for the
same type of goods, better .quality was obtained from shobs than from

street stalls. The lower concentration of street traders in the fresh



provisions trade in Kwun Tong ( Table 9 ) suggests (1) physical space
was relatively more available in outlying districts or newly developed
areas, and (2) govermment control was less stringent; and as a result
it benefited the space-ambitious trades. That is why grocery stalls
and cooked food stalls were found to be larger than those in the city

core districts,

3.4 The Provision of Public Retail Markets { Munisipal Market Halls )

The study of the provision of retail facilities for the food
trade in Hong Kong would not be comprehensive without a consideration
of public retail markets. This is because these markets have long
been regarded as a form of community service provided by the government.
The original purpose of providing government-built markets was to
accommodate the orderless street traders who would have been hawking
and yelling in the street, and thus traffic obstruction and street
littering would be avoided. The ideology beliind this policy was
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based mainly on two considerations. First, it was believed ( and
still is ) that keeping traders under the roof of a market hall would
help maintain a certain high standard of public hygiene. The sufficient
supply of water and better drainage would keep the place clean. The
high roof and airy ventilation of the market hall would protect fresh
provisions, in particular meat and fish, frem rapid deterioration.
Furthermore, the supply of fresh provisions could be supervised more
effectively by centralizing the outlets in specific spots - the markets,
so as to keep off the illegasl sources. Seccnd, low rents for market
traders were originally designed to help keep focd prices at low levels.
The second idea was substantiated by further measures to restrict the
operation of fresh provisions shops within a certain distance from the
market hall. An oligopolistic state of competition within the market
led to the higher economic value of market stall licences. Conse=-
guently, private transactions of market stall licenseeship at high
prices finally passed the extra costs on to the final consumer.

This has long been and still is practised in the market trade. The
original purpose of keeping the supply of main foodstuifs at low cost
was no longer realistic. This led to a change of policy in giving

private operators a free hand to open fresh provisions shcps in the

3k
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Vicinities of market halls provided that hygiene requirements had been

met.

%.4,1 Level of Provision

In 1970 there were 42 public retail markets in operation
throughout the urban areas of Hong Kong ( 93% of the total stall
capacity was in the Study Area ). The size of a market ranged from
half a dozen stalls to about three hundred. The total number of stalls
in the Study Area was 2,045?3 The average stall size was about 230
s5q ft,zq This includes the shopping passages, the working area and cold
storage. In general, stalls on the Hong Kong side were larger than
those on the Kowloon side. In terms of the number of stalls in relation
to population size, two-thirds of the stall capacity was located on
the Hong Kong side which, on the contrary, accounted for only 30% of
the total population of the Study Area. Disregarding the imbalance
between the two sides of the harbour, one would even question whether
public markets had played the role as the wajor supplier of foodstuffs
that they were disigned to perform. The following is an exemination

of the provision of public markets for the past decades ( Fig. 2 ).

By grouping the time period arbitrarily into decades, Fig. 2
clearly indicates two ' Standstill ' periods - the forties and the
last two decades. The great expansion took place in the thirties and
fifties. A comparison with the growth of population in parallel
time periods shows how the market programme fell far behind the time
( Table 10 )

Table 10 : Growth of Population and Market Capacity.

Growth (%) in

Time Periocd Population Market Capacity
1947 - 1957 43.5 37.9
1558 - 1966 43.8 2.9
1967 - 1971 6.3 0.7

Sources: Statistical Abstracts, Hongkong; Market Branch, U.S.D., 1970,
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Between 1947 and 1957, the market capacity increased by nearly 38%;

a little less than the increase in population = 43.5%. From 1958 to

1966, population increased by 43%; but there was only a 2.9% increase
in the number of market stalls. For the following deacade, a further
growth of 6.3% in popﬁlation was accompanied by a mere 0.7% increase

in marketing facilities. TUndoubtedly, for the pa;t twenty years the

5

market programme has been almost at a standstill! Of course it would

be quite misleading if one was to ignore the government's effort in
providing hawker bazaars in the newly developed districts. However,

this has been only started since the late sixties. Furthermore,

only a fraction of the hawker bazaars capacity was allocated for the
retailing of fresh provisions. According to the field survey, only

6.3% of the bazaar capacity (1971) was for fresh provisions, i.e.

about 170 bazaar stalls;36 and quite a number of them were deserted either
due to the poor. location of the bazaar or to the fact that street traders

were unwilling to be confined within a designated premises.

Market stalls were not evenly shared by various kinds of
retail trades. In 1971, over 70% of the market stalls were used
for the retailing of fresh meat, fish, and poultry; the rest were
mainly for fresh vegetables ( Table 11 ). Markets on the Hong Kong
side tended to be more diversified when compared with those on the
Kowloon side. The former had slightly over half the total number
of stalls occupied by meat and fish traders; whereas the latter had
70% of the *otal capacity used by these two kinds of food trades. In
short, public markets in Hong Kong were mainly for the retailing of
fresh meat and fish. The rest of the food trades had to be taken up
by either street traders or ordinary shops. However, according to the
present provision level of market stalls, say for the meat trade only -
the only trade which is operated by the three kinds of retailers, i.e.
market stall holders, street stalls, and butchery shops, do public
markets really play the role of a major retail outlet in the distribution

of fresh provisions?



Table 11 : Market Stalls by Type of Commodity Sold on
Hong Kong Side and on Kowloon Side,.

Vegetables Total:
Fish Meat Poultry & Fruits Others Stalls

( % of Row Total )

Hong Kong
Side 27.6 28.8 13.3 oL, 8 . 5.5 1,266
Kowloon ‘
Side 39,3 33.1 10.9 15.1 l,6 799
Total* 32,1 30.5 12.4 21,2 3.8

N 656 623 254 Lzp 80 2,045

Source: Market Branch, U.S.D., 1970.

* Markets outside the present Study Area were not included.

%.5 Retail Facilities in the Meat Trade

To allow the three kinds of retail outlets.( There are hardly
any supermarket stalls ) to be compared, the official standard unit
size of a market meat stall -~ about 230 sq ft -~ has been used as the
basis for an analysis of the provision of retail facilities for the
meat trade. Roughly speaking, a meat shop is some 2.4 times the size
of a market stall. This is in fact a generous conversion because
some meat shops also incorporate the fish trading within the shop
premises. In the case of street stalls, a conversion based on floor
area seemed inappropriate because (1) street stall sizes were very
variable; some could be as large as a meat shop while others might be
as small as an itinerant pedlar, (2) There was no standard unit size
due to its illegal status. It has been decided to use the average
daily turnover as the basis for comparison for the present analysis.
According to the Interview, the average daily turnover of a meat
street stall is HKD 296, compared with HKD 463 for a market meat stall.
Thus, the conversion ratio is 0.639 ( 296 / 463 ) - for daily turnover,
see Chapter VI. The provision levels of the three types of retail

outlets are presented in Table 12.



Table 12. : Provision of Three Types of Retail Facilities
) for the Meat Trade°

Ccnverted to Market

Original Units Stall Equivalent
Units/ Units/
No. of 10,000 No. of 10,000
Units People Units People
A, Market
Meat Stall 623 1.9 - -
B. Meat
Shops 1,508 L8 3,606* 11.5
C. Street
Meat Stall 875 2.7 562%* 1.7
A + B ‘- - 4,229 1351"

A+B+C - - by791 15.2

Sources: Field Surveys and Interviews.
* Space Conversion = 1,508 x 550 sq ft / 230 sq ft = 3,606
** Turnover Conversion = 875 x 296 / 463 = 562

In the meat trade, shop-type outlets accounted for over 80%
of the total formal retail space ( street stalls are illegal ).
In terms of the number of meat traders, there were more retailers
in the street than in the public markets ( 875 against 623, Table 12 ),
yet market traders handled over 50% wmore turnover than street traders

did ( HKD 463 / 296 = 1.56 ).

The surprisingly low ratio of market meat stalls per 10,000
people was quite contradictory to the original idea that public
markets were supposed to be the main outlet for fresh meat. There
were only 1.9 market meat stalls per 10,000 people! The developmeht
of meat shops should have taken the role of market stalls as the
major retail outlets. There were 4.8 meat shops per 10,000 people.
Is this a high standard? According to the Census of Distribution,
U.K. 1966, the provision standard in the U.K. was about 7 butchery
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shops per 10,000 people ( total 38,351 butchery shops ). By coincidence,
meat shop sizes far both places ( U.K. and Hong Kong ) were exactly

the same, about 550 sq ft. However, if one considered the fact that in
the U.K. 48% of the total turnover in the meat trade was generated

from supermarkets and co-operative societies, and imagined that this
volume of trade had to be handled by butchery shops, then the require-
ment for shops would have been 16.7 meat shops for every 10,000 people,
almost three and half times the Hong Kong standard! In terms of an
equivalence to Hong Kong market stalls, the U.K. standard would be

32.2 stalk per 10,000 people ( 16.7 x 550 / 230 ); whereas in Hong
Kong, taking all kinds of outlets into consideration, the provision
standard was only about half the U.K. figure - that is 15.2 market
stalls per 10,000 people ( See A+B+C in Table 12 ).

One would be astonished to see the appallingly low level of
provision in modern Hong Kong, as far as the meat trade is concerned,
if he has been informed that the official planning standard for
public retail markets is merely 9.5 stalls per 10,000 people. Fur-
thermore, this figure includes all kinds of market trades, i.e. fish,
meat, and poultry; and there is an upper limit of 30,000 people to be

57 1t fish and poultry were excluded,

served by this provision standard!
the provision for meat alone would have been merely 2,8 meat stalls
per 10,000 to 30,000 people! This is because only 30.5% of the market
capacity is for meat traders ( Table 11 ). In reality, the existing
number of market meat stalls all over the Study Area is still far

below the already mean planning standard ( 1.9 against 2.8 ).

The huge difference between the U.K. and Hong Kong can hardly
be explained by the differences in the standsrd of living and eating
habit between the two places. It is certain that the retail facilities
for meat in Hong Kong are extremely poor. However, it must be stressed
that in Hong Kong the meat trade is already the best equipped with shop-

type facilities,

v

2,6 The Provision of Retail Facilities for Other Fresh Provisions

Most of the fresh provisions trades have a relatively low

rentpaying ability as compared with the meat trade. It has been
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difficulf for them to move into shop-type trading ecept for some fish
dealers, in particular, those selling Iive fish. As a whole, the retail
facilities for fish were no better than those for the meat trade. Some
dealers selling live fish ( the highest priced fish produce ) managed
to operate in shops near the market or to become incorporated within
meat stalls within a shop premises. In several aspects, the fish trade
was similar to the meat trade. It was also being protected on

hygienic grounds, though less stringently than meat, by the authorities.
However, there were more fish street sellers than mealt sellers because
the operation of a fish stall is much simplier fthan a meat stall.
Supplies are more easily available. A fish trader can get supplies

from various sources, i.e. (1) the government-controlled wholesale
markets - the prime source, (2) a bulk-breaker, (3) a Fisherman who
sells his catch at the pier, or (4) a fish breeder of pond fish from the
New Territories. Another reason for a larger number of fish traders

is the divisibility of the commodity which allows small scale
operations. A pedlar may sell a handful of fish from baskets; but

most unlikely in selling meat.

Only a very small proportion of vegetable traders traded in
retail markets, yet they occupied 16.6% of the market stalls. There.
were very few vegetable shops; in rare cases vegetable stalls were
incorporated with either fish or meat selling within a shop premises.
The rent-paying ability of the vegetable trade was very low compared
with meat and fish. Hence, the only place for the retailing of
vegetables was the street. According to the official planning standard
there should be 75 mini fruit and vegetable stalls for every 10,000 people?8
In reality, there were only 1.3 market vegetable stalls per 10,000
population in 1969 ( total 432 stalls - Table 11 ). If §Ezg§§ stalls
were included the ratio would be 56.4 ( 17,700 / 3,136,000 ). Again,
it is important to note that the official planning standard was based
on a standerd mini-stall with the size, sy in a hawker bazaar, of
50 sq ft. It is much larger than the standard size of 12 sq ft ( 3 ft
x b ft ) stipulated by the Hawker By-Law. 3ut, in practice, street

traders rarely stick to that size. On average, the gross area of a
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street stall is about 20 sq ft ( for estimation, see Chapter V )
Disregarding the situation as to whether street stalls would be accepted
by the authority as proper retail outlets, the present retail facilities
for fruits and vegetables were far below what have been aimed st by

the planning authority. For example, assuming the space which is

being used by the vegetable and fruilt traders at present was to be
reallocated in accordance with the planning standard ( 50 sq ft per
stall ), the ratio of number of stalls per 10,000 people would be

22.5 ( 56.4 / 2.5 ); less then one-third of the planning standard.

In other words, the planning standard was far too generous than that
designed for meat, fish, and poultry. This does not concern its being
adequate or inadequate, rather it is certain that such a planning

standerd is unrealistic.

3.7  Sumueny

The provision of shop-type rétail facilites as a whole was
examined by means of a comparison with those of the United Kingdom
and Japan. The provision level in Hong Kong was shown to be far
below the U.K. and Japanese standards, either in terms of number of
retail establishments or retail space in relation to population size.
Intensive labour involvement in the retail trade seemed to be the
remedy to, rather than the i1l efect of, the problem. The provision
level of reteil facilities was explored progressively from general to
specific types of retail outlets, i.e. public retail markets and
street stalls. The poor provision of public merkets was largely due
to the slow programme of market construction which has been largely

at a standstill for the past two decades.

The functions of market stalls and street stalls do not
overlap, rather they are complementary. With regard to shop-type
facilities in the food trade, they are responsible for the distribution
of rice, grocery and, to a large extent, meat. %Public retail markets
are mainly for fish and poultry and, to a lesser extent, for vegetables
and meat. There are some fruit trades based in shops, but, in most

cases, they share the shop premises with groceries. Street trading is
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dominated by vegetables and fruits. By far, the meat trade is the
best equipped with shop-type facilities; but still its provision level
is far below the planning standard which is already very mean when
compared with that of the U.K.; needless to say the rest of the street

trades.
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IV ACCEPTANCE OF STREET SHOPPING

b4 Shopping for Fresh Foodstuffs

In Hong Kong, shopping for fresh foodstuffs for the two meals
of the daj is a necessary and regular task for housewives. It is a
common practice to shop every morning; some shop even twice a day,
'in the morning as well as in the afternoon. Very few housewives shop
only once every few days or once a week. According to the interview
of households carried out in summer 1971, less than 15% of the sample
households shopped less frequently than once a day. Over 60% shopped
once a day, mainly in the morning. With regard to shopping destinations,
over half the respondents purchased from both public retail markets and
street markets. Over one-third shopped only in street markets whereas
there were only five percent who said they satisfied shopping needs
within the public retail markets without visiting any street stalls
( Table 13 ).

Generally speaking, food shopping in Hong Kong is relatively
convenient. This may be due to the ubiquity of street markets. This
is particularly true with regard to travelling distances. On average,
a housewife took less than 10 minutes to reach her shopping
destination. Over 90% of the shoppers made their trips on foot. On
average, a shopping trip ( journey and shopping ) lasted just over one
hour of which most time was spent on shopping around in the congested

food market.

Table 13 : Where to Shop for Fresh Foodstuffs,

Shopping Solely in Public Retail Markets 5.2%
Shopping Solely in Street Markets 237.5%
In Both Public Markets and Street Markets 52.7%
Unspecified 2.9%
Don't Know ' 1.7%
N = 1,100

Source: Field Interviews, 1971.
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There has been a long accepted thinking that street shopping
belongs mainly to the poor, and is not a'decent' thing for the rich.
However, according to the Interview, the picture was not so simple.
Fig. 3 shows the preference for shopping in (1) street stalls, and
(2) in both street stalls and public markets by income groups. It
appears to be that the higher the income group the less likely is to

treat street markets as the sole source of food shopping. But no

matter what income group a shopper belonged to, he/she could not som-
plete his/her shopping without visiting the street stalls as well

( Curve B in Fig, 3 ). Public markets were not specifically regarded
by the high income groups as the main source of food supplies; but
the same applied to the low income groups as well. With regard to
street markets, low income groups did tend to regard street stalls
as their major source of food shopping. It would be fair to say that
both street stalls and public markets were regarded by the public
regardless of income differentiation as twin-like shopping facilities.
One could satisfy shopping needs by visiting street stalls alone without
going to retail markets, but the reverse is not true.
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Fig. 3 ¢ Proference for Retail outlets in Food Shopping.

Source: Field Interview, 1971,
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L,2 Preference for Retail Outlets for Various Commodities

Preferences for different retail outlets vary from commodity to
commodity. For foodstuffs, there are three major retail outlets, i.e.
(1) shops, (2) market stalls, and (3) street stalls. For non-food
commodities these are (1) department stores, (2) ordinary shops, and
(3) street markets or bazaars. ( Dry goods are not sold in public
retail markets ). Figures 4 and 5 indicate the relationships between
shopping preference at various outlets. The preference was measured
in terms of how frequently one would shop at a particular retail outlet

for a particular good.

Fruits and groceries are almost unavailable in public retail
markets. Goods towards the ' wet-end ' tend to be dominated by street
stalls while those towards the ' dry-end ' are more available at
ordinary shops ( Fig. L4 ). The intermediate case is the retailing
of salt-fish, preserved sea foods, and seasonings, which is equally
important in the shops and in the street. The overlapping of retail
functions is less marked in high quality goods because goods of this
sort are seldom sold in street markets. Public retail markets are
responsible for fish, meat, and poultry ( killed and cleaned ) but
little for vegetables. Among these fresh provisions trades, meat is
the ' best ' equipped with shop-type retail facilities. There are some
poultry shops, mainly selling live birds; they are often whole-
salers. Live birds are also common in street markets. There are few
fish shops. Street stalls seem to be one of the major outlets for
fish, Trocretically, fish ard neatbstrent itradsrs are illegal, but
in practice there are large numbers of them in the street doing

their business openly among the legal traders.

The pattern of non-food shopping can be generalized in the
following way. TFor low unit-value goods people hardly shop at deparment
stores. Department stores in Hong Kong do not operate in the same
way as those in the West. They are mainly for the retailing of high
value imported stuffs, in‘particular clothings, household equipments,

and ornament articles. There is none similar to the ' Woolworth *
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type. Independent shops are still the main source of ordinary shopping
goods such as apparel and footwear, durable goods, and daily consumption
goods. Only children's wear, women's underclothing, and low-value men's
shirts are popular in street trading. Of course, more expensive
clothing such as ' trendy ' dresses are not uncommon; they are gvailable
mainly in specialized street markets or bazaars. It is interesting

to note that standardized manrufactured goods are not popular in street
trading. This may be due to the insignificant price differentials

which make street trading unprofitable.

4,z Street Shopping between High and Low Income Groups

Figure 6 presents the differences in street shopping between
the high ( monthly household income above HKD 1200 ) and low ( BKD
400 - 800 ) income groups. The comparison with other income groups,
in particular the adjacent ones, has been discarded because the
variations are slight. Thus, attention is concentrated on the variation
of shopping frequencies for various commodities in street markets
between the two income groups ( Figs. 6, A%B ). In the case of food-
shopping, high income families shopped for vegetables at street markets
as frequently as any low income family. About 70% of the respondents,
regardless of income variations, said they purchased vegetables from
street traders. As for fruits, there was a higher percentage of high
income households who shopped freguently at street stalls. This may be
due to the fact that high income households do spend more on fruits
( fresh fruits, particularly imported, are fairly expensive in Hong
Kong ). The contrast in patronizing street traders for other food-
stuffs ( the most common items are listed in Fig. 6 A ) between the two
groups was more notigable than in the cases of fruits and vegetables.
As a whole, high income households went less frequently to street
stalls for these items as compared with the low income groups. In
the case of non-food shopping, the difference is very marked ( Fig. 6 B ).
It is important to note that the items listed in Fig. 6 are very common

in street trading except the last two - better clothing and electricals.
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Almost three-quarters of the respondents said they only shopped at
street stalls on rare occasions. For those who patronized street
traders, the contrast between the two income groups was much sharper
than in the case of food-shopping. There were far fewer people from
the high income groups who regarded shopping in the street as a common
practice. As a whole, less than 15% of the total high income house-
holds who answered the question either positively or negatively. The
relevant figure in the low income groups was between 25 and 30 per
cent ( Fig. 6 B ). The wide gaps in certain shopping items such as
women's shirts and clothing materials ( the odds and ends ) may well
be accounted for by the fact that basically these items are seldom
consumed by the high income groups. For example, shirts offered by
most street traders are normally cheap, standardized, and low quality.
They are more popular among the factory female workers. Rich house-
wives would hardly buy piece cloth from a pedlar and spend hours on
the needle work. The low figures for expensive items signify the fact

that they are rarely purchased from street traders.

In comparing the differences between the two figures ( Figs.
6A & 6B ), one generalization can be drawn ( readers should not be misled
by the different vertical scales of the two diagrams. ) This is that
the variation in street shopping between the high and low income groups
is greater in non~food shopping than food shopping. In other words,
this further supports the argument that shopping for foodstuffs in
street markets is a universal phenomenon in modern Hong Koné, There
is no significant difference between the high and low income sectors.,
They both have to shop in street markets. Tt is also important to note
that Figure 6 only presents the pattern of those respondents who have
answered that they patronized street stalls regularly; those who
answered thazt they did so occasionally were not included. In fact, the
latter accounted for quite a large proportion in the case of non-food

shopping.

L. L Household Expenditure on Purchases from Street Traders

The proportion of a household's monthly expenditure going to

street traders is also an indirect measure of the relative importance
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of street trading in the ordinary life of the Hong Kong people. The
following is an overall picture of the expenditure pattern of a number
of sample households used in an official survey in 1969,39 The survey
was carried out between August and October 1969 during which some two
hundred households! daily expenses were recorded. Purchases from street
stalls were distinguished from those obtained from other sources. The
following table does not include the expenditure on housing, fuel and
electricity, transport, and miscellaneous payments because they are

not available in street trading ( Table 14 ),

Table 14 : Household expenhditure on Purchaseg from Street
Traders and All sources, August - October,‘l969n

Household Expenditure Expenditure on Purchases
on Purchases Made from from Street Traders as
Percentage of
Categories of Purchases Total
Purchasing All Street from All Household
Items Sources Traders Sources Expenditure
(a) (B) (c) (D)
% % % %
Foodstuffs 45,6 85.0 19.4 8,84
Alcoholic Drinks
& Tobacco 2.4 2.9 12.7 0.30
Clothing &
Footwear 5ok 5.7 10.9 0.58
Durable Goods 2.3 0.2 1.0 0.02
Miscellaneous :
Goods L,z 565 13.2 0.56
Services 15.5 0.4 0.3 0.0k
Others* 2h,5 N N N
Total 100.0 100.0 104 10.34

Source: Survey by Sitatistical Branch, Department of Commerce and
Industry, Hong Kong.

* This includes expenditure on housing, fuel and electricity,
transport, and other miscellaneous payments ( non-available in
street Trading ).
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Among the major categories of purchasing items, services was
the least significant group; they accounted for only 0.14% of the sample
households' expenditure on purchases made from street traders. But, in
the total expenditure bill it was the second largest expenditure item
after foodstuffs ( Col. A, Table 14 ). The largest expenditure item
in street shopping was foodstuffs; it accounted for 85% of the total
expenditure incurred in street shopping ( Col. B ). In other words,
street trading is more or less dominated by food trades. For other
dry goods such as clothing, durable goods, miscellaneous goods, and
confectionery, etc., less than 5% of the street shopping bill went
to these sorts of goods respectively. The same happened to the total
household expenditure bill of which 45.6% went to food, 2L.5% to
housing, electricity and transport, etc. ( non-shopping items ) ( Col.
A, Table 14 ); only a few percent was spent on each of the forementioned
dry goods categories. This suggests dry goods street traders have
a more or less equal standing with the formal retailers; proportionally
both capture the same extent, though fairly small, of their respective

' markets ' in the two trading systems.

For those goods which were available in both street stalls and
retail shops, generally street traders managed to capture about 10%
of their respective ' markets ' ( See Col. C, bottom figure ). About
20% of the household expenditure on foodstuffs was spent on purchases
made from street traders. The relevant figures on (1) alcoholic Drinks
and Tobacco, (2) Clothing and footwear, and (3) miscellaneous goods

were respectively 12.7%, 10.9%, and 13.2%. ( Col. C, Table 14 )

Taking all kinds of expenditure into consideration ( including
those which were unavailable in street stalls ), 10.34% of the household
expenditure bill went to various street traders. Of this 10.34%,

8.84% was for foodstuffs ( Col. D, Table 14 ).

If we examine the expenditure itemwise, some commodities were
almost solely obtained from street traders. A number of these items
have been selected and presented in Table 15. Apparently, vegetables

and fruits were the most important street trading purchases. For all
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kinds of vegetables and fruits ( dried, preserved, and fresh ), about
half the expenditure on these two groups of commodities was to street
traders. If only fresh vegetables and fruits were concerned, the per-
centages would be as high as 70 to 80%. The second stronghold was
neWSpapers and magazines; nearly 90% were obtained from street traders
( newsagents are almost non-existent in Hong Kong ). Apparel and
footwear were also common in street trading; they accounted for one-
fifth to one-quarter of the total expenditure on these two groups.

( Table 15 ).

Table 15 : Expenditure on Selected Items Purchased From
Street Traders as Percentage of Purchases from
A1l Sources.

Expenditure on Purchases
from Street Traders as %
of purchases from All

Sources
Newspapers & Magazines 87.4
Vegetables (all kinds) 58.3
Fruits L7k
Socks & Stockings, etc. 45.3
Cheap Toys 32,9
Women's Underclothing 28.2
Children's Outerclothing 20.5
Preserved Foodstuffs 19.3
Men's Underclothing 19.2
Confectionery & Tobacco 16,2
Raw Fish 6.5
Roctwear L1
Meat & Poultry 2.4
Meals 2.1

Source: Statistical Branch, Department of Commerce and Industry,
Hong Kong, 1969.
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4,5 An Estimate of the Retail Sales on Foodstuffs Handled by Street
Traders

Estimates on retail sales handled by street traders are very
difficult to make., This is mainly due to the lack of official statistics
on retail distribution. Sales to bulk-buyers, restaurants, factory
canteens, meal caterers, etc. are unknown. According to my field
experience, it is not uncommon to see some street traders, in particular
vegetable traders, acting as suppliers to large buyers., The present
estimation is worked out along the line of the above mentioned house-

hold expenditure analyses.

According to the official Household Expenditure Survey ( 1963 -
1964 )?O in 1964 the average monthly expenditure per household was
HKD 621. Taking the 1964 figure as the base ( 100 ), and the Retail
Price Index into consideration; the 1970 figure will be HKD 806 ( the
Retail Price Index for 1970 is 129.8 ). According to Colume A in Table
14, 45.6% of the Household expenditure would have been spent on foodstuffs
purchased from all kinds of retailers, i.e. shops, public markets, or
street stalls. This amounts to about HKD 365.20. Of this, 19.4% should
be spent on food purchases from street traders alone, i.e. HKD 70.80
( 365.2 x 19.4% ). The annual purchases from street traders per household
would be HKD 850,30 ( 70.8 x 12 ). Assuming this is applicable to all
households for the present Study Area - 710,890 households in 1970 -
the grand total would be

HKD 850.3 x 710,890 = HKD 60%.7 million

where well over half ( 319.6 million ) were generated from fruit and
vegetable séles,ql Hence, it would be fair to say that street trading

in Hong Kong is dominated mainly by vegetable and fruit trades.
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L6 Summary

This chapter and the preceding one emphasize the need for a
serious and objective examination of the scale and magnitude of street

trading in Hong Kong. The problem was explored in three ways.

In Chapter 3, it was suggested that the slow but gradual up=-
wards transition from street trading to shop-type trading in most fresh
provisions trades except meat, and the slow progress in market provision,
are the main reasons for the heavy dependence on street traders as an

important source of food supplies, especially of vegetables and fruits.

The second approach adopted here was to examine how street trading
is being accepted by the general public. There was strong evidence
showing street shopping as a universal phenomenon in Hong Kong. It
was also acceptable in the eyes of the high income sector of the
society. The patronizing of street traders was not motivated by
economic considerations but rather by convenience. This is particularly

true in the case of shepping for fruits and vegetables.

The third way of measuring the magnitude of street trading is
by means of an examination of household expenditure contributed to
street traders. On average, a household would spend well over one~
tenth of its monthly e¥Xpenditure on purchases from street traders, of
which over 80% were for foodstuffs. Foodstuffs purchased from street
traders accounted for 20% of a household's food bill. The estimated
annual turnover of foodstuffs»handled by street traders amounted to
over 600 million Hong Kong dollars. However, those incurred in bulk-
breaking and bulk-selling to restaruants, food caterers and other none
resident households were not included in this estimate. In the U.K.
street traders accounted for only one to two percent of the total
retail sales ( 1966 ),42 Although similar statistics are unavailable
for Hong Kong, yet ten percent of the houschold expenditure bill is not

a small sum!
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The three ways of looking at the scale and magnitude of street
trading suggest that street trading is not simply a supplement to the
formal retail system, but it is an integral part of the total retail
distribution system. Street stalls and shops afe functionally comple-
mentary to one another, particularly in the food trade. High-value
foodstuffs are supplied by shops and to a less extent by public retail
markets. The role of street traders is to fill the gap between the two.
In the trade of fruits and vegetables, street traders even dominate

almost the entire ' market '.
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V. STREET TRADING CHARACTERI STT CS

The main concern in the present study is to investigate the
extent to which the street traders in Hong Kong are acting in the way
similar to ordinary shop retallers, or in other words, their trades-
manship or degree of professionalism. However, an insight into the
characteristics and actual operation of the street traders! business
is necessary in the analysis of the economics of street trading.

In this chapter, the sex and age distribution of street traders, and
the status and characteristics of street trading operation will be

discussed in turn.

5.1 Demographic¢ Characteristics

511 Sex Distribution

According to the survey of 32 sample areas, 45.4% of the people
engaged in street trading were female, The ratio between female and
male was approximately 1 to 1.2. Thus street trading did not appear
to be dominated by either sex. However, if this ratio were compared
with that of the working population in the commercial sector (‘]:305),AB
street trading would probably be regarded as a female-oriented acti-
vity (Table 1). The relatively high percentage of female traders is
largely due to thé fact that one or two large trades are still more
female-oriented. For example, in Vegetables S56.4% of the operatives
are female as compared with approximately 30% in others; and, this

trade accounts for more than one-quarter of the total street trading

population.
Table 16: Sex Distribution
Male Female
Street Trading (32 Sample areas) 5L . 6% L5, 4%
Commercial Sector (HK) 75.5% 2k, 5%
Total population (HK) 50, 8% kg, 2%

Sources: Field Survey (1971) and Population Census,
1971 (Hong Kong)
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There are more male operatives in trades selling dry goods.
Wet goods are handled mainly by female operatives, in particular
fresh vegetables and fruits. Selling raw meat and fish is mainly
the male's job; 80% of the stalls were run by male traders. It is
strange to see newspapers and magazines being handled more often
by female than by male operatives. This does not conform to the
common preconception of a large number of newspaper-boys delivering
papers from door to door. The relatiwvely high female participation
may be due to the legal status and stability of making one's living

by this form of street trading.

5.12 Age Distribution

The age distribution is more complicated (Table 17). A com-
parison of street trading with the commercial sector is useful in
finding out if street trading is a "refuge' occupation for the aged.
Both sectors have the same mean age of 40.9 years. In detgil, the
percentages of young age groups in street trading are much lower than
those in the commercial sector. In the elderly groups, a clear dis-
tinction is that 11.2% of the street traders are over sixty years old
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