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Preface

This is part I of a two part Report on "The Impact of
Industrialization on Fertility in Hong Kong." Part I is pre-
pared by C.¥. Choi of the Social Research Centre and K.C. Chan
of the Hong Kong Family Planning Association. This part con-
cerns mainly with actual fertility behaviour, socio-economic
differentials in fertility and, patterns of birth control
practices. Part II which concerns mainly with psychological
attitudes relating to fertility, is being prepared by Dr. Betty
Chung and will be issued separately. Dr. Betty Chung was
Research Specialist at the Social Research Centre until Decem~-

ber 1972 and is now with the East-West Centre in Hawaii.
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CHAPTER T

HONG KONG UNDER INDUSTRIALIZATION

Hong Kong, often described as the Pearl of the Orient,
lies between latitude 22 9' and 22 37'y on the south-eastern
coast of Ching. The total area includes Hong XKong Island,
Kowloon Peninsula and the New Territories. After various dis-
putes, China ceded Hong Kong Island and Kowloon Peninsula to
Britain in 1841 and 1860 respectively, in 1898, the area was
extended by a 99-year lease of the New Territories, and these
areas form the British Crown Colony of Hong Kong. The total
area of the Colony is 3%98.5 square miles. Topographically,
the land is rugged and the soil is thin and barren and less
than 10 percent of the land is being farmed. Mineral wealth
is negligible and natural resources are poor nor has Hong Kong
been thekrecipient of international aid except for a very small
assistance fund for refugees and charitable donations for
social welfare., Inspite of these limitations, Hong Kong has

grown into a highly industrialized cityo.

Economic development is generally regarded as the pro-
cess by which income-per-capita rises over a long period of
time accompanied by urbanization, changing proportion of labour
force engaged in the Primary, Secondary and Tertiary industries,
changes in the production and consumption patterns and a sus-
talned rise in the standard of living., A description of these
changes in Hong Kong not only would attest its economic achieve~
ment but would help to offer at least a partial explanation for
the behaviour of its population, socially and demographically.
Discussion in this chapter attempts to review certain indicators
of Hong Kong's industrialization and to postulate the consequences
of such changes which tend to shape and modify the behaviour of
the population.



The need for industrialization

Compared with other developing countries, Hong Kong's
need for industrialization has been most pressing in the last
two decades during which the population has doubled from
slightly over 2 million in 1952 to approximately 4 million in
1972. While economic development has been upheld as the solu-
tion to poverty, unemployment, unmet aspirations or even disin-
tegration among many countries of the world, industrialization
in Hong Kong is the only means of survival. WithAthe extreme
shortage of natural resources limiting the expansion of the
primary-industries, the sudden and raplid population growth is
fatal to this economy with its traditional function of an
entreport. This had led many people to believe that the future
stability of this Colony depends almost exclusively, as in the

past years, on its continued and sustained industrial growth.

Growth indicators

The general approach in classifying countries according
to the various stages of industrialization is to observe a) the
rural-urban distribution of the population b) the industrial
composition of the labour force c¢) changes in the pattern of
external trade and most important of all 4) the income-per-
capita and its rate of growth. We shall look at Hong Kong's

unique situation in more detail.

Urbanization

Hong Kong is not a country with distinct urban and
rural sectors. Urbanization which is achieved mainly through
rural-urban migration in other countries has never operated to
any signlficant extent in Hong Kong. The growth of the urban
population has been achieved by natural increase and immigration,

mainly from her huge hinterland, mainland China. In 1961, the



rural population was well below 13 percent of the total popula~-
tion. The 1960's have been a period of rapid urbanization in

Hong Kong during which built up areas and satellite towns have
occuplied areas previously regarded as rural. As g result, the
size of the rural population has been further reduced to an in-

significant level.

Industrial distribution of the labour force

Economic growth is generally accompanied by industriali-
zation in the sense that an increasing proportion of workers are
being transferred from the primary industries to the secondary
industries. In Hong Kong, being a city state, both the number
and proportion engaged in the primary industries has been small,
However, it is still possible to observe the decreasing trend
of workers engaged in those primary industries. During the
inter-censal period 1961 to 1971, the proportion of workers in
these industries declined from 7.3 percent to 4 percent of the
total working force. Whereas in the manufacturing industries,
the proportion of workers increased from 39.9 percent to 42,8
percent and the number of industrial undertakings rose from

5,600 to 18,700 during the same period.



Table 1.1 “Working population by
industry, 1961 and 1971

Indust 1961 1971 % increased
naastry Male Female Male Female . Male TFemale

Manufacturing 319,338 156,182| 385,546 291,195 | 20.7 86.9

Construction 91,821 8,360 137,951 30,822 | 50.2 268.7
Commerce 109,915 21,364 157,333 51,271 | 43%3.1 139.9
Communi cation 78,423 8,317 105,993 8,729 | 35.1 k.9

Service 158,517  106,806| 198,029 114,144 | 24.9 6.9
Others* 91,558  40,498] 65,137 35,980 | -28.8 =11.1
Total 849,572 3hk1,527n,049,989 532,860 23.6 56,0

* Including primary industries, utilities etc.

The increase in female working population has been more

rapid than males. This is specially true in the manufacturing,

construction and commercial sectors where female employment

greatly increased during the 1961 - 1971 inter-censal period.

In 1961, among a total of 475,000 employed in manufacturing

industries, only 156,OOOAor less than 35 percent were females;

in 1971, females employed in this sector increase to 292,000 to

constitute 40 percent of the total. In a similar way, female

employment in the construction, commerce sector also increased

rapidly.

In a recent article published by the Government Depart-

s s ] . . .
ment of Census and Statisti¢s , the inerease in economically

active population (working population plus job-seekers) was

mainly (86%) due to population change; changes in labour force

participation rates over the 10 year period has a comparatively

1 Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics, October 1972 "Special
Review: Labour Supply Projections in Hong Kong'", p. 64-65.




smaller effect, i.e. 14 percent. However, it was shown clearly
that there was an overall increase in female participation rates
(except for the age-group 45-54) which compensated for a drop in
the male participation rates. This increase was particularly
important at younger ages, i.e. these aged 15=19 and 20-2L,
Postponed marriages and the deferment of having the first child
are possible correlates of this trend, althoug the causes for
this phenomenon most be manyfold and most probably include the
rapid growth of Hong Kong's industries which, for many years
have created a large labour demand. Parallel to the growth of
the manufacturing industries has been the rapid development of
finance, insurance and business services in which the number of
workers increased from 43,000 to 71,000, an increase of 65 per=-
cent during the 1961~1971 intercensal period. This is a very
significant development, reflecting the maturity of Hong Kong's

industrialization.

Unemployment rates have always been very low - 1.7 per=
cent in 1961, 3.8 percent in 1966 and 4.4 percent in 1971.
During recent years, the number of industrial vacancies regis-
tered with the government has been large and usually exceeded
the number of job seekers. This is particularly true with jobs

suitable for women workers.

Changes in the pattern of export trade snd the rise in per-
capita income

The development of industrialization can also be dis-
cerned by observing the changes in pattern of external trade.
For a developing country, its total export would consist mainly
of agricultural products. For an entrevort, in the absence of
a distinct rural sector, its totsl export would consist mainly
of re-exports. This was the case in Hong Kong prior to 1960's,
Prior to 1957, exports and re-exports were not separated because
the former was negligible. In 1957, re-exports accounted for

60 percent of the total exports; these declined to 25 percent



in 1961 and further to 20 percent in 1971 while total exports
have risen from $HK 3,016 million in 1957 to $HK 17,164 million
in 1971, a nearly sixfold increase. It is thus evident that
the decline in the relative importance of Hong Kong's entreport
function is the result of its rapid industrialization which has
produced an increasing volume of manufactured goods for export

to other parts of the world.

The expansion of the manufacturing industries has opened
up ample job-opportunities for the population. The increase in
the proportion of the economically active population during the
last 20 years, coupled with the rise in productivity and re-
expansion of its entreport trade, have resulted in a rapid rise

in income per-capita as given in Table 1.2.

Table 1.2 Hong Kong's Percapita Income 1951-1971

Year Per-capita income Rate of increase
1951 | 1,575

1956 1,629 1% per annum
1961 2,114 11% per annum
1966 3,371 10% per annum
1971 5,000 10% peraannum

Source: P. 155, Table 5 Hong Kong's Gross Domestie Product,
Hong Kong: A Classical Growth Model by T.Y. Cheng,
1969, Per-capita income in 1971 was computed based
on the real-wage rate since 1956,

Despite the fact that the above per-capita income statis-
tics were computed from different sources using‘different method-
ology, the upward trend is very obvious. There was a very modest
increase in the period 1951-1956 with less than 1 percent growth
per annum on the average. In the following decade, a significant

increase was observed averaging 11 percent per annum. This period



might well be taken as the take-off-stage of Hong Kong's econo-
mic growth. During the following period (i.e. 1966 and onwards)
income per-capita has continued to rise representing a period of
sustained growth, At present, Hong Kong's income per-capita is
ranked only second to Japan and is probably the highest among
all the developing countries in South-East Asiae Analysis of
the time curve of Hong Kong's per-capita income is particularly
relevant because of the association between economic growth and
demographic transition. It has been postulated that fertility
decline would be likely to take place after the population has
attained substantial economic progress. The fact that the de-
cline in Hong Kong started to become significant after 1965

tends to support this hypothesis.

Changes consequent on Hong Kong's economic growth

The prosperity of Hong Kong is reflected by the very
large increase in Government revenue and the large Government
expenditures, particulerly on education and medical services.
While Government's revenue was trebled from 1961 to 1971, ex-~
penditures on education and mediéal services were more than
doubled though the population increased by only 25 percent
during the same period. The impact of expanding investment on
social overheads is tremendous. The Government's 7-year plan
on primary school education in the late 1950's and subsequent
expansion of secondary school education has raised the general
educational standard of the population. The problem of illi-
teracy is now confined mainly to the rural and marine population.
lmprovement in general and vocational education has made availa-
ble increased numbers of semi~-skilled, skilled and professional
workers now being absorbed in the expanding industries, espe-
cially the latter who were previously recruited abroad. Adop-
tion of new ideas and technologies have induced changes in
values and attitudes, production and consumption patterns which

are indispensable in g modernizing and expanding economy.



The impact of the expansion in the Medical and Health services
has been responsible in general, for the lengthening of life=-
expectancy through the control and reduction of mortality rates
of epedemic diseases, in particular the Maternal and Child
Health Programme has improved the general state of health of
both mothers and children. Success of this health programme
can be demonstrated by the infant, neonatal and mortality rates
which have declined to levels comparable to the advanced coun=

tries of the world.

Reduction in mortality itself would have caused demo=-
graphic changes, i.e. the size and age structure of the popula-
tion, more important is its impact upon fertility. Many writers
on population believe that fertility reduction would be impossi=-
ble without a corresponding reduction in mortality. In Hong
Kong significant fertility decline took place after 1965 when
the crude death rate was around the level of 5 per thousand.
Demographically, Hong Kong is now approaching the final stage
of demographic transition in which both low birth and death

rates are to be expected.

Changes in the consumption patterns

In a community with wages near the 'subsistence level',
it can be expected that in order to satisfy the most pressing
needs, an over-whelming proportion of income will be spent on
the necessities of life. With rises in the real wage rates,
an increasing proportion of ingome will be expended on the high
priced and non~essential goods. The following table provides
the weights attached to the different groups of commodities

corresponding to the years when data are available.



Table 1.3 Weights of commodities by yvears

Category 1963=6% 1972

FPoodstuff h6.3 Lo,7
Housing 15.6 179
Fuel & Light 3.0 3.9
Alcoholic drinks & Tobacco 3.1 3.9
Clothing & Footwear 6.b 79
Durable goods 2.6 2.2
Miscellaneous k.3 L.6
Transport & Vehicles 3.4 3.k
Services 153 15.6

100.0 100.0

Weights for 1972 have been adjusted by the price index and
these weights can be applied to those whose monthly expendi-
ture falls between *$100 to $1,999 unpublished data obtained
from the Department of Census and Statistics Hong Kong Govern-
ment.

From the above table, it appears that there is a ten-
dency for people to spend more on the less vital and more
luxurious or non-essential items. The increasing amount of
expenditure on fuel and light might well be the result of more
extensive use of electrical applicances such as air-conditioners
and heaters which are now easily available. The increasing
expenditure on alcoholic drink and tobacco reflects a higher
consumption of such items in night clubs, bars and restaruantg
following the prosperity of these industries. More weight is
also attached to clothing and foot-wear suggesting that people
are now paying increasing attention to their personal appearance.

All these have indicated an unambiguous rising trend in the
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standard of living since 1963. It is unfortunate that similar
weights did not exist prior to 1963, otherwise the above trend

might even be more illuminating.

Chnages in the pattern of consumption might have impor-
tant theoretical implications. Before the period of the "tagke-
off", the majority of the people were content, or forced to be
content, with the simple ways of 1life. Luxurious spending was
limited to the small minority. Economic growth has brought
about a large increase in the middle income group whose increased
earnings have enabled them tc share some of the luxurious consump-
tion practices of the very rich. In an exposed economy like Hong
Kong with easy hire~purchase terms for nearly all consumer dura-
bles, the idea of "keeping up with the Jones's" soon began to
gain momentum and spread to all social and economic classes.
Poesession of consumer durables, such as TV, motor cars, air-
conditioners are common are are enjoyed even by residents of
Low Cost Housing and Resettlement Estates. Once aspiration for
a higher standard of living has been aroused, it is pursued with
still greater eagerness. Never before were the people in Hong
Kong so prone to spending. However, to maintain and further
raise thestandard of living requires a still higher level of
income which is normally secured by harder and/or longer hours
of works This symbolises the riddle of economic growth, i.e.
economic growth has made possible a higher level of spending
which, according to the Keysian Theory, stimulates further
economic growth. Thus, Hong Kong once a traditional Chinese
community in which the virtue of thrift and self-denial were
highly valued has now given way to a modernized, high spending

community.
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Eagerness for pecuniary rewards

Hong Kong from the very beginning has been a commercial
city. The majority of immigrants were attracted to this Colony
with one thing in common -~ for trade and employment. This was
at leasf true before the Second World War though after the War,
the "push' factors have been more political in nature. The rich
or the successful businessmen have always been treated with
admiration. Indeed, in a "laissez-faire" economy money does
not only represent purchasing power but also fame, since social
status and prestige go with wealth. In the eyes of the public,
the success of an individual is assessed on his earning capacity
and how his income is earned is of minor importance. With such
a background, it is not difficult to understand the eager pur-
suit of pecuniary rewards. Overseas Chinese have been lacking
in interest in the political arena. Inherited from such a
traditicn and torn between the two Chinese Governments, the
majority of Chinese in Hong Kong are indifferent to politics
as evidenced by the very small percentage of eligible citizens
who vote for the election of members in the Urban Council.
Ambitious men and women, realising that advancement in the
political field is limited, would naturally turn their minds
in pursuit of monetary rewards to gain recognition. Conse-
quently, human behaviour is gradually dominated mainly by
economlc motives. People in Hong Kong are materialistic, and
practical in the sense that almost every decision is carefully
weighted against its economic consequence. It is not uncommon
for parents to encourage their children to take up occupations
which promise high economic returns, often against their
interests and aptitude. Even children at their early days are
taught implicitly the magic value of money and trained to seek
primarily for monetary rewards when they join the labour force.
Such an up-bringing is, of coufse detrimental to the all~round
development of an individual, but such an attitude has also
been proved to bb a powerful means of accelerating economic

growth,
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More alarming is the very strong desire to reap short-
term economic rewards. Hong Kong is a Colony that exists under
very special circumstances. Many feel the pressure of 'borrowed
time and borrowed space'. To enjoy the pleasure that wealth
can bring does not only require g high level of income but the
ability to attain it soon enough. However, a large income can~
not normally be secured by most wage or salary earnefs° The
desire to become rich 'overnight' has led to excessive gambling
in the past and heavy speculation in the Stock Exchange Market
at present. Speculation in the stock market used to be confined
to professionals but has now extended to almost all sectors of
the community, including housewives and manuzl workers. The
prosperity in the stock market, of course, reflects the advance-
ment of industrialization and commerce and the rise of income
which enable those in the middle-income bracket to participate
in its activities. High-risk taking in the hope to reap short-
term profit certainly plays a very important role and is, in
fact, an outstanding feature of the population under industriagl-

ization.

Development of competitive attitude

Hong Kong has been well-known as a free port. In the
absence of monetary or fiscal policies and protective general
tariff, the economy is oriented to keen competition. Starting
from the early days of industrialization, local industries
have never been protected as they would have in other countries,
their survival and development largely depend on the flexibility
of the economic system. Under excellent entrepreneurship, the
factors of production are being constantly chanelled to the type
of productions that have higher relative efficiency over their
foreign competitors. To stand out triumphant in the midst of
intensive competition, both local and abroad, requires a highly
competitive labour force trained in their early school dayse

In Hong Kong, school children are being trained to compete
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among themselves. They have to sit for a series of competitive
examinations either to be promoted to a higher grade or to gain
admission into secondary schools or universities. In many
schools, there are rapidly decreasing number of classes for
students in the higher grades. To be promoted to a higher
grade, students must not only prove they are qualified but also
better than their fellow-students. This pyramidic set-up in
the education system has been severely criticised by many socio=
logists and educators, nevertheless, the need for competitive
examination still prevails. Nor does keen competition end
after school days, it exists among workers of all trades

elther for promotion or for higher wages. Bqually keen compe-
tition might also prevail for the same motives in other coun-
tries, However, in Hong Kong, it has been intensified by the

overwhelming drive for monetary rewards.

Rising status of women

Industrialization has enhanced the female participation
rate.particularly those in their late teens or early twenties.
In the textile, toy, wig and electronic industries which re-
quire delicate touch and supple fingers, the need for women
workers has grown by leaps and bounds. Of the 564,000 workers
in the manufacturing industries, 51 percent are women, but
there is still an acute shortage of women workers in industries
and domestic service. Never before have women been so much in
demand nor have they had such a good chance of finding occupa-
tions to suit their personal abilities and interests. With the
expansion in the education programme, women nowadays are better
educated and they begin to realise their rights and responsibi-
lities. This has led to the passing of the Marriage Reform Bill
followed by the Inheritance Bill, the former abolishes concu-
binage once and for all and the latter provides the Chinese women
the right to inheritance. Conditions of service and pay though

still unequal now in the Civil Service will be made equal by 1975.
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A1l these have raised the status of women in gemeral. Married
women are no longer the helpless dependents of their husbands,
who used to be the sole decision maker in the Chinese traditional
family. Previously, the role between husband and wife was very
distinct, the principal functions of a traditional women were
limited to cooking, educating and taking care of the children

at home. Now, they are beginning to participate in economic
activities and to help support their families; they earn and

spend and indeed have become a major economic force.

Demographically, since it is increasingly possible to
attain economic independence through employment in factories or
elsewhere, the desire to getl married at relatively younger ages
as a means of economic security has been correspondingly dis=-
couraged. Some girls at least no longer consider ultimately
getting married as an inevitable 'must'. This probably explains
the rising age at first marriage in the last 1 or 2 decades.

For the last ten years the rising age at first marriage has
been avery important factor in the reduction of fertility rates

especially in the younger age groups.

The rising cost of raising children

The rising status of the female population is accom-
panied by the increasing cost of raising children. In Hong
Kong, where salary scales are largely dependent on academic
qualifications, the need to provide their childrsn with the
highest possible education is readily recognised. This alone
is a source of bofh financial and emoctional strain especially
for those who take pride in their children's academic achieve-
ments. The causes for thelir anxieties are many. Parents
start to worry when the children fail in any one of the school
examinations nor will their minds be eased if the children
work or study too hard at the expense of their health which

often is a necessity at the current education system.
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For those who are less fortunate in the competitive examinations
and subsequently denied the opportunitlies to go for higher edu-
cation, the situation is even worst if the children have not
come to working ages. The fear that their children will become
juvenile delinguents upon falling into bad companies has

exerted a constant emotional strain upon the parents. In fact,
future prospects in terms of education and job=-opportunities

for their children have been the main concern of the parents in

the last two decades and they have never been so agcuate.

Young children are to be carefully looked after. The
increasing shortage of domestic servants has prevented many
women from participating in economic activities which rapid
industrialization has opened up for them. To the more career-
minded women, nursing homes have been their possible alterna-
tives as evidenced by the prosperity of this 'industry' in
recent years. However, the price of entrusting the care of
their children to these commercial set-ups is exorbitant.
Consequently, out of the average income of a working wife, not
much will be left after this and other marginal charges have
been met. In addition to providing the children with the
basic necessities of life, the additional cost expended on
taking proper care of them is tremendous. Hence, decision
will have to be made by many women whether having or not having
additional children and subsequently whether working or not
working. Assuming these decisions are rational, rising costs,
either mental or financial, is bound to affect adversely the
attitude towards having additional children. The desire to
become economic independent, if women prefer that way, coupled
with the rising costs of raising children have probably led to
the wide-spread use of contraceptive methods which undoubtedly

has depressed fertility to the current level.



16

Problems of industriaglization

Hong Kong is committed to industrialization and expan-
sion of trade and is inevtiably accompanied by urbanization
.demographically defined as agglomeration of population living
in the highly urbanized place. Urbanization has been regarded
as being both a necessary condition for and a consequence of
development. However, urdanization is believed to be a problem
and there is no exception for Hong Kong. The growth of the
already over-crowded metropolitan region presents a scale of
problems which specially manifest themselves in housing short-

age, traffic conjestions and deterioration of human relationship.

To house a rapidly growing population, the Government
has long been aware that the traditional approaches of leaving
housing development largely to market forces are inadequate.
The establishment of both Resettlement and Low Cost Housing
Estates though have successfully accomodated about 1/3 of the
total population, has still left much of the demand unment.
Rent in the private sector has risen rapidly since 1967 and
forced the Government to put up rent-control in 1970. Even
then the prevailing chronic poor housing standard is not com-
parable with the rapidly rising living standard and the very

large proportion of income going for rental payments.

Equally acute is the problem of transportation. With
rising income, the inadequacy of the development in public
transportation has pushed up the demand for private vehicles
which are now afforded by the majority of the middle income
bracket. It appears that a vicious circle has been formed, i.e.
excessive number of privately owned vehicles has hindered the
development of public transportation given the limitation of
land for road construction and this, in turn, has made the
possession of private vehicles a necessity. The opening of
the Cross-Harbour Tunnel in 1972 has mitigated the problem to

a certain extent. However, the problem is in no way solved in
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- the absence of a practical long-term transportation policy.
Bottle necks and congestions are still frequent and become
unbearable during rush hours. Recntly, plans for the Sub-=Way
Transportation System have been made and approved by the Legis-
lative Council but the whole System will not be operated in full
swing until early 1980°'s. Until then, traffic conditions will

probably remain chaotic.

Many believe that there is a complex association between
human relationship and economic growth. As long as people are
too keen in pursuit of pecuniary rewards, they tend to overlook
other aspects of human life such as courtesy, brotherhood and
love. Indeed, in a highly commercialized city like Hong Kong,
the traditional stronghold among neighbourhood has been funda-
mentally shaken; People in Hong Kong are criticized as being
indifferent to surrondings and occurences that are not their
direct concern. The former is evidenced by the pollution of
public places as roads, parks and pavements while personal
cleanliness and tidiness are generally observed. The latter
is exemplified by the reluctance to render help in cases of
emergencies, like fire and robbery. On the other hand, being
tempted by a variety of luxious spending of those who are more
successful in life, many resort to viclence, theft and robbery.
In general, the increasing incidences of violence and crimes in
the last decade might serve as a reflection of the deterioration
of human relationship and could have been attributed by rapid

industrialization in Hong Kong.
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CHAPTER II

POPULATION AND FERTILITY

Hong Kong's population

Very much alike that of economic and social development,
the population trend in Hong Kong since the War has been one of
rapid growth. This growth was initially the result of large
scale refugee migration from China since the War until around
1952 and then the additions through the excess of births over
deaths associated with relatively high fertility and low mor-
tallity in the mid-1950's and 1960's. At the same time, the

population of Hong Kong has gradually become more settled.

Before the War, Hong Kong's population had been charac-
terized by its transitionary nature. The greater part of the
population came to Hong Kong mainly for trade and employment
without the aim of settling permanently. This included both
the Chinese and Westerners. Many of those who came from China
did not bring their wives and families, but commuted to and from
their places of origin. Before the quota system of migration
control was strictly enforced in the early 1960's (although
established in 1950), there was little restriction of movements
between China and Hong Kong1° This, together with the often
turbulent conditions in China and the greater job opportunities
in Hong Kong, resulted in a constant flow of migrants from
China. Hong Kong before and immediately after the War has been

esgentially a "migrant metropolis".

L The Treaty of Bogue, 1843, stipulated free movement of Chinese
into Hong Kong. Eudocott and A. Hinton, Fragrant Harbour,
Oxford University Press, 1962, p. 95.
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Pre-War censuses showed extremely high sex-ratios, a
characteristic of most migrant-receiving populations, indicating
that there had been many more males than females. This had been
particularly acute within working ages. For example, for those
aged 15«29, there were more than two times males than females
in 1911 and 1921. Even to-day in 1971, for those aged 30 to
bh, the sex-ratio was still high —- 1,142 males to 1,000 females.

Table 2.1 Numbers, sex-ratios and places of
birth of Hong Kong's population,
1911=1971
g::jzs Population. Sex-ratio? gzigeﬁzigeﬂorn
1911 456,740 1844 33,0
1921 625,170 1580 27.2
1931 840,470 1348 32.8
196 3,133,130 1056 h7.7
1966** 3,716,400 1029 5%.8
1971 3,948,180 1033 56.0

*  Number of Males per 1,000 females
** One percent Sample-Census

The proportion of population born in Hong Kong was also
low and remained so even after the War. The 19771 census counted
only 55 percent of the population locally born, although it is
clear from Table 2.1 that the migrant features have become less
distinet and the sex-ratio dropped from a high of 1,84k in 1911
to the more normal 1,033 in 1971. The proportion Hong Kong born
also increased, though very gradually, from around 30 percent to

the present 56 percent.



The 30 year period between 1931 and 1961 was one of
political and economic turmoil for both China and Hong Kong -
the Second World War which began in 1937 for China, and the
1949 Communist Victory over the Nationalists. Both incidents
brought large numbers of refugees into Hong Kong. The popula-
tion in 1941 was estimated to be 1,640,000, This estimate was
made by the Hong Kong Air Raid wardens. Late in 1941, Japan
invaded Hong Kong and subsequently occupied both Kowloon and

Hong Kong Island. The Japanese occupation caused difficulties
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in trade and commerce and eventually made food supplies to Hong

Kong erratic. Large numbers of people went voluntarily or were
deported by the Japanese Authority to China or to near-by Macao
the population estimated at the end of the War in 1945 was
around 500,000, less than one-third the population in 1941.

The post-War period saw tremendous influx of migrants
initially consisting mainly of returnees who went to China
during the War, and later of refugees who fled the Communist-
Nationalist War since 1947. The number of refugee-immigrants
cannot be exactly determined; but that it was over a million
and a half is very probable. A United Nations Report by E.
Humbroll estimated a number of 1,285,000 refugees between 1945
and 19495 and E. Szcepanik estimated a further 130,000 for
1950 and 70,000 fro ’195’12o In 1951, Hong Kong's population
was estimated to be 2.0 million, and in 1956, it was estimated
at 2.6 million® an increase of more than 2 million since the

end of the Second World War.

1 E. Humbro, The Problems of Chinese Refupgees in Hong Kong

(Leyden, 1955) p. 148,

o
]

2 E. Szcepanik, The Fconomic Growth of Hong Kong, (London, 1958),

P 154,

> Hong Kong Government Annual Report, 1956.



The major difference between pre-War immigrants and
post-War immigrants is that the later have come to settle and
have not commuted to and from China as did the pre-War immi-
grants. The political surroundings had become inducive to

settling permanently in Hong Kong.

Partly because of the migration history and partly
because of a high level of fertility experienced during the
1950s, the first post-War census in 1961 showed a very irre-

gular age structure.

21
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In 1961, Hong Kong's population was 3.1 million, 40.7
percent of whom were under 15 years of age. This is partly the
result of the relatively large number of births in the 1950s
and partly the additions through immigration of whole families
which included children. The yearly number of births during
the 1950's had been rather large; and this was attained inspite
of the difficult economic situation at that time. Almost all
of those aged 5 and under (95%) were born in Hong Kong, and a
large percentage of those over 5 years old but under 15 were
born locally. The main feature of Hong Kong's population age~-
structure is of course the shortage of youths aged 15 - 24 in
1961 who became 25 - 34 in 1971. In 1971, the size of the 25 -
34 age-group was 406,000 which was 10.3 percent of the total
population. The age-groups adjacent to this were much larger
in size, as shown in the age pyramids above. This structure
is neither representative of a developing country of consistently
high fertility and mortality, nor representative of a developed
industrialized country of low fertility and mortality. It is
difficult to pin-point exactly the causes which contributed to
this irregularity, but several factors were clearly of concern.
Firstly, the Second World War almost certainly caused a sharp
decline of births and a rise in infant mortality both in Hong
Kong and in Chain. Secondly, the children of those who settled
in Hong Kong after the War had not grown to these ages, and
thirdly, migration might have been selective and the bulk of
the migrants were of higher ages. Whatever the causes, the
irregularity in the age-structure of Hong Kong's population has
important and far reaching consequences, socially, economically
as well as demographically. The demographic consequence will be

discussed at a later section.

In 1971, the basic age-structure of the population is
similar to the 1961 structure, except that the indented part of
the age pyramid has now moved up by 10 years, and the population
size has grown to nearly 4 million, a 25.8 percent increase over

1961. But the population is much more settled than before; 56
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percent of the total population was born in Hong Kong. Among
those born outside, 67 percent are in the age-group 35 and
above. The sex-ratio has declined and although there are still
considerable migration from China. These are mainly illegal

and have been estimated to be around 10,000 a yearq.

Following the post-War period of rapid modernization,
the educational level of the Hong Kong population has consider-

ably risen.

Primary school education is now provided free in govern=
ment schools since 1971, and the maximum use of school buildings
-- separately for morning and afternoon schools -~ enables the
provision of enough school places for the children. Almost all
children between the ages 6 and 12 are in schools and the pro-
portion of population aged 10-14 who has received no or less
than primary school education is only 1.9 percent. Illiteracy

can be expected to vanish when these children grow to adulthood.

Secondary education has also been expanded. The 1971
census shows that 19.8 percent of population over 15 years of
age had at least some secondary school education as against
13.1 percent in 1961, If only the age group 20-24 is taken
into consideration, the difference is even sharper, 53.6 per-
cent in 1971 against 40.8 percent in 1961, showing that there

had been & considerable rise in the level of education.

At present, there are 349 secondary schools in Hong
Kong and there is also a government plan to greatly accelerate
the expansion of secondary education in the next ten years so
that every child of suitable age can be accomodated in junior
secondary schools. Consequently, the level of literacy rose
from ?4.6 percent in 1961, to 78.3 percent in 1966, The per-
centage of persons who could speak English also increased from
less than 10 percent in 1961 to 20 percent in 1966 and to 25.4

percent in 1971.
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Fertility patterns and trends

Most writings on Hong Kong's population trends have
noted two important characteristics: firstly, the rapidly
declining crude birth rate and secondly, the very irregular
age-structure which contributed partly to this decline. To a
varying degree, both of these characteristics can be found in
the populations of many industrializing nations in Asia ——
Singapore, S. Korea, Taiwan, Malaysia. But the rapidity of
fertility decline and the degree of irregularity of the popu=

lation structure are perhaps rather exceptional.

Hong Kong's birth rate was high between 35 and 40 per
thousand of population before 1960. The highest was 37 per
thousand in 1956 and 1958. Thereafter it declined to 35 in
1960, 28.1 in 1965 and 20.0 in 1970, In 1972, it was 19.7.
The total number of births each year was usually over 10,000
in 1950's and early sixties but declining rapidly to about
70,000 per year during the last few years. From 1961 to 1971,
the crude birth rate declined L3 percent. Of this decline,
the Hong Kong Government Statistician estimated that 21 percent
was due to changes in the age distribution and in the Propor=
tion of women who were married.1 In a series of important
articles, R. Freedman, K.C. Chan and others have shown that
real change in fertility for the period 1961 to 1965 accounted
for only 10 percent of the decline in the crude birth rate
while for the period 1965 to 1968, around 90 percent of the

decline in the crude rate vas true decline in fex‘-’cil:‘L’cy,,r2

1 Hong Kong Government, Monthly Digest of Statistics (July,
1972), p. 6k,

2 "Recent Fertility Declines in Hong Kong -~ the Role of the
Changing Age Structure", Population Studies, July 1968;
"Hong Kong: The Continuing Fertility Decline, 1967",
Studies in Family Planning, August 1969; "Hong Kong's
Fertility Decline, 1961-1968", Population Index, January-
March, 1970,




It is certainly true that the total number of females
at child-bearing ages actually declined between 1961 and 1966,
In 1961, the number of married females aged 19-39 was 361,07k,
and 1966 this number was 347,730. For the most fertile ages,
ie.ee 25-29, the decline in numbers is even more noticeable —

from 97,433 in 1961 to 80,200 in 1966,

Mainly because of this fluctvation in the proportion of
females in these child-bearing age-groups, the value of the
crude birth rate as an indicator of true fertility is rather
limited. A better indicator is the age-specific fertility
rates.

Table 2.2 Ape-specific fertility rates for

Hong Kong 1961, 1966 and 1968~
1971*, and Japan 1970**

Japan

Age groups 1961 1966 1968 1969 1970 1971 1970

15 - 19 L7 29 27 17.k 18,2  17.0 L,5
20 -~ 14 238 213 158 172.1 155.1 145.6 96.6
25 - 29 313 291 234 2h2.8 233%.1 243.8 210.2
30 ~ 3k 231 203 170 178.2 168.6 162.5 85.8
35 - 39 139 111 102 92.8 87.0 83.6 19.8
LO - Lk 57 ko - 36 37.4 0 30,9  28.4 2.7
45 - L9 9 3 2 5.9 ho7 3.6 0.2
*  Source: "Special Review" Hong Kong Monthly Digest

of Statistics, July 1972. 1961 and 1966
and 1968 figures are R. Freedman's and
HKFPA estimates.

**  Country Statement: Japan, presented to 2nd Asian
Population Conference (ECAFE) in Tokyo, November

1972,

26
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It can be seen from Table 2.2 that there was a rather
general fertility decline in all age groups for the 10 year
period. The decline in the younger ages (i.e. those aged 15~19,
and 20-24) and in the older ages (i.e. those aged 35 and above)
was particularly important. The fertility of those aged 15-19
declined 63.9 percent and that of those aged 45-49 declined
60.0 percant. The age group which had the smallest decline was
those aged 25-29. This is particularly interesting because
there had been in fact, a slight increase in the rate for this
group between 1968 and 1971, from 234 per 1,000 to 243.8 per
thousand. This exception to an otherwise general decline is
significant because the group aged 25-29 is the most fertile

age group in Hong Kong.

Comparing the Hong Kong rates with Japan's experience
in 1970 shows that Hong Kong's rates at the older ages were
rather high — for those aged 30-34, Hong Kong's rate of 168.6
is almost two times Japan's 85.8, and the rates for the groups

over 34 years of ages were also much higher for Hong Kong.

The Net Reproduction Rate for Hong Kong in 1971 was
high, at 1.63, and that for Japan in 1970 was low at 1.01.
This comparison with Japan is meaningful because Japan is the
only Asian country which has attained and sustained for a long
period since the late 1950s a net reproduction rate (NRR) of
near replacement level, i.e. 1.0, Her fertility experience,
including such factors as delay in marriages and abortion etca,
differs very much from those of Western nations and therefore

may serve as a reference for Asian countries.

Statlstics obtained from Government sources on live
births by birth order also reveal the pattern that the large

family continues to be a reality,



Table 2.3 Percentage distribution of live
births by birth order 1969-1971

Birth Order 1969 1970 1971
1st 25,2 26.5 26.4
2nd 21.2 22.3 23.5
3rd 15.6 16,1 17.2
Lth 1201 11.9 117
5th 9,0 8.2 8.0
6th & over 16.9 15,0 . 13,2
Total Births 79,329 77,465 76,818

Sources: Hong Kong Government Department of Census
and Statistics, in Hong Kong Monthly Digest

of Statistics, July 1972, Special Review,
page 65.

Although declining, the proportions of births of the
fifth order and above have been continuously high compared to
most developed countries. It can be expected that most of
these high-order births would be contributed by mothers of
older age groups. An analysis of the age of mother by birth
order for 1970 births showed that women aged between 30 and
39 were responsible for a substantial number of births and,
in particular, that a large number of these births were of a
fourth child and above°1

Analysis done by Hong Kong Government Department of Census
and Statistics in Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics,
July 1971 p. 65.

28
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The 1971 census throws further light on the age-pattern
of child-bearing. Table 2.3 below shows that the proportion of
ever-married women who had 5 or more children born increased as
age increased. This is necessary so for the younger ones who
still have to pass their child-bearing ages, but if those who
have more or less completed their child-bearing span were com=
pared, it becomes clear that older women are still bearing

relatively large number of births.

Table 2.4 Proportion of ever-married women
who had more than 5 children bhorn
by age groups, 1971

Age group % who had more than
5 children born

25 - 29 1.2
30 - 34 8.0
35 - 39 19.8
Lo - Ll 29.9
45 - L9 294
50 - 5l o 22.6

Source: 1971 Census, Basic Tables, p. 9, Table 4

Judging from the fertility pattern described above, it
is clear that although significant decline occurred since the
1960s, fertility level of the older women is still comparatively
high. This means that there is still inherent in thig fertility
pattern a potential for rapid growth until these high fertility

groups complete their child-bearing agese
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Social change and fertility decline

Several important questions will naturally be raised
relating to the above described fertility decline. What are
the factors, be they social, economic or political, which
many account for this decline? Why have the older age groups
responded to a lesser degree to the changing social and econo-
mic environment? What are the intervening variables between
fertility patterns and socio-economic changes which should be

considered in this connection?

Several scholars have attempted to tackle the above
problems. Freedman and his associates have indicated, though
implicitly, that apart from the demographic factors relating
to the age structure, there are 2 other major factors which
might have caused this decline. First is the rapid industriali-
zZation and modernization of Hong Kong which creates an environ-
ment inducive to the planning of familes -— this includes the
deferment of marriages, the acceptance of contraception and
sterilization, and possibly also abortion. The second import-
ant factor is the activities of the Hong Kong Family Planning
Association which has promoted the idea of family planning and
in providing the necessary medical and clinical help to families

who desired to practice birth control.

It is almost certain that modernization is an important
factor favouring fertility decline. The problem is to identify
the specific aspects in this modernization process which contri-
buted significantly to the fertility decline experienced in Hong
Kong. A survey called Urban Family Life Survey which contained
some relevant information was done in 1967 by the then Social
Survey Research. Centre of the Chinese University of Hong Kong
(Director: Robert E. Mitchell) and the survey showed that the
rise in education level had some effect on age at marriage,
the type of marriages and the willingness to accept contracep=-

tion. It was suggested but not shown in the survey that changes
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in family structure was probably also significant in contribu-~

ting to the fertility decline.

Important as it is, the survey was done under an ex-
tremely difficult situation. The timing was the autumn of 1867
when large scale riots and distarbances occurred in Hong Kong=2
Nevertheless, the survey confirmed the Freedman study that the
fertility decline was real and that it was very likely that this

would continueo3

The effect of modernization on fertility is very com-
plex. The Mitchell survey has shown many contradictory and
counter trends which need further study and analysisobr Several
important studies have already shown that the Hong Kong family
has moved towards the nuclear type and that the pattern of
power relations between husband and wife has also changed from
that of paternalistic to become more equalitarian?5‘ Presumably,
the social and economic foundations of traditiohal patérnalistic
Chinese family has so changed that a new type of family struc-
ture is emerging. We have noted earlier the rapid increase of
female employment and the rise in education of Hong Kong's popu-

lation. Both of these factors would have some impact, causing

ReS. Mitchell, "Changes in Fertility Rates and Family Size
in Response to Changes in Age at Marriage, the Trend Away
from Arranged Marriages, and Increasing Urbanization",
Population Studies, Vol. 25, No. 3, Nov. 1971, pp. 481-489.

RoBo Mitchell, Family Life in Urban Hong Kong, (2 volumes),
Vol. 1, The Orient Cultural Service, Taipei, 1972. p. 8.

Ibid., p. 268,

R.E. Mitchell, "Changes in Fertility Rates and Family Size
soces etc.! Ops cit. p. 489,

F.M. Wong, "Modern Ideology, Industrialization, and Conjugalism:
The Hong Kong Case", International Journal of Sociology of the
Family, Vol. 2, No. 2, Sept. 1972, pps. 139-150.

Also, F.M. Wong, Maternal Employment and Family Task-Power
Differentiation among Lower Income Chinese Families, Social
Research Centre, Chinese University of Hong Kong, 1972. Pe15-18.




changes in the traditional family. Just exactly how this change
of family structure affects the decision concerning family plan-
ning is not yet clear; it is hoped that our survey would throw

some light onto the problem.

The second of Freedman's problems concerns the role of
the Family Planning Association. That the Association played
an important role in the promotion of family planning seem to
be beyond doubt, but the question of how important this role
was became the local point of a controversy presented in a
recent ar‘ciclea1 The authors of this article felt that it was
quite possible for fertility to decline as it did without the
Family Planning Association because in the absence of the faci-
lities provided by the Association, those very same couples
probably would have found acceptable alternative methods of
contraceptiono2 Wat and Hodge may probably be correct in
claiming that for a rapidly developing society and eccnony
such as Hong Kong, it is likely that fertility will eventually
decline; indeed, the success of any organized family planning
program depends on a favourable enviromment which firstly per-
mits its very existence and secondly responds positively to
its promotion. Given such favourable environment, a well-
planned, well-organized promotion campaign may have profound
effects in the timing and the speed of an incipient decline in

fertility.

L Sui-Y¥ing Wat and R.W. Hodge, '"Soclal and Economic Factors in
Hong Kong's Fertility Decline", Population Studies, Vol. 26,
No. 3, November 1972, pp. 455-46kL.

2 Ipid, p. 46k,
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CHAPTER III

THE RESEARCH FPROBLEM

This is a study of fertility in Hong Kong. The emphasis
will be placed upon the possible effects of rapid industrializa-
tion on those aspects of Hong Kong society which have direct
bearing on marriage and family planning -— namely, family organi-
zation and decision-making in the family, values and orientation
in relation to child birth and marriage, and the cost and bene-

fits of bringing up children.

The study of fertility is important because rapid ferti-
1lity decline occurred almost immediately after Hong Kong experi-
enced a most spectacular industrial growth during the last two
decades. It is almost certain that much of the fertility de-
cline has been a result of this rapid industrialization. In
view of this industrial growth, it is likely that certain as-
pects of Hong Kong society and subsequently, certain attitudes,
values, and perceptions of people of Hong Kong have been influ-
enced. These possible effects of rapid industrialization may
have direct implication on people's decision regarding having
children, and the adoption of family planning. While it is
almost impossible to assess the effect of industrialization
on fertility behaviour directly, it may be possible to do so
indirectly by focussing on the relationships between values,
attitudes and perceptions and fertility behaviour. It is,
thereforé, opportune to examine more deeply the intervening
factors of the relationship between industrialization and
fertility decline to show how different family systems, atti-
tudes, and values resulted from the di fferential effect of
industrialization, influence attitudes toward having children

and decisions to control birth.
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The reason for suspecting a differential effect of indus-
trialization on the fertility behaviour of women in Hong Kong is
the presence of a seeming contradiction between the low birth

rate of Hong Kong and the high percentage of high parity births.

This seeming contradiction, howeVer, can'be explained if
we consider Hong Kong as a highly fertile society being suddenly
exposed to the influence of industrialization, urbanization and
the spread of education. This quick and sudden exposure elicited
a reaction from part of the population, and this reaction was
reflected in a sudden drop of fertility in Hong Kong. However,
the same exposure elicited almost no reaction from a different
sector of the population which continued having high parity
births. The part of the population which reacted positively
consists mainly of younger people, newly married, whereas the
sector which did not react consists mainly of older people, the
less educated, and possibly from the poorer section of the Hong
Kong population. The fact that younger women have low fertility
can be demonstrated by statistics from the Hong Kong Family
Planning Association which showed that, since 1967, a large pro-
portion of their clients have belonged to the younger age groups
which have low parity. In other words, it is contended in this
study, that the impact of industrialization has not been equally
felt by the totality of Hong Kong soclety. It is the purpose of
this study to examine attitudes, values, and perceptions result-
ing from industrialization and how they are related to fertility

behaviour.

Hong Kong's birth rate is at present 19.7 per 1,000
population; if this level is to be maintained or lowered in the
future, special efforts have to be made in the family planning
programme to recruit more acceptors, and to educate and motivate
people to have fewer children. However, such an effort'requires
knowledge and understanding of people's motivation for having
and not having children. It is therefore one of the aims of this
study to discover these motivation and other factors which determ-

ine the adoption or rejection of family planning.
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Definition of major variables

Three categories of variables will be studied in this
project, namely: psychological variables, socio-economic back—
ground variables, and fertility variables.

1. Fertility variables

Two types of variables are used to measure fertility
behaviour. The first is the variables concerning the adoption
of birth control methods. The second is variables related to
actual fertility which is affected by the first type of variables.

a) Fertility measures

Since the current contraceptive behaviour depends in part
on past fertility experiences, it is important to have some know=-
ledge of the respondents!' fertility history. The main measures
of past fertility used in this study are number of pregnancies,
number of children ever-born or live births, and number of 1iv-
ing children. Since these measures are dependent upon age and
duration of marriage, these are also included and taken into
consideration.

b) Adoption of contraceptive measure
2. Psychological variables

Broadly speaking, four groups of psychological variables
are identified in the study and are examined to determine the
extent to which they affect birth control and Tertility behaviour.
The four groups of psychological variables are:

a) Husband-wife interaction

b) Perceived costs and satisfactions of children

c) Attitude towards having children

d) Attitude towards fatalism

Husband~-wife interaction refers to two aspects of the
process of interaction between the spouses. Firstly, it refers
to the communication flow between a husband and s wife, i.e.,
the extent to which a husband and a wife discuss various matters
which concern the wife or the husband or the whole family.

Respondents are divided into three groups, high communicators

The variables and the relationships between them are dealt with
in Part II of this study, B. Chung's forthcoming report.



who discuss frequently most matters with their husbands, medium
communicators who discuss certain matters with their husbands,
and low communicators who seldom discuss anything with their

hushands.

Secondly, it refers to the decision-making power struc-
ture in the family. It is concerned with whether it is the hus-
band or the wife or both who make decisions regarding individual
and fTamily matters. Again, respondents are divided into three
groups, those whose husbands make almost all of the decisions,
those who make most of the decisions, and those who make little
or joint decisions with their wi'ves° The fertility and family
planning behavicur of these various groups were compared and

contrasted.

Assuming the decision to have a certain number of child-
ren and the decision to adopt contraceptive practices is a
rational one, it is probable that such a decision is determined
~nd affected by the individual's perception of the costs and
benefits of having children rather than the actual costs and
benefits. Therefore, in this study, only the perceived costs

and satisfactions of children were identified.

The perceived costs and satisfactions of children are
further divided intoc two broad categories, emotional and econo-
mic. BEmotional costs and satisfactions of children are identi-
fied separately as the perceived utility and emotional satis-
factions of having children and the perceived emotional sacri-
fices made for children. Similarly, economic benefits and costs
of children are identified as the perceived financial help from
children before and during old age and the perceived economic

costs of raising children.

The last two  groups of psychological variables are
attitudes related to fertility and family planning behaviour
directly or indirectly. It is sssumed in this study that a

person's attitudes determine hers or his readiness and disposi-

36
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tions to act in a certain way. It is believed that certain
attitudes of a woman influences and affects her dispositions
to birth control behaviour and thus her fertility. The two
groups of attitudes are identified as attitudes towards family
planning, the towards having children and attitudes towards

fatalism.

Attitudes towards family planning can be defined as
dispositions to fertility limitation. These attitudes would
certainly influence or affect birth control practice and fer-
tility behaviour. Direct indicators of these attitudes used
in the present study are approval or disapproval of both con-

traception and abortion.

Attitudes towards having children involve those towards
different ideals of having children such as the traditional
Chinese ideal of a big family, the importance of sons, the
notion of children as security at old age and the experience
of bearing children. It is assumed that agreement or disagree-
ment with statements expressing such attitudes would reflect

upon the respondent's disposition towards having children.

Attitudes towards fatalism are defined as psychological
orientations towards the possibility of planning for the future.
Negative orientations would imply a fatalistic attitude whereas
positive orientations would imply a disposition towards planning
behaviour. It is believed that a disposition towards planning
behaviour in general would also entail a disposition to planning
a family. It can thus be <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>