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A History of Tone Values in Several Chinese Dialects
since the 20th Century

Mitsuaki Endo

Aoyama Gakuin University

Abstract

In this paper, a historical comparison is given based on descriptions of several Chinese
dialects, dating from the early 20th century. This comparison isolates concrete processes of
tone change that have emerged in the short term. Varieties examined were the Bobai dialect
of Guangxi (a Yue dialect), the Chongqing dialect of Sichuan (southwestern Mandarin), the
Huzhou dialect of Zhejiang (a Wu dialect), the Qingpu dialect of Shanghai (a Wu dialect),
the Qingdao dialect of Shandong (Jiaoliao Mandarin), the Dalian dialect of Liaoning (a
Jiaoliao dialect), and the Cixi dialect of Zhejiang (a Wu dialect).

Keywords

tone value, diachronic change, tone split conditioned by aspiration, circumflex tone,
gender difference



