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Some Thoughts on English one

Professor Richard S. Kayne (New York University)

English one appears in a wide range of contexts. I will attempt to begin to
answer the following three questions. To what extent can we say that there is a
single item one? In what way is (or is not) one related to the indefinite article a/
an? How representative is English in this area of syntax/semantics?
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Richard S. Kayne is the author of French Syntax (1975), Connectedness and Binary
Branching (1984), The Antisymmetry of Syntax (1994), Parameters and Universals (2000),
Movement and Silence (2005) and Comparisons and Contrasts (2010). He has received
a B.A. summa cum laude in mathematics from Columbia University in 1964, a Ph.D in
linguistics from M.I.T. in 1969, a Doctorat és Lettres from the University of Paris VIII in 1976,
and honorary doctorates from the University of Leiden in 1995 and from the University
of Bucharest in 2011. He has taught at the University of Paris VIII, M.I.T., and the CUNY
Graduate Center, and is currently Silver Professor of Linguistics at New York University.
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