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How The College Began (excerpts) D. Y. Lin
(Dr. Lin was the second President of the College)
B 41979 & (F AR ¥ 61 LT ke R AHT

Look to the New Territories

But there was no space in either Hong Kong or
Kowloon for the carrying out of our plans. We therefore
looked to the New Territories for space. We consulted the
chairman of Heong Yee Kuk, the late Mr. Wong Ping
Ying and asked for his help. We succeeded in locating,
first in Kou Tu and then in Ma Liu Shui, a site which we
thought would be suitable for our purpose.

Government Grant

We then approached the Government for the grant
of this Ma Liu Shui site we had located and the
Government generously granted us ten acres. The site is
about eleven miles from the City. It is on the hills
overlooking Ma On Shan and Tolo Harbor, a beautiful

scenic spot.

Plan to Occupy the Entire Valley

But this area of ten acres was located all on one
side of the valley, that is, on the west side of the Ma Liu
Shui valley. The grant of such a large area was most
generous, but it was not quite to our satisfaction. We told
the Governor, Sir Alexander Grantham, and the Colonial
Secretary, Mr. E. B. Teesdale, that we would like to have
the ten acres divided into seven small areas and scattered
more or less evenly in the entire valley. Our request was
granted and we submitted our seven-area plan to Mr.
Teesdale. This was in the spring of 1956.




Construction Began

No sooner had our request, or our plan, to occupy
the entire valley been granted than we immediately
proceeded to do the site formation work and to construct
our five basic buildings — administration building,
class-room building, science building, library and dining
hall.

While the site formation work was going on in the
spring of 1956, we notified the teachers and students to
get ready to move to Ma Liu Shui and have our classes
there. Both the teachers and the students were rather
skeptical, thinking that it would be impossible to
complete the site formation and to put up those basic
buildings within so short a time. But we did it and we
were able to accomplish it, because the Governor was
closely helping us by personally suggesting to the
different Government departments to give us quick
services so that we did not have to go through all kinds
of official red-tape which generally delayed matters.
Within six months we completed our construction, and
our own College at Ma Liu Shui was officially opened
by the Governor in November 1956.

More Negotiations for Land

When we were permitted to divide our grant of ten
acres into seven areas to be scattered in the entire Ma Liu
Shui valley like a horse-shoe, we were still not quite
satisfied. We started to negotiate again with the Governor
and the Colonial Secretary, asking that the Crown land in
between the seven areas be leased, and not granted, to
the College in order to prevent rich city people building
on such Crown land. We suggested only 30 acres of this
Crown land be leased to us. When this suggestion was
made, I still remember what the Governor and the
Director of Agriculture said: "You studied agriculture
and forestry, why ask for the lease of only 30 acres?
You'd better have 300 acres. We need you and your
students' help to get all those barren hills reforested and
planted with trees and shrubs." The remarks were most
complimentary. We were taken by surprise.

Forecasting the Future Site of the Chinese University
So promptly complying with our request for getting
thirty acres leased to us and then increasing it fen times,
the Governor was unknowingly laying a site foundation
for establishing the Chinese University of Hong Kong,




which is taking up only 276 acres of this hill land in
exactly the same locality.

Implementing the Governor's Suggestion

It was very kind indeed for the Governor and the
Director of Agriculture to grant us the lease of such a
huge tract of hill land. Cooperating with the Church
World Service, we at once made arrangements to employ
needy and landless farmers in the vicinity, not only to
plant trees, bamboo and all kinds of ornamental shrubs,
but also to raise fruits, vegetables, hogs and poultry on
the land in addition, to demonstrate to the villagers the
practicability of utilizing such marginal hill land for
forestry, fruits and upland crops.

The Fung-shui Story

Another thing which may be of interest to the
people today is how the College succeeded in asking the
Ma Liu Shui village farmers to leave their homes and
farms and be willing to get resettled in Kwun Ti, some
further ten miles away in the New Territories.

It is said that Ma Liu Shui is so geographically
situated that it is always shaded after 3 or 4 p.m. On

account of this constant shade, the village has been
getting too much "Ying" (female) and not enough "Yang"
(male). Because of this, the Ma Liu Shui farmers had no
male offsprings for, they said, "over fifty years".

Hearing this we employed a few fung-shui doctors
(specialists in geomancy) to talk to these farmers, urging
them to go somewhere else in the New Territories where
they would have better fung-shui, less "Ying" more
"Yang", and be sure of having male offsprings.

Accompanied by fung-shui doctors and the village
representatives, we investigated several places in the
New Territories and after considerable study and
discussion, we agreed on a site in Kwun Ti as having the
best fung-shui for them. Following the fung-shui doctors'
advice, these Ma Liu Shui farmers all willingly moved
out to Kwun Ti and gave up their houses and rice fields
to the College. Their rice fields to-day have become the
most beautiful athletic field in the Colony.

Written in compliance with the request of the Student Union of
Chung Chi College in 1971.
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