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The Common Features of Sino-Tibetan Languages and

the Formation Mechanism

Xing Huang

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Abstract

This article, based on recent studies made by scholars from mainland China, re-examines
the common features shared in Sino-Tibetan languages. The article reveals that, although
the Sino-Tibetan languages have many borrowed words, they also contain original cognate
words each other. The genetic relationship shows that this language family should not only
include the traditional subordinate groups such as Chinese, Tibetan-Burmanese, Kam-Tai
and Hmong-Mien, but also expand to cover Austronesian and Austro-Asiatic languages,
which can be called the Chinese-Austro languages. In addition, language areal features,
which result from linguistic universals and language contact, are other factors contributing to
the formation of these common features. In a sense, it could be concluded that Sino-Tibetan

languages are the manifestation of a geographic, rather than a genetic language community.
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