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Predicative Function of Utterance Particles in Chinese

Sze-Wing Tang
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Abstract

Most of the utterance particles in Chinese were diachronically derived from verbal elements
and can function as predicates predicated of the preceding clause. The word order of
“subject — predicate” is required by the syntax of predication and hence utterance particles
are sentence-final. Non-predicative utterance particles are heterogeneous, in a way that
may have some flexibility in word order or may lack the ability to form root clauses.
Grammatical properties of utterance particles are discussed in this paper by examining their

predicative function.
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