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Modern Western Philosophers: Kant

- Kant's Critique of Pure Reason
(Dr. Tze-wan Kwan)

Course Code: PHI 4232

Venue: SWH 2

Time: Wed 03-05

Course description:

     This course undertakes a detail examination of some main passages of Kant’s opus magnum, the Critique of Pure Reason. Emphasis will be made on the first half of the voluminous work although this emphasis means no exclusion of the remaining half. To help participants of the course gain insight into the broad problem-horizon of Kant’s work on the one hand and its relevance for contemporary philosophical learning on the other, a number of discussion topics other than the text itself will be incorporated for discussion. In this connection, the different perspectives of Kant-reception in the modern and contemporary period will be taken as contrast. For the sake of a better cross dialogue between the participants, a good knowledge of the general history of western philosophy is required. The course consists of both lectures and seminar-like sessions to be held in alternate intervals. A written report on a topic previously agreed upon is required toward the end of the semester. Assessment will be made on the readiness for discussion in class as well as on the final written report.

Text:
· Kritik der reinen Vernunft, nach der ersten und zweiten Original-Ausgabe neu    herausgegeben von Raymund Schmidt. (Hamburg: Meiner, 1956)

· Immanuel Kant's Critique of Pure Reason, translated by Norman Kemp Smith. (New York: MacMillan, 1968) (A parallel translation of both original editions)   

· Norman Kemp Smith’ translation in electronic format. Etext provided by Steven Palmquist of the Baptist University, HTML and on-line search engine prepared by Tze-wan Kwan and Chong-fuk Lau of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, available at: http://humanum.arts.cuhk.edu.hk/Philosophy/Kant/cpr
Course outline:
1.  Kant on the vocation of philosophy in general

     - distinction between the "scholastic " and the "cosmic" conception of philosophy

2. The objectives and structure of the Critique of Pure Reason

3. Kant's concept of Experience as a general guideline into his philosophy 

4. The role of intuition and the "Transcendental Aesthetics"

     - the problem of cognitive bondage as a human condition

5. The structure of the "Transcendental Logic"

6. The Problem of Categories  - A historical background

7. The "Transcendental Deduction of the Categories"

8. Schematism  - the role of the human understanding

9. Phaenomenon and Noumenon   - A real/problematic distinction

10. The role of "Reason" as a human capacity

     - Critique of Pure Reason in the light of the subsequent development of Kant's philosophy

11. The different stages of Kant-reception

     -  backgrounds and objectives.

12. Discussions and Appraisals

Suggested Readings:
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Norman Kemp Smith, A Commentary to Kant's "Critique of Pure Reason", 2nd edition (London: Macmillan, 1962) 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Johann Gottfried Herder, Metakritik zur Kritik der reinen Ver​nunft, (Berlin: Aufbau-Verlag, 1955)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Arnulf Zweig (ed. and translated), Kant: Philosophical Correspondence,  (1759-99), (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1967)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Gottfried Martin, Immanuel Kant, Ontologie und Wissenschafts​theorie, vierte Auflage, (Berlin: de Gruyter, 1969). An english translation of this work is now also available, english title: Immanuel Kant, Ontology and the Theory of Science
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Ernst Cassirer, Kants Leben und Lehre, (Darmstadt: WBG, 1977).  English translation available: Kant's Life and Work.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Ernst Cassirer, "Die Kantischen Elemente in Wilhelm von Humboldts Sprach-philosophie", in: Festschrift für Paul Hensel, hrsg. von Julius Binder, (Greiz i.V., 1923), pp. 105-127.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Edmund Husserl, Phenomenological Psychology, Lectures, Summer Semester, 1925, transl. by John Scanlon, (The Hague: Nijhoff,  1977).

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Martin Heidegger, Kant und das Problem der Metaphysik, 4th and supplemented edition, (Frankfurt/M: Klostermann, 1973), english translation of the 2nd edition available: Kant and the Problem of Metaphysics.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Martin Heidegger, Die Frage nach dem Ding, zur Kants Lehre von den transzenden​talen Grundsätzen, (Tübingen: Niemeyer, 1962), english translation: What is a Thing.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Werner Heisenberg, "Quantenmechanik und Kantische Philosophie", in: Quanten​theorie und Philosophie, Vorlesungen und Aufsätze, (Stuttgart: Reclam, 1979). English translation available.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Heinz Heimsoeth, Studien zur Philosophie Immanuel Kants, Band I und II, (Köln/Bonn: Bouvier, 1956/1970).

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Friedrich Kaulbach, Immanuel Kant, (Berlin: de Gruyter, 1969)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Frederick P. van der Pitte, Kant as Philosophical Anthropologist, (The Hague: Nijhoff, 1971)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
H. Werkmeister, Kant: Architectonic and Development of his Philosophy, (La Salle and London: Open Court, 1980)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Kant's Critique of Pure Reason, 1781-1981, Part I and Part II, Volumes in commemoration of the publication of the work,  Syntheses, Vol. 47, 1981.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Peter Heintel and Ludwig Nagl (hrsg.), Zur Kantforschung der Gegenwart, (Darmstadt: Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft,   1981). 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Studien zu Kants philosophischer Entwicklung, mit Beiträge von Gueroult, Heimsoeth usw., (Hildesheim: Olms, 1967).

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Karen Gloy, Die Kantische Theorie der Naturwissenschaft,  (Berlin:  de Gruyter, 1976).

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
J.N. Mohanty and Robert W. Shahan, Essays on Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1982).

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Moltke S. Gram, Kant: Disputed Questions. Ridgeview Publishing Co., 1984.

Other publications on topic:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h  
R.M. Dancy (ed.)  Kant and critique : new essays in honor of W.H. Werkmeister.   Published: Dordrecht : Kluwer Academic Publishers, c1993

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
Paolo Parrini (ed.) Kant and contemporary epistemology. Published: Dordrecht : Kluwer Academic Publishers, c1994.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Susan Neiman. The unity of reason : rereading Kant.  Published: New York : Oxford University Press, 1994.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Howard Caygill, A Kant dictionary.   Published: Blackwell, 1994.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Dieter Henrich,  The unity of reason : essays on Kant's philosophy,  edited and with an introduction by Richard L. Velkley ; translated by Jeffrey Edwards ... [et al.]. Published: Cambridge, Mass. : Harvard University Press, 1994.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Andrew Brook. Kant and the mind , Published: New York : Cambridge University Press, 1994.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Slavoj Zizek. Tarrying with the negative : Kant, Hegel, and the critique of ideology . Published: Durham : Duke University Press, 1993.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Kant, Opus postumum / Immanuel Kant ; edited, with an introduction  and notes, by Eckart Forster ; translated by Eckart Forster and Michael Rosen.  Published: Cambridge : Cambridge University Press, 1993.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Michael Friedman, Kant and the exact sciences , Cambridge, Mass. : Harvard University Press, 1992.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Raising the tone of philosophy : late essays by Immanuel Kant, transformative critique by Jacques Derrida / edited by Peter Fenves.  Baltimore : Johns Hopkins U. Press, 1993.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Ruth F. Chadwick (ed.) Immanuel Kant : critical assessments,   London : Routledge, 1992.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Immanuel Kant, Theoretical philosophy, 1755-1770 ,  translated and edited by David Walford, Ralf Meerbote.: Cambridge : Cambridge University Press, 1992.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Paul Guyer (ed.) The Cambridge companion to Kant. Published: Cambridge : Cambridge University Press, 1992.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Wayne Waxman, Kant's model of the mind : a new interpretation of  transcendental idealism. Published: New York : Oxford University Press, 1991

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Gerd Buchdahl, Kant and the dynamics of reason : essays on the structure of Kant's philosophy.  Published: Oxford, OX : Blackwell Publishers, 1992.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
C. Thomas Powell, Kant's theory of Self-consciousness. Published: Oxford : Clarendon Press, 1990.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Hubert Schwyzer. The unity of understanding : a study in Kantian problems. Published: Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1990.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Robert Howell, Kant’s transcendental deduction. An analysis of main themes in his Critical Philosophy. Dordrecht: Kluwer, 1992.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Eckart Förster (ed.), Kant’s transcendental deduction. The three Critiques and the Opus postumum. Stanford: Stanford Universtiy Press, 1989.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Johann Schulz (1739-1805), Exposition of Kant;s Critique of Pure Reason. Translated with an introduction by James C. Morrison. University of Ottawa Press, 1995.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
C. Thomas Powell, Kant’s Theory of self-consciousness. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1990.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Charles P. Bigger, Kant’s methodology: an essay in philosophical archeology. Athens: Ohio University Press, 1996.
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