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Dadong wushang jiuji tianxian chuanjie keyi:
A Case Study on the Interaction among the
Spirit-writing Altars in Beijing and the
Jiangnan Area during the Qing Dynasty

Tao Jin

Abstract

Dadong wushang jiuji tianxian chuanjie keyi KR4 - JURR KALE R,
a Daoist salvation ritual manuscript, is still in use by the Zhengyi 1E—
Daoists in Suzhou #fJ today. This article argues for a close relationship
between this ritual text and spirit-writing altars, that is, the Yuguang £t
lineage in Suzhou and the Tianxian KAl lineage in Beijing Jt%%, during
the Qing dynasty. Originating from texts of the Yuguang lineage, Biyu
zhengong dajie ¥ 1= KK was modified into Santan yuanman tianxian
dajie liieshuo ZIHEIHFAN KL by the literati from the Tianxian
lineage. With the spread of the texts of the Tianxian lineage to the Jiangnan
area, Dadong wushang jiuji tianxian chuanjie keyi developed into a ritual
of transmitting precepts to dead souls, inspired at the same time by the
traditional ordination ritual of the local Zhengyi Daoists.

Keywords: spirit-writing altar, Yuguang lineage, Suzhou, Precepts of
Tianxian, Daoist ritual





