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Local Government Control of Daoism in the Light of the
Four Separate Registrations Required in Hankou in the
Republican Period

Mei Li

Abstract

In the early Republican period, Hankou eliminated official local Daoist
governmental bodies. In general, official matters concerning the Huoju Daoists
were dealt with by the civic administrative offices, police stations, and other
agencies. After the establishment of the Nanjing National Government,
governmental control of traditional religious institutions was strengthened. Direct
measures were instituted by the Hankou administration to control Huoju Daoists.
The measures taken were: first, regulations were drawn up to control Huoju
Daoists; second, to a certain degree the government supervised all activities
of the Huoju Daoists; third, Huoju Daoists were required to register with the
city. This was also the most important control measure. The surviving archives
reveal that from 1929 to 1946 Huoju Daoists had to re-register in Hankou four
times. The government’s registration was designed to control, weaken, and
even ban Huoju Daoists’ activities. However, during the Republican period,
local administrative procedures varied from place to place, as did the degree of
compliance with regulations. Although Zhengyi Huoju Daoists were also rushed
from the general trends, their fate was different. While the activities of Huoju
Daoists were banned in Guangzhou, those Huoju Daoists living in Hankou had a
certain degree of breathing space in which to engage in Daoist related activities.
This was mainly because Hankou was a new industrial and commercial city
of immigrants, and political control was more relaxed than in the traditional
political center.

Keywords: Republic of China, Hankou, Huoju Daoists, registration, files



