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Boro Balgasun’s (Chengchuan) Catholic Community:
From a Foreign Mission towards a Local Church; With Inputs
on Doing Researches with Archives of the Congregation for the
Evangelization of Peoples

Patrick Taveirne and Louis Ha

[ Abstract] Because of the limitations of historical, geographical, human
and material resources, most of the important academic activities and
accomplished scholarship are concentrated in major metropolitan
universities and academies in Beijing, Shanghai, or other major cities.
Archival materials, such as those kept by the Congregation for the
Evangelization of Peoples, and research resources are thus closely
related to these locales. Yet the presence and development of
Christianity and in particular the Catholic Church in China was not
confined to these places.

This paper, by way of a case study, will explore the historical
development of a small Mongol Catholic community at China’s northern
periphery from the Late Qing Dynasty until the Republican Era. It will
focus on the available multicultural archival materials, the relevance and
limitations of these resources regarding the writing of “A History of the
Catholic Church in China.”
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