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We provide students with solid training in the study of language, its

structure, acquisition and use.

We lead students to explore different areas of linguistics and encourage
them to pursue interdisciplinary studies that draw on knowledge and
methods from a wide range of related disciplines such as cognitive science,

psychology, philosophy, anthropology and education.

We raise students’ bilingual as well as multilingual awareness, and sharpen
their sensitivity to the complexities of language and language use of the

community.

We offer an education that fosters in students an open, inquisitive mind. We
provide a broad vision of language and culture that helps students to adapt

themselves and contribute to a rapidly changing world.
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WHAT IS LINGUISTICS?

run :JFQJ IE'f_I_Fﬁﬂ_- ?

m Linguistics is the scientific study of language, its
structure, use and acquisition.

m Linguistics is a relatively young discipline, still
emerging and interacting with many other academic
disciplines such as cognitive science, medicine,
psychology, philosophy, sociology, anthropology
and education.

m In the study of linguistics, the traditional boundary
between the arts and sciences is crossed since
linguistics is among the most scientific of the arts

and the most humanistic of the sciences.

m Linguistic inquiry is frequently comparative in
nature. As a discipline, Linguistics imposes no
restrictions on the kind of languages under study,
be they spoken, signed, or written, transcending
conventional concepts like “standard” languages,

dialects or even minority languages.
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LINGUISTICS TRAINING

AT CUHK

BEPNARBHE SRR

Linguists of the Department research actively on five strategic areas of development:

m Theoretical and Comparative Linguistics integrates linguistic theories with the study of Modern

Languages from a cross-linguistic, comparative perspective, and with a focus on Chinese languages.

m Language Acquisition encompasses first language acquisition, second language acquisition,

bilingual acquisition and sign language acquisition.
m Bilingualism investigates the acquisition and processing of two or more languages.

m Sign Linguistics encourages the extension of contemporary linguistic theories to cover languages in

the manual-visual modality.

m Cognitive Neuroscience investigates how language is represented and processed in the brain,

including language disorders and impairments.

These five areas represent major new directions in the field of Linguistics, having great potential
for collaborative research with other disciplines such as Psychology, Speech and Hearing Science,

Biomedical Sciences, Information and Systems Engineering, Education and Medicine.
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LEARNING OUTCOMES

SBWR

Upon completing the B.A. in Linguistics, students will have:

m Possessed a body of knowledge about theories of
language and language acquisition as well as the

associated methods of analysis.

m Possessed a body of knowledge about the relationship
between theoretical linguistics and linguistics applied to
other disciplinary studies.

m Possessed a sharpened awareness of the languages
used in the local community through their abilities
in analyzing, primarily but not exclusively, English,
Cantonese and Mandarin, in particular how these
languages are structured and acquired as a linguistic
system, and how they function socio-linguistically in

the local community, the region and the world.

m Possessed analytical and critical thinking capabilities
and a sufficient set of research skills for work and

postgraduate study.

m Attained high proficiency in English as well as
Cantonese for the purpose of effective communication
in academic discourse and the professional workplace.
Students will in addition have achieved at least

functional proficiency in Putonghua.

m Developed an appreciation and knowledge of Modern

Languages for intercultural communication.

B Possessed regional and/or international experiences
for nurturing personal, intellectual and professional

acumen.
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y IS LINGUISTICS FOR ME?
IO SBESLBTBEER?

If you are affirmative to any of the following, Linguistics is for you: WHAT ARE MO D ERN LAN GUAGES?

U I wonder why there are so many different languages. R
s [BRARES ] BHE 2
0 I want to know if it is true that "babies pick up languages like a sponge". 0ooo e XA .
LI People often say language is unique to humans. I want to find out if animals have language systems too.
U I'want to find out how people suffering from language disorders communicate with other people. Modern Languages refers to languages that are living, and currently spoken by people in thriving communities,
U1 Isaw people communicate by signing to each other. Is that a language? as opposed to the classical languages that are extinct and no longer have surviving native speakers.
I Can Linguistics be applied to other disciplines?
e ’ p LT ad " Why study Modern Languages?
. I'd like t t t] . . . . .

Ome fanguages are encangete tke 1o preserve and document them Learning another language opens new perspectives for us culturally and intellectually, and gives us a
J I'd like to train robots to talk! competitive edge in career development.
0 Ilike to travel and learn more about other languages and cultures.

What Modern Languages offer?

Our department currently offers nine languages, including Arabic, French, German, Hong Kong Sign Language,
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Italian, Korean, Russian, Spanish and Thai, and courses on their respective literatures, cultures and societies.
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OUR PROGRAMMES
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Undergraduate Programmes

R EGRE

Department of Linguistics and Modern Languages
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Postgraduate Programmes

LR

Major Programme in

Linguistics

BERXEHE

Minor Programme in Doctor of Philosophy
Programme in Linguistics

BEREEELRE

French

EERISERTE

Master of Arts

= Programme in Linguistics

AEBEBRELRE

Minor Programme in
Linguistics
ESERIERE

Master of Philosophy
Programme in Linguistics

AEROBmLIRE

Minor Programme in
German

fERElERE

Master of Arts
Programme in Chinese
Linguistics and
Language Acquisition
EEESBNEEER
XEELRE

Minor Programme in
Korean

BEERIESRE

Minor Programme in
Spanish
EYET ERIESRTE

Elective Courses in Arabic,

' | Hong Kong Sign Language,

Italian, Russian & Thai
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PLANNING YOUR STUDIES
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4-Year Curriculum

MFEFHIERTE
Component Units
o1 | 25

University Core XE#I0RTE
General Education E3HE

University General Education 9

REBBEHHE

College General Education 6

EEEEE

Foundation Courses 6

ERERE

Languages 5

Chinese Language 6

25°4

English Language 9

5

Physical Education f2& 2

IT Competence & FlH 1

Sub-total /N5t 39

Linguistics Major 8= E ¥ (g 67

Minor (optional) BHEJEwAZE) 18-30
q o Remaining units (if any)

Free Electives B HiZER B I8 B (H145)

Total #25T At least 7 123

2-Year Curriculum (Students with Sub-degrees)

MEFITRE (SRIBMIZ B )
ST T With Associate WltP Higher
B Degree Diploma
BEIBLEE BHEMsUR
Component Units Units
(21| 25 85
University Core XE#ZIORTE
General Education iB25
University General Education 3 3
REBHBB
College General Education 23 23
EbERHE
Foundation Courses 3 3
ERRE
English Language
- 2 5
E3°4
Physical Education 1 |
BE
Sub-total /J\5t 11-12 14-15
Lingunstlcs Major
58 55
llﬂ = *i{g
Total #85t At least £x4> 69 At least F54> 69

Remarks: The above requirements are subject to change. Please refer to the Undergraduate Student Handbook for updated information.
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Option 1: Linguistics Major (with no minor)

Option 2: Linguistics Major (with one or two minors)
Any one of the following combinations:

Linguistics major + one language minor

Linguistics major + two language minors

Linguistics major + minor in one other academic discipline
Linguistics major + minors in two other academic disciplines

°
°
© Linguistics major + one language minor + minor in one other academic discipline
°
°

Option 3: Linguistics Major (Double Majors)
® Linguistics major + major in other academic discipline
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STUDY SCHEMES
BERE

Linguistics Major Programme ;2= B ¥ (Z:R72

Students under 4-Year Curriculum [Y&E§|IE 4

Students are required to complete a minimum of 67 units of courses as follows:
SAREMEZELITRIE 67 25
Units 24
1. Faculty Package E3p7:R7E :

LING1000 g
and any two courses from JOZ2E FHI{EMFR

ANTH1020, CHLL1900, CURE1000, CURE1110, ENGE1000, FAAS1900, HIST1000, JASP1090, MUSC1000, PHIL1110,
THEO1000, TRAN1000

2. Required Courses JA{ERIH :

(a)  Two courses from Z(S(EAIFAE} : 6
LING1001, 1002, 1003

(b)  LING2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 4000 22

3. Elective Courses E{ERH :

(a) Six courses from 4 areas, with at least one course each from Areas 1, 2 and 3 18
RMEHEF - EERSFBWEARHEE— -~ = - = » RDREEFRD

(b)  One course from ZE LI N ER—F : 3

ANTH1010, 1100, 2810, 3321, 3322, 3323, 3630, PHIL1110, 1310, 2202, 3342, 4212, 4222, 4313, 4333, PSYC1000, 1050,
2300, 2350, 3360
(©) Language courses ;25 £18 9
9 units of language courses (from one to three languages) to enhance their exposure to language(s) other than Chinese
(Cantonese/Putonghua) and English.
9 BANFESHE(AMEE—E=BAREAES) - LEBTX(BF / B8 MR LSNMEMES
Total £ : 67

Students with Associate Degrees and under 2-Year Curriculum FSEHIiEIEHER 2 B4

Students are required to complete a minimum of 58 units of courses as follows:

BAREVEELUTHEHSS B :

i
f
i
f

Units 24

1. Required Courses AERIH :

(a)  One course from ZE{EHA—F] : LING1001, 1002 3

(b)  LING1000, 1003, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 4000 28

2. Elective Courses Z{EFIH :

(a) Six courses from 4 areas, with at least one course each from Areas 1, 2 and 3 18

RMESEF - EER BB (WERSEE— =~ =F - Ei”‘%{%%—ﬂ)
(b)  One course from Z{E(FfA—F} : 3
ANTHI1010, 1100, 2810, 3321, 3322, 3323, 3630, PHIL1310, 2202, 4313, 4333, PSYC1000, 1050, 2300, 2350, 3360
(¢)  Language courses 2 5 £ : 6

6 units of language courses (from one to three languages) to enhance their exposure to language(s) other than Chinese
(Cantonese/Putonghua) and English.
BAMZEENE (WEE—E2=BARAES) @ DUEERTX (87 / LiEs) MEXLUOMIEMES
Total 3t : 58

Students with Higher Diplomas and under 2-Year Curriculum fAEHIS SRR EYE

Students are required to complete a minimum of 55 units of courses as follows:
SAREMEZLITRIE 55 825 ¢
Units 24

1. Required Courses A{ERIH :

(a)  One course from ZEHH—FR] : LING1001, 1002 3

(b)  LINGI1000, 1003, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 4000 28

2. Elective Courses E{ERIH :

(a) Six courses from 4 areas, with at least one course each from Areas 1, 2 and 3 18
RIEEHEF > EERBE (VWAREE— -~ Z - = » RAREER)

(b) Language courses ;25 &8 : 6

6 units of language courses (from one to three languages) to enhance their exposure to language(s) other than Chinese
(Cantonese/Putonghua) and English.
6 BOMEERE (EE—E=BARGEE) » BRI (B /L&) REXLUOMIAMES

Total 3t : 55
Minor Programme in Linguistics ;2= EAG{Z:RTE
Students are required to take a minimum of 18 units of courses as follows:
BAARMERERIEHI8 25 ¢
Units 24
General Linguistics Stream ;55 21
1. Required Courses AERIE :
LING1000 3
2. Elective Courses Z{EFIH :
(a)  Two courses from RS EAIAE} : 6

LING2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 3101
(b)  One course from 2(EEHA—F! : LING3201, 3204
(¢)  Two LING courses excluding LING4000 6
MRILINGE B » LING4000fR7M
Total it : 18

Hong Kong Sign Language Studies Stream &#F EGZE

1. Required Courses AERIF :

HKSL2000, 2001, 3000, LING1000 12
2. Elective Courses iZ{ERIB :
Two courses from Z(SEAFAE} : 6

HKSL3001, 3002, LING2303, 3106, 3205
Total 3t : 18



STUDY SCHEMES
BEHE

Minor Programme in French j%:E5I{S:iRf2

Students are required to complete a minimum of 18 units of courses as follows:

BAREVEEUTHBEHIBES

Minor Programme in Korean 52E:EGI{E:RTE

Students are required to complete a minimum of 18 units of courses as follows:

BAREVEELUTHBEHIBES :

Units 24 Units 24
1. Required Courses AERIH : 1. Required Courses AERIH :
(a)  FREN2000 3 (1) KORE2000 3
(b)  FREN2001 and £z 3000, or =¥ 3050 6 (b)  KORE2001 and £z 3000, or =% 3050 6
(¢  FREN3001 3 (¢) KORE3001 3

2. Elective Courses E{ERH :

Any FREN courses other than FREN1000 and those listed above 6 ANTHA4460, JASP1130, or any KORE courses other than KORE1000 and those listed above 6
fEAIFRENF}LH » FREN1000£_EA(D)FTFIAYEL B kR4

ANTH4460, JASP1130S0F{ATKORER}H » KORE1000 K 2t (DFTFIRIE B BRIM

2. Elective Courses E{ERH :

Total it : 18 Total it : 18
Minor Programme in German {E:EEI(ER12 Minor Programme in Spanish PG F ;5 RI{S:RT2
Students are required to complete a minimum of 18 units of courses as follows: Students are required to complete a minimum of 18 units of courses as follows:
BABEEMERELITHEHRIE 2, : BAREMEELITRIEHIBES
Units 24 Units 224

1.  Required Courses AAERIR : 1.  Required Courses AERIR :

(@)  GERM2000 3 (a)  SPAN2000 3

(b)  GERM2001 and £ 3000, or 5% 3050 6 (b)  SPAN2001 and £23000, or 2%3050 6

(¢)  GERM3001 3 (c)  SPAN3001 3

2. Elective Courses iE{ERH :

Any GERM courses other than GERM1000 and those listed above

6 Any SPAN courses other than SPAN1000 and those listed above 6
EGERMALH » GERM1000 K _Eat(DFT7IRIRL B BRSM ERISPANR}H » SPAN1000 K _E#it(1)FFFIHIR}E BRoh

2. Elective Courses E{ER B :

Total £t : 18 Total 3t : 18
Remarks: 53T :
® Students admitted in 2011-12 and before should refer to the Undergraduate o 2011-I2FEERDEIAEREA » F2E (KR4 F
Student Handbook (http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/aqgs) for their study schemes. f}) (http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/ags) RHIEBETEE °
® The above requirements are subject to change. Please refer to the Undergraduate o FAGRRERSISERBER - F2EH (KREF
Student Handbook for updated information. ) HNEHEER -

11




COURSE LISTS
PEHE

Course Title £iB & Units B34 Modern Languages Courses IR{ESRIE
Linguistics Courses 35 =27 H Arabic PIHI{AZE

LING1000 Invitation to Linguistics 35 = 22 &5 3 Language Courses 353 &H

LING1001 Exploring Grammar: Mandarin F8/AIRR : EE5E 3 ARABI000  Arabic I fH/{E3E(—) 3
LING1002 Exploring Grammar: Cantonese 385343 : B35 3 ARAB2000  Arabic Il flH/{EE(T) 3
LING1003 Exploring Grammar: English ;5755 R : 3558 3 ARAB2050  Arabic I & II [HHEE(—)R(D) 6
LING2001 Linguistic Argumentation I 5 5 25775 (—) 2 ARAB2001  Arabic III fTR/EEE(S) 3
LING2002  Linguistic Argumentation II 785 Z5mzE(Z) 2 ARAB3000  Arabic IV [iJRH{EZE(T) B
LING2003  Phonetics T 7 &55(—) 3 ARAB3050  Arabic Tl & IV [FH{525(=) K (1) 6
LING2004 Phonology | & R E(—) 3

LING2005  Syntax I £)/KE(—) 3 French j£38

LING2006 Semantics FEFE2 3 Language Courses 35325l H

LING4000  Research Project 5 = A 7% 6 FREN1000  French I j£35(—) 3
Area One: Core Linguistics $i[F— : F5B#Z 08B FREN2000  French Il j:3&(Z) 3
LING3101 Morphology #& 57 E2fiZRE 3 FREN2001 French Il }%£55(=) 3
LING3102 Phonetics 1 ;55 E(2) 3 FREN2020 Sounds of French j%£:E:E53 A P9 3
LING3103  Phonology I E() 3 FREN2050  French I & II E55(—) R (2) 6
LING3104  Syntax Il A)iEE3(2) 3 FREN3000  French IV y£3&([0) 3
LING3105  Lexical Studies Z7[ERF5 3 FREN3001  French V j%£3&(F1) 3
LING3106  Sign Linguistics F3EzE S £ 3 FREN3002  French VI J£5E(7X) 3
LING3107 Comparative Grammar HEEE% 3 FREN3021  French Conversation I j£:E@=5(—) 3
LING3108 Language Survey in the Field 285 HEFAES 3 FREN3022 French Conversation 11 jA3E €2 :5(Z) 3
LING4101 Advanced Readings in Linguistics 35 = 22 & B2 /FiRE 3 FREN3030 Reading Methodology 3383l 4k 3
Area Two: Language and Mind SB|= : 55 et A e : FREN3031 French Reading and Creative Writing /53285 M AI=E/E 3
LING3201 First Language Acquisition 55—3E 5 £15 | FREN3041  Business French I =/555(—) 3
LING3202  Psycholinguistics BB &2 FREN3042  Business French Il FiZ5/A35(Z) 3
LING3203  Language and Mind 355 E2/ V& FREN3050  French Il & IV j%35(=) K () 6
LING3204 Second Language Acquisition 55 — ;B = 18 FREN3051  French V & VIJEE(R)KRGN) 6

LING3205 Language Acquisition of Deaf Children BEZE:E =S
LING3206 Bilingualism ££5EH13%

Culture Courses Z{btEIB

FREN1100 Made in France j: &5

LING3207 Bilingual Acquisition #5715 FREN2100 Exploring French Literature &5 X B2 iR R

LING3208 Language Disorders & 5 [Eh FREN2110 The Bible and Greek Mythology in French Literature j%[E] S 22 Iy B2 4L BA A5 R 5
Area Three: Language and Culture &j| FREN3100  Special Topics in French JAFEEHRE

W W W W W W W W
IR
1
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LING2301 Sociolinguistics f+ @55 2

German #58
Language Courses ;38X H

GERM1000  German I £85&(—)
GERM2000  German II £835(")

LING2302  Language and Culture 35 = 2371,
LING2303 Sign Language Studies B4 5T
LING3301 Language Change &= &%
LING3302 Discourse Analysis 525D HT
Area Four: Special Topics and Linguistic Applications & H GERM2001 - German Il £245(=)

GERM2020  Sounds of German 235353 A P9
GERM2030  German through Fairy Tales 3§85 55824528
GERM2050  German I & II f83&(—)M(Z2)

GERM3000  German IV £ZzE([M)

GERM3001  German V #55E(F1)

GERM3002  German VI £ZzE(7%)

W oW W W W
o
b1l

N

ol

LING3401 Linguistics and Information Technology & & E2Ed & RHY
LING3402 Linguistic Applications for Professional Purposes & = 22 B EH 2T A
LING3403 Quantitative Methods for Linguistics 5 = 2 E £ 05 %
LING3404 Computer Assisted Language Learning S #HBNzE = 25
LING4401 Special Topics in Linguistics 355 2 EH 8

LING4402 Special Topics in Applied Linguistics & 35 = 2 H A

W W W W W W



COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

7 | BEEN

GERM3020  German Conversation {f2:525F
GERM3030  German Reading Skills 27 B :&3l| 4k
GERM3050  German III & IV 4&35(=) ()
GERM3051 German V & VI £2:E(FH) & (GX)

Culture Courses Z{tEIE

GERM1100  Germany Today 4> H =5

GERM2100  Exploring German Literature {23 3248
GERM2200  German Cinema {5E 55/

GERM3100

Special Topics in German {255 &

GERM3110  20th Century Germany in Autobiographical Texts — 42 B {E 2 37K

Hong Kong Sign Language JF#&F 5

Language Courses s H

HKSL1000
HKSL2000
HKSL2001
HKSL3000
HKSL3001
HKSL3002

Italian 2 AFIEE

Language Courses 53Rl B

Hong Kong Sign Language | &% 3F:5(—)
Hong Kong Sign Language II &&F:5(2)
Hong Kong Sign Language Il ZEF:E(=)
Hong Kong Sign Language 1V &#&F5(I0)
Hong Kong Sign Language V Z#5F2E(F)
Hong Kong Sign Language VI & FE(7X)

ITAL1000 Italian I = AKIEE(—)

ITAL2000 Italian I EAFFE(Z)

ITAL2001 Italian Il = AFIZE(Z)

ITAL2050  Italian I & I EAFIEE(—)R(D)
ITAL3000 Italian IV ZAKIZE(TT)

ITAL3001 Italian V B AKIFE(FL)

ITAL3002 Italian VI 2 AFIZEGN)

ITAL3050 Italian 11 & IV BAFIZE(=) K(M)
ITAL3051 Italian V & VI ZAFZE(FR) KR GN)
Culture Courses 3 {tEIE

ITAL1100 Society and Culture in Contemporary Italy & B AR It 2 EE (L

Korean $BE:E

Language Courses ;527 H

KORE1000
KORE2000
KORE2001
KORE2050
KORE3000
KORE3001
KORE3002
KORE3050
KORE3051
KORE3060

Korean I F2EzE(—)

Korean 1 52E75(2)

Korean Il & &HE(=)

Korean I & I #EIFE(—) 2 (Z)

Korean IV 22 [Ez5(IY)

Korean V & &zE(H)

Korean VI E2EZE(7X)

Korean ITT & IV 82 EI7E(=) (M)

Korean V & VI 82 EzE(F) KL (GX)

Korean through Drama & 825 B 282 () ;5

AN N W W
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Culture Courses Z{t&H

KORE3100  Special Topics in Korean 85355528 3
Russianf§:E

Language Courses ;38X H

RUSS1000  Russian I fZE(—) 3
RUSS2000 Russian IT fzE(Z)

RUSS2050  Russian I & I & (—) R (Z) 6
Spanish FHEF &8

Language Courses ;38X H
SPAN1000 Spanish | FRPLF3E(—)

SPAN2000 Spanish II FEHIAFEE(T)

SPAN2001  Spanish III FEFEFEE(=)

SPAN2050  Spanish I & II FEHEF5E(—) K (Z)
SPAN3000 Spanish IV FEHIZFE(P9)

SPAN3001 Spanish V Fg YT A 5(F)

SPAN3002 Spanish VI FE¥I FE(7X)

SPAN3020  Spanish through Film HE & ZE T FE
SPAN3041 Business Spanish | BZEFIL T35 (—)
SPAN3050  Spanish III & IV FgHIF5E(=) K (1)
SPAN3051 Spanish V & VI BRI 2E(F) K(GR)
Culture Courses X {bF H

SPAN1101 Spanish Civilization and its Languages | Fi¥I F BB R EFE S (—)
SPAN1102 Spanish Civilization and its Languages Il FREI F XA A EHFES (D)
SPAN2040 Hispanic World through Art 4¢3/l 754R PR BT o 1H 57

SPAN2100 Exploring Spanish Literature FHT 7 ST EIR R

SPAN2200  Hispanic Cinema FRHFF HRITFR

SPAN3100 Special Topics in Spanish PG 7 sE 228

AN N W W W W W W W W

Thai =5

Language Courses 3532 H

THATI000  Thai I Z=38(—)
THAI2000  Thai Il Z&5&(7)
THAI2001  Thai IIl Z=3E&(=)
THAI2050  Thai I & Il Z=3E(—)}(2)
THAI3000  Thai IV Z=3&(IH)

ol
1|
w N W W LoJI W W W W W W
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 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
o | REEN

Linguistics Courses ;2SS 8§ H

LING1000 Invitation to Linguistics 58 = E33& 5|
B Explores the central components of human language, examining its structure and functions, how it is acquired and how it changes
over time.

m Helps students develop a basic understanding of language as a computational system that interacts with other cognitive systems of
the human brain.

m RBONTE S GBI - BB S AAMESN - LRESRAMEEN » A AR S R OERERD
= HHRABEMEE R REANAMNEMRNA RSB L RN ERR -

LING1001  Exploring Grammar: Mandarin 575885 © &ilsE

Explores the grammatical properties of the Mandarin through a descriptive approach.

Helps students achieve a sophisticated understanding of Mandarin for academic investigation.
ERWREE BN ERDTRAEE D LR
BB BRA RN ERRAEL DN - HE— TSR e SR -

LING1002 Exploring Grammar: Cantonese 55;5¥k% : EHE

m Covers topics on Cantonese phonology, morphology, aspectual system, grammatical constructions and sentence final particles.
Develops students’ sensitivity to the characteristics of Cantonese grammar.

REREBETR - BEE - 8B - AREENAESASEESE

BREBANEEIENBRE -

LING1003 Exploring Grammar: English :8;%5¥R5E : 355

B Explores the complexities of the structure of English sentences in a descriptive framework.

Makes references to common errors in students' English in order to raise their awareness of the problems in learning English.
FTELREES PN ER TR RN E AR

PITBAFRRERE RNER - LIRSMNEES2ENEEETH -

LING2001 Linguistic Argumentation I B = E:H58(—)
B Trains students in the articulation of ideas related to language issues.

B Engages students in critical reflections on the character of linguistic units at various levels of grammar, as well as systematic
observations and descriptions of language phenomena.

B PR S MR R AEAAR
B SIEBERAREBBERARBREVNAE - AREEMEAESTRR -

LING2002 Linguistic Argumentation II 25 EH:2(2)
® Enhances students’ sensitivity to the structure of linguistic argumentation.

m Explores the ways in which one may arrive at generalizations based on linguistic evidence, how different analyses may apply to
a given linguistic phenomenon, and the grounds on which one analysis may be judged to be superior to another through critical
discussion of selected cases.

RSN ESEmERE
nEBRRER  RARTUANE S BREH—RIEER - MAHHRA—RREBHERRDNT - DISIZIR AR S
RNRDHTHIES

LING2003 Phonetics I s5=E3(—)

B Introduces how sounds are produced, and how they are perceived.

® Enhances students’ knowledge of the sounds of English, Putonghua, and Cantonese.
m MEEENRTRE

B RREA KT « LB BRI S I o

LING2004 Phonology I & RE(—)

B Introduces core concepts of phonology.

B Analyzes data from a wide variety of languages.
n NMEERBNEAES

B DRRRE S RIRE S AT ©

LING2005 Syntax I G5B (—)

B Helps students to see that phrases and sentences are formed in a systematic and principled way.

® Enhances students’ appreciation for the complex structure formation capacity of the human linguistic system.
m HBEA RIS REE B BARE

" RSBEANENTE S ABHIER o

LING2006 Semantics ;E55E3

B Examines how meaning is systematically coded in the grammar of natural languages.

B Investigates to what extent the study of meaning is independent of language context and use.
B PREER ARSI LR ;

RIS ARE LEE A LUBIN RS E N EREA -
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 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
o | REEN

LING4000 Research Project ;55 B 3E

B Provides an opportunity for students to undertake supervised study on a selected topic of interest.

B Examines aspects of the selected topic, conduct a critical literature review and a systematic investigation of the topic.
B EEMEET - KRS R EmERN A BRI FTERE ;

B APTEN TR X EREE T RS  WHHB SR E R TR ©

Area One: Core Linguistics i — : EESE#ZO0EH

LING3101 Morphology #&5aEfZHE

m Introduces students to major morphological processes that are commonly found in many languages.
Explores the nature of morphological universals.

B = T AR E 2SS ;

BRAENNE R L EBRE

LING3102 Phonetics II s (Z2)

B Explores important issues in speech production and perception research.

m Emphasizes the acoustic aspects of speech sounds and practical experience of conducting phonetic experiments.
B RS BAREEELNSE S RANSERE ;

B RFEEENYENE  BAVAREET/NAGEEER -

LING3103 Phonology Il S RE(Z)

B Focuses on the development of phonological theories.

B Trains students to analyze data from different languages, draw generalizations and account for phonological patterns adequately.
B NMEFERERNEE

B JIARELEL AT ~ B - WRBARNERER -

LING3104 Syntax II 6);5E(Z2)

m [llustrates how constituent structures in syntax are generated and combined to form legitimate syntactic derivations.

B Investigates how relevant syntactic theories can attain explanatory power in addressing the hierarchical, generative, recursive and
virtually infinite nature of the language system.

B DTAEBRPHIRDEBNALR ~ 56 - RAHEFRERENSERNRGEE
B SRR A EE A AR AVAERYE R ~ ARt ~ BB AL o

LING3105 Lexical Studies s3FERFZE

B Identifies major word classes.

B Investigates the semantic and syntactic relations among lexical words.
B [E)EERERRER;

B RRE L AR AER R

LING3106 Sign Linguistics FEESE

B Demonstrates the linguistic properties of signed language at various levels: phonology, syntax,
semantics, and discourse.

B Leads students to appreciate the linguistics nature of sign language as a natural language of
communication, and how the visual modality of interaction influences the organization of sign
language grammar.

n EDA MRS A% BENERAREEL - FEBAEENSERESHIL

B S| BREARBFHERBAZESNAE  BERGEEREANNREFEES A8 -

LING3107 Comparative Grammar EbE;EE %

B Introduces a number of major similarities and differences between Chinese and other languages of interest. .

B Encourages students to explore the typological differences between these languages. cagd Lo
 NREEREMES MR ; L " R
B XEEARRESNELSE - e a@r vy Sul @ LM _: _
- a | A ’ 3 L A R 3 i
Vo s/ AV R LI EA M
LING3108 Language Survey in the Field ;2= Sih& v o - ¥ - [l
o
B Gives students a taste of field linguistic research in the speech community. f"- | ?

B Conducts language surveys in the field.
B FEAEHNEREHPETES SR
B S4B EMEREES o

LING4101 Advanced Readings in Linguistics §5= E /R 2 (FiEsE

B Introduces students to the major themes in the development of modern schools of linguistics, through intensive reading of selected
classic linguistics writings.

B Helps students gain an appreciation of the place of linguistics in the humanities and social sciences, as well as a deeper
understanding of theory and method in contemporary linguistic analysis, by working through the writings of important thinkers.

B ORESEE S R HE(F - ARG 2R LI ERTE

B EEREE E BRI 0 RRERRAMERE S S2EAEENBRNME » WHENTESZ2NERMT IR

27723
R ©

19



20

- COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
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a

Area Two: Language and Mind E = : (25 EOE

LING3201 First Language Acquisition Sf—ES &S

B Analyzes children's phonological, lexical and syntactic development against theories of language acquisition.
m Focuses primarily on monolingual acquisition, with some discussion of bilingual acquisition.

B REESERTONMEESTR - BEREUENER

B WENAERESHERES TS ARESFESSEAIRE -

LING3202 Psycholinguistics i0EESE
m Introduces language as a cognitive system which interfaces with other subsystems of mind.

m Focuses on the principles and mechanisms that underlie speech perception, sentence processing
and discourse comprehension, as well as structural factors in language production.

BRI E R R A R FHIRE & B ABE R MERAI T R
EMNBEEANE - OFRENREERNRVEES LAY EFSEENEBRER -

LING3203 Language and Mind ;&5 B/
B Explores central issues of language and cognition by investigating the complex relationships between language, thought and
culture from an evolutionary and developmental perspective.

B Emphasizes on the interfaces between language structure and conceptual systems in the expression of reference, time, space,
quantification, and modality.

n RANEECNERRRNAERRSRS - RENXILZMHEERE ;
n EEEEANER - BE - ECNRESERABREESABIRSRRENNEEEE -

LING3204 Second Language Acquisition 58 —;ES S

m Introduces the issues related to the development of learners’ language systems.
Discusses theories of second language acquisition and cross-linguistic influence.
HEELENFE S ESEE  FELFREHEEEESAMNEE
s S EiE ARG EmNBEEE -

LING3205 Language Acquisition of Deaf Children BEESERS

B Discusses issues concerning how deaf children acquire language, signed or spoken.

B Helps students appreciate the complexities involved in the language acquisition of
deaf children from the perspective of first language acquisition, second language
acquisition and bilingual acquisition.

B NAEBENAESFENORE

n REAARRETESE S - £ KERERAETRKENERENLE -

LING3206 Bilingualism ££;E5H3S

B Explores issues such as what it means to be a bilingual speaker, how children acquire two languages simultaneously, and how the
patterns of bilingual development are different from monolingual development.

B Discusses related issues such as language choice, identity and education of bilinguals.

B FAREEEEERSER—EEEE - RENARRESMELS - AR REEZHRENAR ;

m HREEREE S EE - SEENS N REFENHBRES -

LING3207 Bilingual Acquisition 655315
®m Introduces students to the basic concepts and issues in the field of bilingual acquisition.

B Explores the acquisition of different constructions and domains of grammar in bilingual children as well as similarities and
differences between monolingual and bilingual acquisition.

" MRERECSNESNISIGRE
R EERENMESARR S GBAFEL  TrmERRERESNER -

LING3208 Language Disorders 38 = &
m Introduces students to language disorders in children and adults.

B Introduces the assessment and therapy of children and adults with language disorders across different acquisition contexts as well
as explores and compares the impact on monolingual and bilingual speakers.

" MARERKNARES EHHERE
 NMEEARBSESIRAT  MAHEHEE ERNZEMRFEAETHERGE - WRREN R AL HEFNERL
REMERNTERYR -

Area Three: Language and Culture £8E = : (25H{k

LING2301 Sociolinguistics {1 EESE

® Explores the concept of "language" as a social/cultural/historical/political construct.

B Identifies the various languages spoken in Hong Kong, and examines their status and functions.
B RE TRRE L SR - b - BE - BURHHEERE

§ EEABNRER S MHM A AR -

LING2303 Sign Language Studies F3E{FE
m Introduces students to sign language research, a recently developed sub-field of linguistics studies.

B Examines the relation between sign language and other disciplines like deaf culture, deaf education, deaf psychology, technology
and sign bilingualism.

NBTFHER S REPIRNES BRI
B ST RREEMESERNEAXI - BAKE - BAGE - R AFHEEMRSENEE
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LING3301 Language Change sE= /&%

B Attempts to discover universal tendencies and rich variations in language change.

B Traces the development of tense, aspect and mood markers as well as discourse particles.
B POREEERARETNERERELS B BB ;

B RAESRE - BRI ERIRSSE MR B R o

LING3302  Approaches to Discourse 55525

B Analyzes different discourse genres including talk at home, talk in the workplace, legal language, political discourse, adversarial
questioning in news interviews, public apologies, etc.

B Investigates the relationship between discourse and grammar.

B DT ARBRELEEZENKR - LIPS  EERS  BUAREE ~ shAFETNRES - AFERGEES

B RS REREANEE AR B R

il

Area Four: Special Topics and Linguistic Applications FZE|[Y : EREHITAESEEH

LING3401 Linguistic Applications to Information Technology ;&= EE & Rl PAYER

m Introduces the applications of Linguistics in the field of information technology.

m Focuses on basic concepts in natural language processing, and applies linguistics knowledge to problems solving.
B NMEE S BPHRAE SN PEA

B SHMEEARE S EMANREPRNERYES - BRFES2HBRRMAE

LING3402 Linguistic Applications for Professional Purposes ;E= EABIS 255 Bk
®H Qutlines how the philosophies of linguistic training are applicable to professional practices that involve language.

B INANIEE S SRR ERE S HENEREL

LING3403 Quantitative Methods for Linguistics 58S B ES 9 h 5 %
B Introduces common statistical concepts and analysis used in linguistic research.

B Covers both descriptive and inferential statistics.

B NEESEMRRERNGAEE SRS

B ORER A AR AT ©

LING3404 Computer Assisted Language Learning 5 #iRE S EH

B Explores Computer Assisted Language Learning (CALL) from prospects of cognitive psychology, second language acquisition,
human computer interaction, and artificial intelligence.

B Focuses on the optimal application of CALL by considering factors such as instructional technology, learner needs and
characteristics, instructional settings, language policy, and the interaction of these factors.

B ARAOER - ETEEES - ABEE - LA TERFREmETHmEREEE2ENERE ;
B RREMERGTBAEESAER  MANERERMNER - BEENEHMAESE - HERE - F5BRFAXR
ERRARMRE(EM - LERRENHBICR -

LING4401 Special Topics in Linguistics ;5= EAHRA

B Furthers students’ understanding of the nature and use of language from different perspectives.

B Helps students explore issues in general or applied linguistics through conducting empirical investigations.
B SIEBEANFEEENEFEEENEENNAE  E S ERFESNAENESAEN

R4 SRR EEE s S NERES 2N mHAE - WFEBMENE -

LING4402 Special Topics in Applied Linguistics fEF:E S EHTE
B Introduces students to one or two particular aspects of applied linguistics, such as language pedagogy, language policy, language
processing, language and the brain, etc.

B Helps students apply linguistics knowledge into the analysis of language-related phenomena in the areas of Applied Linguistics.
" NMARMES SRR ERRERE - 4 FEHSE - BEBR - B EMEE - 5 EAMSE
B SIEEAKESSNBANINERES 2ERZRR -
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EHEIZERE
RAFRBAE|BA AR ~ 785 ~ BE -~ BT RIn Tt FREEIASE - 2MEHEE UER

ENHNER

OVERSEAS EXPOSURE

BINEE

K - WA A TR BEE

ip s

CISR=N

Overseas Summer Study Programmes

Students are encouraged to participate in summer language and culture
programmes abroad with universities in Austria, France, Germany, Korea,
Spain and Switzerland to enhance their language proficiency and widen
their horizon by experiencing the various facets of the society of the host
countries. The courses usually last for one month and comprise 80 to
90 hours of language instruction, cultural programmes and excursions.
The programmes are self-financed. After successful completion of the
course, students may consider transferring the credits gained abroad to the

Modern Languages curriculum.

Overseas Exchange Programmes

In addition to the overseas summer study programmes, students can
participate in the exchange programmes between the Department and
University College London, the U.K. to study abroad for a teaching term
or a year. Besides, students can also join the various overseas exchange
programmes coordinated by the Unviersity and the Colleges. Among
the regions and countries included in these exchange programmes are
Australia, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Japan,
Korea, Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Mainland China,
Singapore, Spain, Sweden, Taiwan, the U.K. and the U.S.A.

R TFERE - ARSRE—RAS—ER - AREEN\T

R ERBRERIRT - TRNABBERER - PATHFINELBENNR -

BN AEETE

BT BINEHRESN  BEEASMAREMARBBAR » R —BH—BFENIREE -
s - BANARES MARME G RPN S BRI AETE] - BREERK RN -
A ~ PSR ~ P35 ~ JEE ~ 18E ~ BOAR ~ BAS - 8B - E7E -~ 50 - TR - PEIARE - A
A ~ FORASF ~ IR6h « &8 « HERERZ -

CAREER PROSPECTS AND FURTHER

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

TRl REBKS

B With solid training in linguistics and wide exposure to diverse
disciplines, our graduates are in a strong position to pursue careers in
language education, business and public administration, interpretation
and translation, journalism, media and communication-related
services, computer language processing and language engineering

research, speech therapy, brain and cognitive science research.

B Those wishing to further their studies may consider our postgraduate
programmes. Some of our graduates from these programmes also
received competitive scholarships to further their studies in prestigious

universities abroad.

B Our graduates of Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts programmes
in Linguistics are exempted from the English Language Proficiency
Assessment for English teachers by the Education Bureau, HKSAR

upon completion of relevant teacher training.

n FERBZRESEMIES SR - ERANBESENHFTE
BEZ - HEREERUTIERR : F5HF - BXRAHKT
B~ EELEE - X - ERNAMEERREITE  ElMES
BRELEE LRME - A5 aFMAMERBABETE -

. AREBABENRSZAAEREENRNMERRE  BEEAR
RO FTE RS A 2RI EB B SIS BT AT ERAE

B AEANFEFENEELRBELIREERESEBRITERRBUTH

BRAAREBEIN BNBLRE - MERENERERTHK

BEBEMERER - TESRRASBEXEIFZ

Interpreter
BE8
Journalist
Fan 8

News Reporter

MERE

Literacy Critic

BT RE

Editor
HmeE

Speech Pathologist
B ERESER

Government Language Officer

BUSRBEXEE

Computer Language Processing Specialist
EEEEREER

Translator

B=a

Negotiator

Diplomat

MR

Technical Writer

RifR=E

Speech Therapist

B = AERAT

Language Consultant

5 =

Language Teacher
&Gl

Research Assistant

WFEBhEE

Executive/ Administrative Officer
TBEBEAE

Computer Programmer
BHEEERE
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LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

LABORATORY
B ESERE

EERABAMBANN—EEREL  MERENAE
BREEABMNERMAN—EERTE » HAMRS
Hop— @548 - FEEBERE (LAL) BRI 20065
1) EEREATES PERAEERARE - EEPEIR
NEEESNEENT - EREZABRERNERH
BRMRHZMBRIRENAESLE - ZHENREHR
BIEEREREERE -

Given that language is a sub-system of mind, research on
how humans acquire language is a major aspect of the study
of cognitive development, and a branch of cognitive science.
The Language Acquisition Laboratory (LAL) was established
in early 2006 to promote the theoretical study of language
acquisition and empirical research on the acquisition of
Chinese languages from a perspective informed by linguistic
theory and related areas of cognitive science. It addresses

issues on how toddlers and preschool children acquire their

B EHRERENES RERET T UTHRIER -
AERRE - AEEE - B NEAERITERE - ERNE
AEREGE A B BEERS  WHRY Y —
EEFBRHESES (CELA) BHE  BHREIIRIIE
PHEBRERBEULERBERENRPREERE-BE
BREFHTobil X1 20EZNRENE - REBRZLUKER
BEE  LMRRERHPNES R -

mother tongues and standard language in the multilingual
and dialectal context, through naturalistic observation and

experimental techniques.

Recent projects have been concerned with issues of lexical
spurt, the onset of syntactic categories, word order and
argument structure, classifiers and noun phrase structures,
negation, referentiality, and logical quantifiers. The laboratory
has constructed a longitudinal Chinese Early Language
Acquisition (CELA) corpus recording the early language
development of a number of Mandarin-speaking children in

Beijing and Changsha, and of Cantonese-speaking children

in Hong Kong. The laboratory is equipped with a Tobii X120 g -E‘:‘:“"
eyetracker, an infant observation room and a professional *I.‘a_ﬂ‘u«;:.‘.'-m

Al
- o WL
LY Salie ey
v 330 :“:nl ﬂ:n
L u“’ ‘.‘A“

s
s

audio recording chamber to study children’s early language.

4> ) LAL CUHK
NP FepEms

Address #ii : Room G33, Lady Shaw Building,

The Chinese University of Hong Kong,

Shatin, N.T., Hong Kong

BB BEEBHRNARBEERARABGIIE
Phone B5E  : (852) 3943-1702
Fax FEH 1 (852) 3943-1703

Email 5 : langacq@cuhk.edu.hk
Website #81lF : http://www.arts.cuhk.edu.hk/~lal
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CHILDHOOD BILINGUALISM

RESEARCH CENTRE

The establishment of the Childhood
Bilingualism Research Centre
(CBRC) in 2008 marks an important
milestone in the development of
research in bilingualism and language
acquisition at the Chinese University
of Hong Kong (CUHK). CBRC was
launched in 2008 with an inaugural
International Conference on Bilingual
Acquisition in Early Childhood. It
is the first Centre of its kind in Asia
dedicated to the study of childhood
bilingualism and multilingualism
in diverse environments and
communities with a focus on the
development of Cantonese, Mandarin
and English. The Centre has been
supported by the Focused Investment
Scheme from CUHK, research grants
from the Hong Kong Research Grants
Council and private donations.

Mission

m To achieve excellence in research in childhood bilingualism and
multilingualism

m To serve children and parents in Hong Kong and the region by studying
childhood bilingualism and propagating its positive outcomes

B To document the development of bilingualism in bilingual children from
its inception to maturity and demonstrate their achievements in attaining
bilingual competence in childhood

m To raise the public’s awareness of Hong Kong children’s development of
biliteracy and trilingualism

m  To study and support revitalization of minority and heritage languages in the
context of bilingual and multilingual education

Honors and Awards

The Bilingual Child: Early Development and Language
Contact, by Virginia Yip and Stephen Matthews (Cambridge Bilingual Child
University Press, 2007) received the Research Excellence —
Award (2006-2007) from the Chinese University of Hong
Kong and the Leonard Bloomfield Book Award (2009)
from the Linguistic Society of America.

Ongoing Projects 1

Corpus-Based Studies

m Construct longitudinal corpora to document the development of two
languages in children over an extended period of time

® Analyze bilingual children’s developmental patterns in lexicon, syntax and
phonology

Experimental Psycholinguistics

m Design psycholinguistic experiments to test children’s comprehension and
production of words and structures in Cantonese, English and Mandarin

m Use standardized assessment tools to assess Hong Kong children’s English
(receptive vocabulary, expressive vocabulary, grammar, articulation)

m Study Hong Kong children’s tone and speech rhythm in their Cantonese and
English

Cantonese and Other Chinese Languages

m  Research and publications on Cantonese and comparative Chinese Grammar

Interdisciplinary Collaboration

m Develop a receptive vocabulary test to assess Hong Kong children’s
Mandarin, in collaboration with Institute of Human Communicative
Research, Division of Speech Therapy, Faculty of Medicine, CUHK

m Develop language learning software, in collaboration with Human-Computer
Communications Laboratory, Department of Systems Engineering &
Engineering Management, Faculty of Engineering, CUHK, and Independent
Learning Centre, CUHK

e e,

E&RMABRER -

{iEn:
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CENTRE FOR SIGN LINGUISTICS

AND DEAF STUDIES
FRRBAHARPIN

a

Significance

The Centre for Sign Linguistics and Deaf Studies, established in
2003, is the first research centre in Asia which focuses on developing
interdisciplinary research and professional training for Deaf and
hearing students in the areas of sign linguistics, sign language
teaching, language development of deaf children and deaf education.

Missions

B To develop interdisciplinary research and professional training
programmes related to sign language.

B To document the varieties of sign languages in use by deaf
communities in Asia.

B To document deaf children’s language acquisition in sign language
or spoken language.

B To render professional support to parents of deaf children who
study in deaf schools or mainstream contexts.

B To facilitate communication between the deaf and hearing
communities.

B To raise public awareness of the social situation of deaf people and
educational opportunities for deaf people.

Ongoing projects:

&
{1. WESFERERRREITER

A0CEEY CLUS SLEN BILTREUALTEE Sk
-t 04 B BB

The Jockey Club Sign Bilingualism and Co-enrolment in Deaf
Education Programme (2006 — present)
(http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/cslds/jcslco/)

B Funded by The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust

B Goals:

e To establish and evaluate the efficacy of an innovative model
of deaf education which encompasses sign bilingualism and
co-enrolment within its pedagogical principles.

e To explore how this deaf education model might benefit both
Deaf and hearing teachers and students in the educational
process.

B Collaborators:

o Centre for Education Research Partnerships, National Technical
Institute for the Deaf, Rochester Institute of Technology, US

e Deafness, Cognition and Language Research Centre, University
College London, UK

e Institute of Human Communicative Research, The Chinese
University of Hong Kong

e Child Assessment Services, Department of Health, Government
of HKSAR

e Hong Kong Catholic Diocesan Schools Council — Kowloon
Bay St. John the Baptist Catholic Primary School

e Incorporated Trustees of the Peace Evangelical Centre — Peace
Evangelical Centre Kindergarten (Ngau Tau Kok)

30

@ The Asia Pacific Sign Linguistics Research and
. Training Programme (2003 — present)
%M (http:// www.cslds.org/apsl)
B Funded by The Nippon Foundation
B Goals:

e To support Asian universities and institutions in establishing

research units for conducting sign language research and sign
language teaching programmes.

e To document the sign language varieties in Asia.

e To provide research training in sign linguistics for Asian Deaf
and hearing individuals at different academic levels.

e To conduct professional training in sign language teaching for
Asian Deaf individuals.

B Collaborators:

e University of Indonesia & Indonesian Association of the
Welfare of the Deaf, Indonesia

e University of Kelaniya & Sri Lanka Central Federation of the
Deaf, Sri Lanka

e University of Tokyo & Japanese Federation of the Deaf, Japan

e University of South Pacific & Fiji Association of the Deaf, Fiji
B Strategic Partners:

e Regional Secretariat/Asia Pacific, World Federation of the Deaf

e School of Continuing and Professional Studies, The Chinese
University of Hong Kong

P

e Language Development of Deaf Children
i (2000 — present)
B Funded by the Research Grants Council of Hong Kong and
generous donations from Dr. Alex K. Yasumoto
B Goal:
e To document the language acquisition processes of deaf children,
namely, the development of Hong Kong Sign Language, oral
language development, and sign bilingual development.

B Research outputs:

e Child HKSL Corpus
e HKSL-Cantonese Bilingual Acquisition Corpus

Award

Lee Hysan Postgraduate Award for Sign Linguistics and Deaf
Education (2010 — present)
m  Goal:

e To provide opportunities for Deaf or hearing individuals to
receive postgraduate training in sign linguistics, with the
ultimate goal of nurturing more professionals committed to
working for the betterment of the Hong Kong Deaf community.
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“

. ‘Oh, which language do you study?’ It is a
common misconception that linguistics focuses its
study only on one or two specific languages. The truth
is, linguistics imposes no restrictions on the kinds
of languages under study. In our phonology classes,
where we study the sound patterns of languages, we
deal with data from languages we have never even
heard of, such as Lardil, Ukrainian and Maltese.
And sign languages, which also have grammar and
variations cross-linguistically like spoken languages,
require the same kind of study. So the range of
languages studied in our department is in fact diverse,
because linguistics examines the properties shared by
all languages and the ways that individual languages
differ...

Through projects and journal entries, linguistics
students at CUHK explore the various realms of the
subject. We find topics that we're interested in and
conduct research on them. Do the Inuit or Eskimo
really have more words for "snow" than others? Are
there any rules to code mixing?

...linguistics is not about learning how to speak a
language, but about exploring the structure and usage
of language. However, if you are also interested
in becoming a bilingual or trilingual, our Modern
Languages section currently offers four European
languages — French, German, Italian and Spanish.
Other languages available include Japanese, Korean,
Thai and Hong Kong Sign Language. Our department
also organizes "Summer in Europe" programmes
during the term break in summer, and various
overseas exchange programmes for those who would
like to stay for a semester or longer to experience
more. As a matter of fact, while writing this article, I
am currently sitting in the house of my Spanish host
family in Granada, Spain. There is no better way
to learn or to improve a language than to be in the
country where the language is spoken, where you can
absorb and experience everything, from their way of
living to their customs and culture at first-hand...

Language is one of the most important features that
distinguish us humans from the rest of the animal
world. Understanding language is an essential part
in the understanding of ourselves, and realizing its
complexity will give you a lot of respect for the
human mind. Our linguistics classes constantly draw
students from other departments, sometimes of very
different fields of study, who drop in just to find
out how language that they use everyday actually
works. If you also feel the need to do so, or find that
uncovering the delights of language appeals to you, I
gladly welcome you to the family of linguistics.”

Ko Hoi Man (A Graduate of Year 2011)

“My decision to study at the Chinese University of Hong Kong was a pivotal point
in my life. Doing so required that I moved far from my home in the United States,
where I was culturally most comfortable and, knowing that my studies here would
play a crucial role in determining my future career options, required that I make a
firm decision regarding the field I would most like to be involved in.

While there were many factors contributing to why I chose to study linguistics,
one of the most significant was an interest in language that developed over the two
years. I studied Mandarin Chinese in Beijing. Studying a foreign language can
have the effect of making one realize how little he knows about his own native
tongue. For me, this realization led to a yearning to learn more about language
in general—why do we say things the way we do? As a second language learner,
I often wondered exactly why it was so exceedingly difficult to learn a language
as an adult and yet so seemingly simple for a child. Naturally, these curiosities
compelled me to consider undertaking the study of linguistics...

So far, as a third year student of linguistics at CUHK, I have gotten to experience
much of what the university and, in particular, the linguistics department has
to offer. I would like to share some of my experiences with you and I hope to
present you with a picture of what it is like to be a student here — not only
from my perspective as a member of the linguistics department, but also from
my perspective as an international student. Having taken many of the available
linguistics courses at CUHK, I feel I have been given an overall view of many
aspects of linguistic inquiry...

Among Hong Kong universities, one of the ways in which CUHK is unique is
that it offers classes in the study of sign linguistics and is home to the Centre for
Sign Linguistics and Deaf Studies. Having received some exposure to the deaf
communities in both America and Beijing, China, I was attracted to CUHK's
course offerings on this subject. I am also grateful that CUHK has given me, along
with many of my classmates, the opportunity to learn Hong Kong Sign Language
and be involved with work at the Centre. This experience has been invaluable to
me and is one of the highlights of my experience in Hong Kong.

In contrast with universities in the United States, students at CUHK are expected
to be proficient in both English and Chinese, and thus professors can integrate data
from both of these languages into their lectures. In this way, students can receive
exposure to large amounts of linguistic research from two starkly contrasting
languages. For me, this is a great benefit of studying here as I believe it gives
students the opportunity to develop their linguistic understanding of two languages
with which they are already deeply familiar with academically...

To those considering studying linguistics at CUHK, my advice is that you come
open minded and ready to learn to look at language in a new way. Studying
lingustics can be the first step down any number of career paths; language, after
all, plays a central role in society, and understanding how language works gives
one an advantage in many arenas. For those from abroad considering studying
at CUHK as international students, know that, while such drastic transitions are
never without their setbacks, you will be taken care of by the concerned and caring
linguistics department faculty. Also, be prepared to learn not only about languages,
but about a new culture as well as doing so will make your experience here all the
more rewarding.

As a student of linguistics at CUHK, my experiences here have been both inspiring
and motivating. I continue to learn from my professors how important it is to be
passionate about all you do, and this is a passion I will take forward with me for
the rest of my life.”

Thierfelder David Philip (A Graduate of Year 2011)
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