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Happy Easter

(April 22 - 25, 2011)

Language Matters is the official Newsletter of CLC, which serves as
e astudent corner for Chinese learners to share their experience and concerns

e aplatform for teachers at CLC and other similar institutions to share views
e aresearch corner to share notes on language and culture Editor/ 4
e abulletin board to publicize CLC activities and related news in our field Dr. Weiping WU
- A1)
Learning / FEHMH _ _ _ _ Associate Editor/B]E4%
For CLC students and alumni to share their learning experience. Ms. CHEN Fan
Teaching / Ui Editorial Board/4g &
For Chinese teachers to exchange views. Mr. LIU Jian
. . Ms. SHEN Minyu
Research / &5 5XHHIR Ms. XIE Chun Ling
For discussions on language and culture. Ms. MAK Suet Chi, Ellen
Activities & News 7/ ZE&E5EFEERE Production/#l &
CLC activities and news in teaching CFL. Ms. Doris WONG

From the Editor

Language Matters(LM) is published regularly 3 times a year. Submissions for publication are welcome from all
CLC teachers, students and alumni, as well as those who are involved with either teaching or learning Chinese
(including Putonghua and Cantonese). Please send to:

Editor, Language Matters

Chinese Language Centre

Fong Shu Chuen Building

The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shatin, N.T., Hong Kong

Notes for submission:
1. Language : Either in English or in Chinese.

2. Length : Between 300 to 500 words, no longer than 800 words in any case.
3. Focus : Should be related to either learning or teaching Chinese, including cultural aspects of language
learning.

LM is distributed to about 500 to 800 programmes and individuals in the field of teaching Chinese as a Second
or Foreign Language, both local and international, in either electronic or printed form.

Address : Yale-China Chinese Language Centre
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Fong Shu Chuen Building
Shatin, New Territories, Hong Kong, SAR

Tel. : (852) 2609 6727
Fax : (852) 2603 5004
Email . clc@cuhk.edu.hk

Web site : http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc

What is expressed by individual contributors only represents the writer's perspective, please note source if quoted from Language Matters.
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Hai Yuhtnaahm, Jinggwok ge dihnying héu sauhfinyihng.
Gogo Yuhtnaahmyahn dou tdigwo géisahp ch&ut. Chuhng
saimanjai dou jéungjé dou jungyi tai Janggwok sihjongpin,
juhng tai Junggwok gujongpin ttm. Muihyaht, hai Yuhtnaahm
dihnsihtoih dou yauh yat 1éuhng chéut Jinggwok hei.

Dimgéai Yuhtnaahmyahn hoéu jiingyi tai Jinggwok hei ng?
Yihga, saigaaiseuhng ge dihnying gam do, dimgaai ngéhdeih
juhng gaan Jinggwok hei ng?

Deui ng6h laih gong, hou gadandaan j&, yanwaih Janggwok
hei héu sikhahp Yuhtnaahmyahn ge samléih, tthngmaaih hei
yahpbihn gaau yahn jouhyahn ge douhléih. D1 yinyuhn yihkdou
héu chiingmihng, yingeih hou saileih, soyih taihei ge yahn dou
yuhngyih mihngbaahk g6 cheut hei ge noihyuhng.

Cheéuihjo seuhngbihn ge yuhnyan ji'ngoih, juhng yanwaih
Jinggwok hei yauh héudo jung, yauh lihksihei, giingfiipin
tuhng jeuihngonpin, ngoéhdeih jeui jingyi. Hei yahpbihn yauh
leng ge yinyuhn yihk héu, moéuh yihk héu, jeui juhngyiu haih
mihngsig hoéu sik jouhhei, biuyindéu hei jing yahnmat ge
gamchihng. Yéung tuhng yingeih, Jinggwok yinyuhn dou yauh,
soyih, hoéudo Junggwok ge mihngsing hai Yuhtnaahm héu
chéutméng.

Mouhleuhn  saigaaiseuhng  dihnying yauh  géido,
Yuhtnaahmyahn juhng haih jingyi tai Junggwok hei dogwo tai
keihta gwokga ge. Yanwaih, yauhdt hei tfuhhahp Yuhtnaahm
ge mahnfa tuhng jaahpgwaan, yauhdi deui hauhsaangjainéui ge
yinghéung thoéu. Peiyuhwah, yat taij6 Hohn'gwok hei,
Yuhtnaahm ge chingnihnyahn jeuk ge saam, jin ge tauhfaat jauh
tuhng Hohn'gwok ge mihngsing yatyeuhng gam keihgwaai.
Daahnhaih, mouhleuhn tai g€éido cheut Jinggwok hei,
Yuhtnaahmyahn juhnghaih Yuhtnaahmyahn. Ngoéhdeih séung
hohkjaahp san ge yéh, daahnhaih ngéhdeih ji gaan hou ge yéh.
Godi yéh yinggoi sikhahp Yuhtnaahm ge mahnfa tuhng
chyuhnting. Goéng jan ge, Jinggwok dihnying héu doyeuhng,
dim tai dou tai thsaai. Tai nidi hei tji haih héungsauh, juhng
taidoéu jan, sihn, méih, tuhng yahn, yih, laih, ji, seun nidi
méihdak, deui Junggwokyahn tuhng Yuhtnaahmyahn
yatyeuhng gam ganyiu ge, houchih TinjyGgaau ge douhléih
gam.

Yihga, ngohdeih dou paakjé houdd hou houtdi ge hei,
soyih yauh houdo yahn faanjyuntauh tai bingwok ge dihnying.
Daahnhaih deui Yuhtnaahmyahn laih gong, Jinggwok dihnying
juhng haih daihyat séung tai ge ngoihgwok hei.
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Teaching Comparison Between Putonghua and Cantonese
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Research

Succession and Development of the use of Online Platform in Advanced Level Chinese Reading Classes
TCLT 6, June 2010, Ohio State University
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(0
Z=JK g+ Dr. Cedric Siu Lun Lee
Cantonese Programme Division
(" FiEH)
1. Materials Development Project — Reading materials for teaching. Materials developers can also
Materials Database use the database to analyze frequency of certain
Learners in Chinese reading classes always find vocabulary items. The database is also useful for
encouragement and satisfaction in the early stage of academic research purposes, such as word frequency
their learning®. From novice level to intermediate analysis, corpus linguistics, and dictionary research.
level, learners’ progress is significant. However
frustration may start in advanced level because of 2. Merging online platform with classroom teaching
the diminishing marginal return phenomenon in E-learning and CALL are some major issues in Teaching
learning Chinese characters and scripts. (Hsueh Chinese as a Foreign Language (TCFL) in recent years.
2005, Lau 2009, Mark & Lu 2005). The “common The empirical experience of using e-learning platforms
sense” to all teachers teaching Chinese reading and merging classroom learning and online materials in
classes is to give more readings. By observation the Advanced level Chinese reading classes (course code:
increase in the quantity of reading does not CAN4633 Newspaper Reading ) is discussed in this
automatically relate to learners’ learning outcome. paper. The materials presented are piloted in language
Other factors like authenticity of the reading and classrooms in the past two years.
systemic design of the tasks are affecting the
learning outcomes 2 of the learners. A needs Moodle is the course management platform use to deliver
analysis has been done and the data confirm that the online materials. The online materials delivered
students are looking for authentic or adopted during the course included:
materials with systematic task-design for them to l. Textbook: named Newspaper Primer, also available
improve their reading skills and the materials are in printed form
expected to be used in class or in a self-access II.  Additional teaching materials: Additional Newspaper
mode. As a result, teachers teaching Chinese Articles
learners’ in advanced reading classes should try to Il Authentic tasks: including pre-task reading, the
use authentic materials to teach Chinese reading tasks/classroom activities and post-task®
and it is useful to collect the authentic materials IV.  Assessment: Exams
used, categorize them and put them into a database.
Teachers can use it as a database for searching
! Please see Appendix for an overview of the different levels of Reading classes in Cantonese Program Division, Chinese Language
Centre, the Chinese University of Hong Kong.
? Linguistic theories about language and contexts, as well as pedagogical issues concerning real life contexts and language teaching
developed when Sapir and Whorf (Sapir 1921, Sapir 1929) made a hypothesis about the relationship between language and culture.
Hymes (1972) explicitly states that the rules of grammar are useless without rules of language use. He emphasized the importance of
socio-cultural knowledge and sociolinguistic competence when learning a foreign language. In order to understand language acquisition,
not only grammatical competence but also the ability to use language appropriately was required.
3 Reading exercises are not merely reading comprehension exercises but link to authentic tasks. This project shows a merge of authentic
materials and authentic tasks as well as a merge of online platform and classroom teaching. After finishing the tasks, a post-task
feedback will be given from teachers and peers via a Q/A session or error-correction exercises so that teachers and the learners
themselves can evaluate the learning outcome. Because of limited space in this newsletter, for details of tasks design and operation
please kindly refer to the full conference paper.
\./
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3. Conclusion

. . . . .
Screenshot of students’ view of the online materials structure of CAN4633 delivered in moodle.
—————
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SERL & S - ®I100% -

The project not only demonstrates a new era in materials preparation, but also shows the importance of online/e-
materials in classroom teaching. Teaching materials can take a digital form and being transmitted online which then
merge with classroom activities and form a blended teaching mode. The next research will be experimental studies of
the effectiveness of this blended mode of teaching in Advanced Reading Classes.
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5. Appendix:

IReading Classes (Chinese script classes)

Novice, 200 characters

Chinese reading |
Chinese reading Il
Chinese reading lll
Read Chinese

Newspaper Reading |
Newspaper Reading Il

Intermediate |, 200 characters
Intermediate Il, 200 characters
Advanced |, authentic materials
Advanced I, authentic materials
Superior, authentic materials
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Activities & News
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Personalia — New Staff
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Regular Summer Term 2011

' 11 weeks full-time Putonghua (Mandarin) and Cantonese programmes.
)

)‘ Date: June 1to August 12. Orientation: May 30 (Monday)

Pﬂzc‘ac'&ye ©: 10-50% DISCOUNT on optional 5-day Beijing Tour held during August 25-29. Sightseeing

spots include the Great Walls, Tiananmen Square, Forbidden City, Temple of Heaven, Summer Palace and 2008
Beijing Olympic Sites etc.

Qﬁ pfzwcfeqe @ FREE limited version CLC premiums.

W >  Chinese calligraphy T-shirt
B > 3-in-1 LED torch, laser pointer and key holder

ch’az&qe ©: rree Hong Kong cultural tours to NEW STUDENTS.

82 5 weeks intensive Cantonese and 83 3 weeks intensive Putonghua programme in
Putonghua programme in July August
Lesson Date: June 29 — August 1. Lesson Date: August 3 — August 24. Orientation: 2 August.
Orientation: June 28. Optional Beijing tour: August 25-29.
- 3 levels ranging from beginners to - 5 levels ranging from beginners to advanced learners.
advanced learners (Only beginner level for Lecture in CUHK Shatin campus.
CAN). Lecture in CUHK Shatin campus. - Small group language activities in Hong Kong, Macau
- Weekend Hong Kong sightseeing activities. and Shenzhen, China.
- International learning environment. - International learning environment.

- Exclusive seminars featuring the interaction between
Hong Kong and Japanese culture.

More information at: www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc/summer.htm

Part-time evening/ weekend programmes July intake

For non-native Chinese speakers and native Chinese speakers Putonghua, Cantonese and Chinese Reading courses.

Course date: late-July to Late September (applicable to most courses)
Lesson in Tsim Sha Tsui (some courses for local students at CUHK Shatin campus)

Orientation: July 20 evening

More information at: www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc/e _ssp.htm
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