An official newsletter of New Asia--Yale-in-China Chinese Language Center
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Issue no.19 @ Summer 2007

* E!_ Contents [l

Message From the Editor ﬁé{ﬁéﬁz

Learning 84 [RlPYy

ENEiES f‘“&ﬁPF‘i%i»F B e 3
gL — b e R 1)) uar#?i[ ........................................................... 4
=1 [ — B B 5
S = TR 6-7
T 28— AR B oo 7

Teaching 75>

e ReL IR, IR — RIS 8-9
Wi iﬂﬂ”iﬁi@ ............................................................................. 10
EX ek RIS e %%ﬁi@?ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁf@@t‘r ................................... 10-11

Research FF =¥ ["FI@"
% J“% Practical Applications in Language and Computers
(PALC 2007). ..t 12

Activities & News ETREEE 5 KL

rL‘i,fl —igl“i% F”?F'Fu .......................................................................... 3
i@’r_i AP - ORI 14
¥ Prad 21— CAORC Orientation & Seminars........oooooeeeeeeeeceeveveeeeen, 15
FOAIEE = S 16

Online reading
http://www.language-matters.net




Dragon Boat (Tuen Ng) Festival

&36/=lsa

Us-&n

Language Matters is the official Nlewsletter of CLC, which serves as

a student corner for Chinese learners to share their experience and concerns

e aplatform for teachers at CLC and other similar institutions to share views Editor/= ;ﬂ
e aresearch corner to share notes on language and culture Dr. Weiping Wu
e abulletin board to publicize CLC activities and related news in our field
Associate Edltorlﬁj_ 5l
Learning / 254 [l Ms. Chen Fan
F L I i h heir | i i . o
or CLC students and alumni to share their learning experience Editorial Board/,—‘,’frfi =
Teaching / iy Mr. Chang Kwun Hung
eaching ?&FIFJ - Ms. Hon Tung Yue
For Chinese teachers to exchange views. Ms. Mak Suet Chi. Ellen
=y Ms. Xie Chun Ling
Research / &5 ¥ [

Activities & News / FIfiz= fﬁ Bl

CLC activities and news in teac

For discussions on language and culture. Production/g] {&

Ms. Doris Wong

ng CFL- %@ %@ \g
© O % ) % 5

From the Editor

Language Matters(LM) is published regularly 3 times a year. Submissions for publication are welcome from all
CLC teachers, students and alumni, as well as those who are involved with either teaching or learning Chinese
(including Putonghua and Cantonese). Please send to:

Editor, Language Matters

Chinese Language Center

Fong Shu Chuen Building

The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shatin, N.T., Hong Kong

Notes for submission:
1. Language : Either in English or in Chinese.

2. Length : Between 300 to 500 words, no longer than 800 words in any case.
3. Focus : Should be related to either learning or teaching Chinese, including cultural aspects of language
learning.

LM is distributed to about 500 to 800 programs and individuals in the field of teaching Chinese as a Second or
Foreign Language, both local and international, in either electronic or printed form.

Address: New Asia--Yale-in-China Chinese Language Center,

The Chinese University of Hong Kong,
Fong Shu Chuen Building,
Shatin, New Territories, Hong Kong, SAR

Tel.: (852) 2609 6727
Fax.: (852) 2603 5004
Email: clc@cuhk.edu.hk

Web site: http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc

What is expressed by individual contributors only represents the writer's perspective
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My study life in Hong Kong
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Kowloon Tong : A tourist’ s perspective

IPNE RS Bl’TiEFﬂ:ﬁ*?iFEf ol 2 e S5 G 747

KIS S v S S
)L‘EJEJ—‘E NI J“EJEQF&?[ [[Zﬁ&'?ﬁﬁl[ﬁl . PEREE e
57 Il_gt[—"’ﬁo L:jl[*lf*’j“fj i EJEIE Im4%°| , F’?[; EJH{I s PJr,Ig‘lJF\%'}fy)‘[—l

EHIIEEI PRI S 2B ARIRI 5 A 2T l[***’ﬁj o WA
y P?J
fI

R R S S AR T
EJ@ , \/’ﬁﬂﬂj =R Eﬂ I}:%EF‘ i

[ [T s ’EIij T

%Wﬁf# R PR I%Pﬁﬁh ﬁ Bl IL i ET A IR

2 i gpe— LHII;JUE:#%PF E HEII ’j :%@W+ T
2 epH 53,

El SHARAERHI G WY I 3 WS
ﬁﬁjl_ﬂhﬁ’?ﬂﬁﬁwﬂlﬂw Mtru = e ¥ AR R
gﬁﬁrw T aé%ib?‘ﬁ”ﬂ/r el

et L e L M i

|
RE 7, ZS MR A R ERE S :Elﬁ i uﬂéﬁa@{;ﬁfu ST rr EL
I~ Al o e pL e - l[“Pn, F‘”“Jﬂ M 2
AP [ FEIEUF“QIHE MTJJ ’JW‘@ SpHEED o F R
P ?ﬂﬁﬂrﬁﬁﬁg Pl Bk, fTEEY ‘4??% EEA.

M o L pml',’wpﬁ;gm,lpéﬂuo B % 4 [Re — By
It T jEF' G R R LAY S A o P AT (558
'H'EHF - ¢+E%%'Fﬂ%bﬁr<r EFIRE B PR IHEE A,
IRE i Pf’ﬁ*,ﬁ el R e T (R N
o & FEBIR i 2.

S R R ) R g, 8 e
AL S B
@éﬁ“ﬁ*ﬁ%ﬁﬁim P:.;%mw JoHE - AR
2 a@g PRI - i g g
R ST R - T e =
Julpﬂmﬁj Joi > [;ep*ﬂ\ﬂﬂtj E‘ I/ G ks B R R
15 50 A fﬂwtm s Bmg,;ﬁi—g,pm@rlm“

A T waJF} PIRRRIAR S, N
5 I RS . WF/\'E'%LF%EF%”’EEJJ‘:
JW*%&EE %ilﬁlf*ﬂ iﬁ&lﬂfJﬂH’fJ*&&%: "IEF o e
,, | Y] ﬁﬁ@pﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁg A A e A S

I I [ A0 - DS

Fii gmmrﬁls I %4 kﬁ%wﬁﬁ DI T 0
o T R ey (R T
*pﬂﬁx A Vﬁ eileols agpuw F'Eﬂ"H'EJ ﬁé“F'EJ
SR, H IR - ) E o S R N

L

MR - D P0G iy 2 BRI
- fwﬂ L CA it e iy L JDF B, PRAUREST i -
FRE 88 - s ﬁprﬁ R UlLahe Juiahip * 5
J FII'IL' E Eﬁ%‘ IE'I]TJ@? I& 'tﬁ{l]n],’ JE?‘!E‘E ’ I [I" IE@'jPT
Ew

4 e WE e AV IR 54

RSF SRR RE A g Fu 870 Ul AES Witk
Qoht od g el A g 4 g EASF okt
ey, ol ol el olt Az F AR Bk
AT waAN, FAgoRE TEE(EA A1 bt
A, ASHE TEEH TEEeel ERoth A, o
J T AT 7 Aduh 2] e AEe AU o]
oEIE oplspel we 1 wEs 9

A3 g A gk a7

el o A 1 % @ el @Aetel ashea Ak v
FE B,
FEEE U 8 g A A,

et WA e 17 ¥
: & dgste 7
2 47 9,

TEES AR 9E, RRE 5% O ddE s
A&A 7127F wxpske] wEo] wj$- Hastol, % o A7
A2 2] Gwl xMxl erole REEA] 859 91X]= A ot

Urke ARl FEEA ool 2 QL RAEolth Bl
el At AES WE 8 £ W Ae) Ahaeld. 4
SH otk Bx FAT} okl A Ash) e
adA i YWCA o] s Bolgdrt fifkke7t H
AL 55 Fol7] A%t

B F4obol lahwl THEE ALY 9 2A) BT
@k TEEES A ot sgsel add o Aubt

ofth 59| kA & of3 < b WEEOIAT, A FEOR
a3 oL Aol % Holqgt 3 Y Age su3el
Yotk oprisl FEe Mggom wad 37} o,

—rH°1] 1= 7433 Zroln 7] dE5Th AMEE Ha A% Ao, o
FAZFE vMugs o vigE F Fshe ey, o]yl Al
A5 =gk zE"ﬂTﬂ' 4 9J\ lﬂr

X—i}ﬁ(Festival V\]alk):‘é1 11]91 0}5’— D}E ”‘Wﬂ 0101 574
TFufell i = FAd] Bt 2AEHA o w g E
gAY, T3 T AFECAA oA s kE AZEA ok

W T 471240 B Rl dolth 3 Rae 1ES B
S o] SRt ERAE FEElE @ X gk iR
B 7R S E A2 Bl

AF7AA L] WE2 o= 53} FEIIALE & 5 ﬂt 25
= Stk ey e EJ] 8 7Hk OME} R
dEol A gl 1 % 6}47} w2 EfEE S5l e
fFolth AH da BWl FES V1A S Z*‘Oi a4 %A

sdo] %) Folth. ool &
Sdo] we AWA? oln

3] WFX = oldd 9 o]EHA
gdEe e A 59,
@ Wk ohe}, AYE 4
Hom, oAy
[ REhY Qo w
£ we Aol fastel ol
S AARe Ao B 524
g 0% A 3 G
714

wgstel obs Age W
EREERS
AFEE TEE
a9 A7 wl
27 2o olal
ofxjsh BAE
Avisle AR,

Zoly], o]® B %

A poos

o 7 ob
N [

ft

&\j

FO

~10i

dow qd wdsse
o] FEIANA N FAIA = et
2011\101\:], XLOi H:l
WAgE AFEel BAE % it FEEL whTFY & 5
Utk AAdE et HE gt s vFEste], 2Fstus 40 Z
olelm, 20 o] o] £ Aol AT, 1 F FAFAT} W o] 3L

O_u o

AA @y, oldl wAstase] st st sl WA
s},
AAY TEES AWA TP HgI 0F B ohe

qi o O»JOi g He otk Bl

To A= olfl F Sold g5l

TX}iCﬂl =0l 7}3—*38 71«1 171 HJHOIE} R NIESS
SAE da degs gon ol M BelEslkA st
TEES S BFAE AT BWE BolB s Fojr),

. #i55LE! Cho, Eun Soung (CAN4515)

i Nationality: Korea
(Cantonese Program Division ’?’4

“f‘vl”)




FIB

My Trip to China
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Traveling in China: Some Impressions

Perhaps I’'m an odd tourist. I don’t really like visiting
famous places or museums. I don’t particularly enjoy hiking,
swimming, or camping. [ definitely don’t like staying in
hotels, riding busses, or airplane flights. I love to talk to new
people, but I’'m more than a bit shy, so I rarely strike up
conversations with strangers. Considering all this, it’s safe to
say I don’t like to travel, right? Guess again. It’s one of my
favorite activities, but the things I like about it are hardly any
different than what I enjoy about my daily life: eating,
walking around, chatting with friends, or if there’s no friend
to be found, sitting in a coffee shop reading a good book with
a good cup of coffee nearby. Comparing my travel life-style
with my day-to-day lifestyle, there’s just one important
difference: when I travel, I don’t have to work.

6 Froed REAEYHER FL4 Y

When traveling, I like to reflect on the differences
between places. In a recent trip to China, I found that a
few things seemed to keep coming up again and again
during my travels. I suppose each of them can be
linked to like ‘phrases’ I heard again and again. Below,
I’d like to share and explain a bit these ‘phrases’ and
their significance.

& Eric Pelzl
i Nationality: USA
i (Putonghua Program Division ¥ Fi 1Ej
i Study period: May - August 2005( fl'H4615)




“Eat more!”

We’re eating dinner. This meal is fairly simple: a few plates
of common homemade dishes. It’s simple, but delicious. I don’t
claim to use chopsticks very well. In spite of my best efforts, I
find that a significant portion of my food doesn’t make it to my
mouth. I eat much slower than my hosts. Watching me, they eat
a few bites and repeatedly ask, “How is it?” 1 eat a bite, drop a
bit, and repeatedly reply, “Tastes great!” “Very good!”
“Delicious!” My hosts, smiling, say, “Well then, eat more!”
Then, with flawless chopstick skills, proceed to pile more food
onto my plate.

If you’ve ever been to China and eaten with Chinese, the
scene described above is probably quite familiar. Some people
say that China’s is a “food culture.” Most Chinese have very
strong opinions about what makes good food. Most times when
you meet with Chinese friends you’re going to spend some time
eating. If you meet a Chinese friend but don’t eat together, it’s
quite likely that friend will later apologize for not inviting you to
eat. In Chinese culture, eating together is a way to express
friendship and hospitality.

So what? So I love to go to China and visit friends!

“How cute!”

In the past I found that many people in China, particularly
young women, love to use one simple phrase to describe
countless numbers of things. What phrase? “How cute!”
There’s a cat sleeping under a tree. “How cute!” There’s a
naughty child pouting. “How cute!” There’s a pen. “How cute!”
On my most recent trip to China I found that almost everything in
China has been made cute. Little kids wear Hello Kitty shirts,
their notebooks covered with cute animals. On the TV you see
S.H.E., representatives of the overly cute superstars that flood
screens throughout Asia. Even the official mascots for the 2008

g4 F
Leagrning

Olympics are “adorable-ized” pandas (as if pandas weren’t cute
enough already!). It’s my personal feeling that China is
becoming too cute. You’ve heard of globalization, 1 believe
China is also going through “adorable-ization.” So I’m sending
out a plea to the youth of China: Please don’t let China lose real
artistry simply for the sake of selling things! Don’t let your
society become too cute!

“Bzzzz777"

Do you hear it? In the dark of night, you’re deep asleep in
the midst of beautiful dream. Suddenly a sound reaches your
ears, smashes your dream, and gives you chills from head to toe:
“Bzzzzzzz.” Mosquitoes! Is there any thing more abominable
in the world? On this last trip to China I was bitten by
uncountable numbers of mosquitoes. They woke me up in the
dead of night. Innumerable mosquitoes died at my hands,
flattened by my shoes, cursed by my mouth. Although I found
some places in China where I had no friends, there was no place
that had no mosquitoes. Of course, mosquitoes are not a
special Chinese phenomenon. America has plenty of them. But
it seems to me that Chinese mosquitoes are more intelligent than
their American counterparts. Is it because the large numbers of
Chinese people create conditions where only the most intelligent
mosquitoes survive? I don’t know. But Chinese mosquitoes are
definitely extremely adept.

“Bzzzzzzz.” “How cute!” “Eat more!” To me these three
‘phrases’ seem to capture a significant part of my experience
traveling in China. All things figured: I hate mosquitoes; I don’t
like the “adorable-ization” of China. However, 1 adore eating
Chinese food. When you add in how much I enjoy spending
time chatting and relaxing with Chinese friends, I’'m quite happy
to put up with mosquitoes and cuteness. I will definitely com
back to China again. 3'2/

> s

ZAN

EINE TS

90 T FORLENSE Q. 3T ] o 2

My trip to Guilin zrjéfzrrfs EEAT T ESARAO Y

E’lf\ﬁ;wil[ahw IR U P«sgxgz}tfi

FIR- & ﬂﬂﬁ'ﬂ”ﬁ@’?‘w* W BRI Y, 6

45 TN - - SRR R T By

EBD o o By e l'”jl'F'EJ* i%’l?ﬂPEHEI - EBIIET. B
IR 0 = BT B R AR f““llTU EESil

AL FHiRIA (]S E‘JFI dEAA NS e 2 = 2 TP f: F‘@E4 q\H[j ELEURLES AU 10 ST

ISy (R b B i ST F‘%F'ﬁﬂ'é@ T IS RS . s W

2 > HRLEE AR ,[,pnr,_g b E) Bﬁ,ﬁﬁs - n+l§w‘4‘jpn¥i g{ﬂ? i ,yaﬂmﬁm o |I E[E[‘zﬁﬂ

ﬂwfﬂlf’%?’
FAFFT, HFLA S %\HFP
o Sepl R Haﬁzi . Hﬁ*ﬂii& {NEERe

PR s

Ve bl
L B B
[ A oG2S PR

Iﬁ'i_jﬂ LF“L_ “;‘E’J* SR G S S
YA (SRR, &j;?ripj i SN
Bio B B S AL fr 5 i

&Eﬁ [F'WE'FEFWF o SREAHE F'AJW ’ Em = TR R A ST B AL
FJ U CHIgE = ﬁ”' o BT R WD o E
ER E[f [EESEIES Nk “F"xfplﬁ%iﬁﬁﬁiﬁi ........................................
i 5@5"& 15 v VEET AT iS4 N HEE Y R et . .
j:“@ Tg}@%’iﬁ ;H T EIF%YJﬁ_I %E]EJ rrr[ 17 lji_ ”H i T3F X7 Ishizuka, Hisako (PTH3215A)
o B - [n £ ARl K gy i Nationality: Japam
) GENILN e Putonghua P Di
iFh , iy”aljafj_”__._l\]]é_‘ 3 ( utonghua Program Division FIIEJFF )
»Tf{ FS I P RL S S TS [0 PIFIES b S
1 L H "F% 'V 12E ﬁnrﬁﬂﬁﬂjﬂj EEIJEI ﬂlpﬁﬁ — Hﬁ"

%wﬁw Hmw?, i it

PHET > E VR PizflfjﬁJp*,

Language Matters Summer 2007 7




FEF ] 3

Tedching
‘E‘ -g‘ gf]' th "Leg" and "Foot', a Comparison between Putonghua and Cantonese
[ ~“# ] Ms. Chen Fan IR HEH ] Mr. Chang Kwun Hung 1 F 8] Ms. Wan Ka Man
University Prog‘ram Division Cantonese Program Division Cantonese Program Division
(e (BT (B )
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(squat) 15 ¥ (stamp one's foot)

(slip and fall) (kick, tread, stamp)

(twist with force)

(stumble)
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(sit cross-legged)
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(stand on tiptoe)
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dou méuh ngéh gam gou.
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(ankle)
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Teaching
picha
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(do the splits)
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(ride a tricycle)
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(knee)
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Research

?,‘j“%ﬂﬁﬂ Dr. Lee Siu Lun, Cedric
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i oA
Cantonese Program Division Head

Practical Applications in Language and Computers
(PALC 2007), Poland, Lodz, 20-22 April 2007

Reading Materials Database (RMD) for Chinese

Abstract

Many teachers teaching Chinese learners’ in
advanced reading class, used newspaper articles and
other authentic materials to teach Chinese reading. It is
useful to collect the authentic articles used, categorize
them and put them into a database. Learners can use
the systematically organized database as a self-access
database and search for topics that they need to read for
specific reading and presentation projects. Teachers
can use it as a database for searching materials for
teaching. Materials developers can also use the
database to analyze frequency of certain vocabulary
items and to plan their teaching materials projects.

Reading Materials Database

Teachers use newspaper articles and other
authentic materials to teach Advanced Chinese reading.
The authentic articles used can be categorized and put
into a database. Learners can use the systematically
organized database for self-access learning and search
for topics when they search sector specific reading and
presentation projects. Teachers, on the other hand, can
use it as a database for searching materials for teaching.
Furthermore materials developers can use the database
to analyze frequency of certain vocabulary items. The
database is also useful for academic research purposes,
such as word frequency analysis, corpus linguistics, and
dictionary research.

This project started from 1997, authentic Chinese
written materials were collected and were organized into
a database for teaching and research purposes. The
authentic materials used by teachers were categorized
into various categories. Over 1,000 newspaper articles
were collected. The database itself and the end
products will be helpful in the field of teaching Chinese
as a foreign language. The database is useful for
teaching materials preparation purposes (preparing
teaching materials in Chinese reading classes,
discussion classes) and for academic research
purposes, such as word frequency analysis, corpus
linguistics, and dictionary research.

It is a long-term project. One major objective is to
collect the newspaper articles already used by teachers
and categorize them into categories like, Hong Kong
news, international news, crime, politics, economy,
leisure, etc and according to students’ level. Another
major objective is to develop post-reading
exercise/activities for teachers to use in-class and for
students to use for self-learning purposes. The
following example is a “special project” designed for
Advanced learners.

k - AN vy A

Special Project for students
. Instructions :
1. Read selected materials
2. Search for useful information
3. Answer questions
4. Hold a presentation on a specific topic

Il. Materials :

22/12/05 [0 195

POL [l - Gfiagag -t I |

Po2 [# ¥\ f: F T VE Py Porios [pie

19/12/05 [PF/

P03 W& EE Ronny Tong

P04 [l 19/12/05 {4

I

Po5 [(TEMREIRE 1 21 L fi- g = fpenaios [F

i

P06 VAL IFUES ¢ $1h 4+ 5 22/12/05 | il
Rl :

PO7 [~ BN farteos [N A%

lll.Tasks :

1. Please summarize the main points in Cantonese
and deliver a presentation in a formal meeting held
in your office. The following questions can help you
planning your presentation.

« What are the major amendments in 19 Dec,
20057

- What are the views pro & against the amended
policy reform?

- What are HKSAR government’'s comments after
the legco meeting?

« What are the China Central government’s views?
What are the opinions of HKSAR’s general
public?

2. Please translate the part on Ms. Anson Chan’s
action.

Advantage of developing and using RMD

1. teachers can select appropriate materials as additional
materials for learners

2.building up an self-access learning database.
Learners can assess for improving their reading skills

3. building up a corpus for research. By using corpus
linguistics techniques, e.g. concordance, find out the
frequencies of characters and phrases which will be
helpful in preparing textbooks and curriculum
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Dlscourse and Corpus Approaches
to Chinese Language Teaching:The CALPER Project and
Beyond”,
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June 20, 2007
Presenter — Prof. Hugh Baker
Centre for East Asian Studies

CUHK

June 27, 2007
Presenter —Anthony Hutchinson
US Consulate in HK

CAORC Orientation

o SRR
Activities & Hews

Putonghua Training in Hong Kong for
Scholarship Students from the US

Supported by the U.S. State Department, the Council of
American Overseas Research Centers (CAORC) in
Washington DC generously offered scholarship to enhance
the learning of critical languages. Scholarship recipients
will be learning Chinese Language in Hong Kong, with a
total period of eight weeks. The Council received more than
600 applications. 20 American students and 6 Chinese
Language teachers were awarded the scholarship. The
Hong Kong American Center (HKAC) serves as the host in
Hong Kong, offering all kinds of carefully planned
activities and support, while CLC offers tailor-made
courses to the students. The students were selected after a
national call for application. Most of them have high
proficiency. Many of them came to HK for very first time
and were excited to witness the 10™ anniversary of the
HKSAR establishment on their first visit to HK. Apart from
the 7 weeks of classroom teaching, students will be sent to
Tsinghua University in August for PRINCH (Pragmatic
Internship in China), a one week Putonghua program
offered by CLC to intermediate and advanced Putonghua
learners. Besides, students enthusiastically joined some
CLC activities like outing and China Cultural tour to
exchange language and culture with other CLC students.

CAORC ﬁﬁ‘:j‘ij# : www.clscholarship.org/home.php
W fl1-(HKAC) : www.cuhk.edu.hk/hkac/

July 4, 2007
Presenter — Dr. Wu Weiping
Chinese Language Cener
CUHK

Language Matters Summer 2007 15



, he PR
ﬁv&;ﬁ]? :E

N

Activities & News —k@li l_ ~JFE

School Outing - July 7 2007 (777) Lantau Island
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