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The Meaﬁing of Chao Meng-fu’s Sheep and Goat
in the Freer Gallery

(A Summary)

The present article, originally entitled “The Freer Sheep and Goat and Chao Meng-fu’s Horse
Paintings,” first appeared in English in the journal Artibus Asiae published in Ascona, Switzerland,
in 1968. Now, the entire article has been translated into Chinese by Miss Tsang Ka-bo of the
University of Hong Kong. In reading over the Chinese translation, the author has made a number
of minor revisions. However, the basic ideas have all been retained.

Basically, this article is an iconographical study of Chao Meng-fu’s painting, taking into
consideration its style, its inscription, its colophons, its collectors’ seals, and the historical circum-
stances under which the painting was executed. By tracing these features of the painting, the
author attempts to reconstruct the ideas and reasons which go into the conception and execution
of the picture. By this reconstruction, it is established that the sheep and goat, simple though they
appear in this painting, are the vehicles by which Chao Meng-fu symbolizes the contrast between
Su Wu and Li Ling during the Early Han Dynasty in connection with the lem of loyalty and
patriotism. This concept, typical of the Confusian tradition, plays aportant role in the early
development of literati painting.

Readers who are interested:.
Artibus Asige, XXX (1968) or in the monogr:

aph of the same English title issued by that journal.




