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Ts’ao Hstieh-ch'in’s Literary Relationships
with Tun Min and Tun Ch’eng

(A Summary)

Yii Ying-shih

eng — a fact which clearly indicates that the
two Tun brothers must have been the closest friends of Ts’ao Hsiich-ch’in during the
latter’s lifetime. =~

In the first half of this article, altogether ten examples, of varying degrees of
evidential value, are drawn respectively from the Red Chamber Dream and works of the
Tun brothers to illustrate their mutual influences in literary compositions. For instance,
the allusion to “plantain leaves™ as ‘“‘green waxen” % i . which figures so prominently
in both the text and commentary in chapter 18 of the novel, happens to be also a
favorite poetic expression of the two Tuns.

The second half of the study deals with the thorny problem of the so-called
“Chih-yen Chai Commentaries”. As a corollary of the autobiographical theory, the two
commentators bearing the names of Chih-yen Chai and Ch’i-hu Sou respectively have
been variously identified as a member (or, rather, me bers) Ts'ao Hsiieh-ch’in’s
immediate family. Moreover, a11 the commentanes Sig signed, have been accepted
uncritically as “Chlh . Comm 1 fac ere is not a single shred of
evidence which can ish “the true 1dentity of either Chih- -yen Chai or Ch’i-hu Sou.
It is completely wit ground to assume that all the unsigned commentaries can be
so accepted. = k

Through a careful examination of the commentaries, the author is convinced that
some of the remarks could not possibly have come from a member of the Ts’ao family.
For example, it was too much a deviation from the established behavior pattern in
traditional China for a family member to praise another in terms of “family background”

r “family education”. But this is precisely what some of the unsigned commentaries
say about the novelist. Further probing into the writings of the two Tun brothers
reveals that these two close friends of Ts’ao Hsueh-ch’in must have contributed to the
growth of the corpus of commentaries in the course of decades, which, unfortunately,
has been treated indiscriminately by modern Redologists as *“Chih-yen Chai Commentaries”.
The article concludes with a discussion of the exclusive literary circle within which the
manuscript of the Red Chamber Dream originally circulatedy a




