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On the Change in Academic Trend during
the Late Ming and Early Qing Viewed
through the Chucr Pingzhu

(A Summary)

Nicholas L. Chan

In the Ming and Qing dynasties, works on the Chuci are abundant. The Chuci pingzhu, co-
authored by Wang Meng and his nephew Wang Yuan, is seldom noticed by modern scholars,
who might even mix up the two authors in occasional discussions. This article aims to point
out the characteristics of the Chuci study of the two authors. Wang Meng, who was bornin
Late Ming and passed away in Early Qing, had his achievement mainly in the literary aspect.
He discussed comprehensively the purposes and writing skills of the Chuci so that readers
can better understand the gist of these works. In addition, he expressed the criticisms
towards the world he lived, and the sentiments from the fall of the Ming dynasty as well.
Wang Meng's approach to study of the Chuci was carried on by Wang Yuan, who was born
in the Qing dynasty. As an occasional guest counselor to local officials, he persevered in
scholarship and surpassed his uncle in semasiological, phonological and philosophical
studies. Comparing with his work on semasiology and phonology, Wang Yuan's study in
philosophy is much less fruitful, due to his personal background and the contemporary
political circumstances. Through exploring the characteristics of the two Wangs Chuci
study we can perceive the differences of scholarly methodology between the two genera-
tions of scholars. Moreover, we can apprehend the change in the academic trend from Late
Ming to Early Qing, and some of the reasons for the change.
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