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Methodology, Perspective, and Cultural Context:
Lun Zaishengyuan and lts Significance in the
History of Chinese Literary Criticism

(Abstract)

Zhang Sijing

Previous studies of Chen Yinke’s Lun Zaishengyuan focus mainly on how to reconstruct
Chen Yinke’s own secluded frame of mind when he was composing the work in his late
years. However, the author of this paper thinks that, as a major piece of literary criticism
in the study of fanci throughout the twentieth century, Lun Zaishengyuan deserves a
close examination particularly with regard to the literary approach that Chen took in his
investigation. Chen Yinke was the first scholar ever to make an intensive probing into
the lyrical rather than narrative skills in fanci compositions. And, by doing so, he placed
the genre in the grand tradition of classical and élite literature. Chen Yinke’s perspective
on Zaishengyuan goes beyond that of a feminist approach; it calls for a rethinking of
the aesthetic quality of the fanci as well as a re-evaluation of the overall development of
Chinese literary criticism and the direction it has taken since the early twentieth century.
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