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A Re-examination of the Year of Ke Jiusi’'s Death

(Abstract)

Po-zen Wong

Ke Jiusi was a renowned literati painter-calligrapher in the Yuan dynasty. The year of his
death has been a subject of much discussion for more than six hundred years. While some
placed his death in as early as 1343, others believed it could be as late as 1365. As the
claims were all based upon scanty evidence, this article aims to examine the origins of
such claims and argue against the reliability of their supporting materials. It introduces
previously overlooked evidence, which, when combined with other known facts, leads us
to conclude that Ke died between 1348 and 1350. The principle argument came from five
poems and one essay that Ke wrote for his friend Gu Ying during the early phase of his
construction of an expansive villa estate in 1348. Ke was conspicuously absent from all
subsequent references to the estate. There were also poems and essays that Ke’s closest
friends wrote in his memory, the earliest of which was produced before the seventh
month in the eighth year of Zhizheng (1350). Ke was believed to have died in Hangzhou,
together with his friends Chen Bo and Gan Li, of accidental drug poisoning or overdose.
Stories relating to Chen and Gan provide clues that suggest their deaths to have occurred
in the ninth month in the ninth year of Zhizheng (1349), which corroborates the time
frame as suggested above. This study avoids in general the use of extant artworks because
a large number of them are forgeries with unreliable information.

BREEE : FOLE AAE EUEEREE BB RIlAEE

Keywords: Ke Jiusi, year of death, authentication of classical painting and calligraphy,
Gu Ying, Yushan yaji (Jade Hill scholar gatherings)
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