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Seeking the Roots of Early Guagi Thoughts

(Abstract)

Son Kizen

Clues to early guagi M5, thoughts are first evident in extant versions of the Kun
trigram in the Book of Changes, and traces have already appeared in the silk
manuscript version of “Zhong” # in Yi zhuan %1% and the transmitted version of
“Shuogua zhuan” #HiEM# in the Book of Changes that apply the same perspective
as Confucius’s theory of guaqi. Based on the new understanding of the relevant
archaeological finds and ancient literature that arose from an analysis of the lost guagi
theory of Confucius cited in the Yi wei Qian zao du %) #5; #2/% and the silk version
of “Er san zi” —. = ¥ in the Book of Changes, this paper uncovers four phases
and different natures of the early guaqi thoughts that might have led to the final
formation of the Shier Xiaoxi gua (Tidal hexagrams). By comparing the “Tianrui”
KEi chapter of the Liezi 31| and the Guodian Chu bamboo slip version of “Taiyi
sheng shui” K—#4:7K, together with the related descriptions in the Guoyu [#7E, this
paper demonstrates that at least by the late Spring and Autumn period, a common
recognition that the universe was derived from ¢i (in the broad sense) had already
been reached, and the concept of gi was still relatively loose in the Warring States
period, which could be applied generally or specifically under different circumstances.

Keywords:  Confucius’s theory of guaqi  Yi wei Qian zao du
Zhou Yi (Book of Changes)  Guodian Chu manuscript “Taiyi sheng shui”
“Shifa” (Divination methods) in the Tsinghua bamboo slip manuscripts
Shier Xiaoxi gua (Tidal hexagrams)



