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An Essay on the Relation of ‘Mind’ and
‘Tao’ in Hsuntz’s Thought

(A Summary)

TANG CHUN-I

It is generally recogn’: recent studies of Ch se‘scholars that the central idea of Hsuntzu’s
thought is his idea abou uman mind which knows the Tzo and the good, but not his idea
about human nature which is said to be evil and should be transformed by the mind. Yet there is
still a problem about the relation of the ‘mind’ and ‘Tao’ in Hsuntzu's system. One way to explain
this is to take the Tao of Hsuntzu as merely objective, and as discovered from historical, social or
cultural facts through empirical induction; the other way is to take it as a subjective ideal of
Hsuntzu himself. In this essay, [ am trying to find a new approach to an explanation. I suggest that
the 7ao of Hsuntzu is undoubtedly the ‘way’ which the mind knows and acts upon through its
reflexion and response to the objective world. Thus the Tao of Hsuntzu actually brings the mind
from its subjective side to its objective side. The terminology of the Hsuntzu needs to have further
philosophical elucidation and some parts of the text need further interpretation before a true
understanding of the philosophy of Hsuntzu can be achieved. This is what 1 have attempted in this
essay which is divided into the following five parts: o

1. Introductory remarks about
thought; k

2. Hsuntzu’s idea at the ‘possibility of the knowledge of Tao by the mind’ in contrast
to ‘Taoistic ideas of a0 and Mind’;

3.  Hsuntzu’s idea about the distinction between the ‘Human Mind’ ind the ‘Mind of Teo’
and his idea of the ‘Cultivation of Mind’;

4.  The Tao of the cultivation of Mind, the Tao of the things of the objective world, and
the relation between the knowledge of Tao and the practice of Tao;

5. The Tao, the Tao of the sage-king, and the Tao as pervading human history from the
past to the present and into the limitless future; and the reason of Hsuntzu’s rejection
of ‘the thoughts about Tgo of other schools’ in his time.

entral idea of Hsuntzu’s




