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The Bondage of the“ "ea’ dMUrban -rural Conflict

(A Summary)

Law Ping-min

Concurring with the view that “peasants’ livelihood was the hardest compared with that
of the scholars, craftsmen and traders,” this article begins with an analysis of the theories
stressing the importance of agriculture as found in the ‘Nongzhan’ Chapter of Shangzun shu,
the ‘Shangnong’ Chapter of Lushi chungiu, and the writings of Jia Yi of the Han period. It
points out that the rulers’ motiv : of the peasants’ pristine nature and
their submissiveness. Actually, St was taxation, not the peasants’
own interests. The rulers ied'the five crops and ignored gold and
jade” was merely a decep

Secondly, the article deals with two aspects of the rural-urban conflict: a) There existed
conflicts and imbalances regarding the exchange of economic goods and talents. Previously
when the institution of “peasants not allowed to leave their home village” was successfully
implemented, the urban-rural exchange of talents had had no negative effect on the rural
society. However, as more and more people deserted the rural area since the Ming-Qing
period, the problem became increasingly serious. b) For two millennia, Chinese rulers had
implemented a household registration system to keep the rural population from moving out
and instituted a policy of “driving the people back to the rural area”. Nevertheless, this failed
to solve the issue of village-leaving peasants. Besides, the government always considered
village-deserters as vagabonds who gave up essentials for trivial things. No longer belonging
to the rural households, village-deserters were also not accepted into the urban ranks.
Consequently, their livelihood got even worse and y¢ial problems arose.

Thirdly, attention is given t : ge-desertion recurred in Chinese
history. It also points out thes rmation of the village-deserters
and former peasants into employed. Qing period. During the Qin, Han,
Tang and Song dynasties, village-deserters elther became bondservants deprived of personal
freedom, or returned as peasants and bound to the land in the countryside. However, in the
Ming-Qing period, village-deserters gained a new profile as free employed workers enjoying
higher social status. They were less subjected to servitude by their employers.

Lastly, the article points out that various walks of craftsmen had made important
contributions to the development of urban society, to the increase of the number of towns and
to their urbanization and that they increasingly enjoyed social recognition. Against this
background, it is timely that the current Chinese government undertakes a review of the
traditional policy of *“urban-rural separation” and “driving the people back to the rural area”.




