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Date of Composition, Evolution of Edition,
and Authorship of 74e Romarice of the 7Three
Kingdoms as Seen from Two Plots:
“[Zhuge Liang] Burns the Army of Rattan Armor”
and “Hao Zhao Burns the Scaling Ladder”

(A Summary)

Li Ting Yuen

In the plot “[Zhuge Liang &% % 5] burns the army of rattan armor” (X & H 5) | which
all editions of The Romance of the Three Kingdoms comprise, there is a section including a
description of dilei #i1F5 (mine). We can ascertain the date of composition and authorship of
The Romance of the Three Kingdoms by investigating the history of dilei.

It is known that explosive device like a mine first appeared in Chinain 1402, but the
term dilei appeared later. The term dilei is seen and the method of making dilel is detailed
in all editions of The Romance of the Three Kingdoms. We have to conclude that the date of
its composition was about 20 to 30 years after 1402. Many scholars believe that Luo
Guanzhong #& & ' died in 1400. It is therefore doubtful whether Luo Guanzhong is the
author of The Romance of the Three Kingdoms.

Thereisaplot “Hao Zhao burns the scaling ladder” (HBHFEEZEH) in all the editions,
but there is a section which mentions a series of cannons that appear only in some editions.

The series of cannons appeared not earlier than 1522. Through analysing, we find that
thisreference is added to the text after the existence of the archetypal edition and some other
editions. The textual difference between the Tongsu Yanyi system edition (Gl {#3%) & 4%
Jit %) and the archetypal edition is greater than the Zhizhuan system edition (GE18) £ 4%
ffit 4%) and the archetypal edition.
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