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of the Li-ho Form in Chinese Poetry

(A Summary)

Richard M. W. Ho

The [iho form in Chinese poetry consists of sphttmg and '_ommg characters
in a poem so as to produce other meanmgful cha act
This anagrammatic form i etry

e-been first attempted by
) vof r E 25-220). He wrote a four-character
s as a set of instructions for splitting and joining characters in
the poem to form the name of his native place, his surname, given name and courtesy
name.

K'ung Jung (15
poem which also

It was not until the Western Chin (265-317) that P’an Yiieh (d. 300)
composed a four-character /i-ho poem which does not resort to arbitrary instructions.
This new method is made up of the following steps: Remove from the first character
of the first line the first character of the second line, which is either a radical or a
combination of radicals in the first character of the first line. This subtracting act
causes a new radical or new radicals to be formed. Then, apply the same treatment
to the first characters of the third and fourth lines. The remainders of the two sub-
tractions are then put together to form a new character. Th

ext-four lines undergo

lines, produces six

the same process. P’an Yiieh’s poem, Which has'f; twenty-
characters to make up.a phrase:. This | was fo
terial shows Hsich' ng—yun (385-433) to have been the first
ith- five-character lines.

The li-ho form was very popular in the T’ang dynasty (618-907). On one
occasion, Ch’iian Te-yii (759-818) wrote a five-character /i-ho pcem of twelve lines,
producing a phrase of three characters. This pattern was imitated by a great many of

y most later writers of

li-ho poems. Exta

writer of such poe

his contemporaries. Chang Chi (fl. 790) conce wrote a seven-character chiieh-chi in
which the last character or characters of a liis linked by the first character or characters
of the following line to form the name of a herb. This technique was unsparingly
used by P’ Jih-hsiu (fl. 870) and Lu Kuei-meng (fi. 870). They also composed
chiieh-chii in each of which the last character of a line is joined by the first character
of the following line to form a mew character, making a three-character phrase.
Both techniques the poets termed li-ho, which took he new meaning of joining
what have been split.

As the T’ang dynasty came z “form of li-ho also assed its

zZenith,




