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A Study of the Northern Mountain Poetry Society
in Hong Kong during the Twentieth Century

(A Summary)

Ching Chung Shan

In the autumn of 1924, Mo Heming = #5015 and Cai Zhefu %545 % (1879-1941) organized
the Beishan shishe Jtil1&Fft (Northern Mountain Poetry Society) by incorporating
members of the Qian she £t (Abstruse Society), the Zhulin shishe #7#kFF4t (Bamboo
Forest Poetry Society), the Nan she ®i4t (Southern Society), and other local poetry
societies. Those who responded to the call for submission of poems ran over a hundred,
making the Northern Mountain the largest poetry society of the time. Using the Hua zi
ribao 5 H ¥ (Chinese Mail) as a writing platform to encourage versification, they
met weekly at Li yuan shan F[E1l] (Lee Gardens) to compose poems depicting the fine
gatherings and scenery there. Mandarin garnets, intertwined banyans, tea, moon, plays,
and chrysanthemums are all common objects they composed on; embedded in the poems
are their aspiration to bring out the best of the Chinese culture, their feelings towards
homeland, and their concern for China’s future. Their poetic style is elegant and proper,
resembling that of the Song dynasty. They also advocated the writing of response lyrics.
In composition they emulated the ornate style and profound feelings expressed typically
by Wu Wenying %% and Shi Dazu % 7. In the summer of 1925, the society was
forced to disband as widespread labour strike broke out in Guangzhou and Hong Kong.
Since the society lasted for less than a year, not much of its literature survives. Using
the poems and lyrics published in the Chinese Mail and the Nan she Xiang ji w4t
££ (Gathering of the Southern Society in Hunan province) as basic sources, this paper
examines the development of the society and the features of its versification to shed light
on the vicissitudes of Hong Kong literature during that time.
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Keywords: Northern Mountain Poetry Society, Southern Society, Cai Zhefu, Lee Gardens,
Hong Kong literature
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