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(A Summary)

Li Rui-qing

The inscription on the tablet “Wang Shizhen shendaobei” contains the earliest attempt
to review the poetic theory of Wang Shizhen. The tablet has long since disappeared, but the
inscription has come down to us in two versions, collected separately in the works of Wang
Shan and Yang Shengwu. Wang Shan was a close friend;and colleague of Wang Shizhen
while Yang Shengwu was a subordi

The two versions are S;mlla'
concerns the identity of the

vious difference between them

i t0 look for a suitable writer for the
inscription. In Wang Shan’s version; the person in quesuon was Wang Qisu and his brother
(sons of Wang Shizhen) while in Yang Shengwu’s version the person was Wang Shili, a
cousin of Wang Shizhen. A letter from Wang Qisu and his brother to Huang Shulin revealed
that the person in question was Wang Shili, a statement which is in agreement with Yang
Shengwu’s version.

The two versions also differ in contents. It might be that since Yang Shengwu was a
subordinate of Wang Shan, after Yang had written the inscription, Wang furnished it with
additional remarks on the episodes of Wang Shizhen and revised the whole text, so that Wang
Shan’s version reads better than Yang Shengwu’s original work.




