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(% B George Leonard Staunton, An Historical Account of thesEmbassy to the Emperor of China)

38 George Leonard Staunton’in his An orical Account of the Embassy to the Emperor of Chi-

na says:

The compass, however, is in universal use among them. Their magnetic needles are sel-
dom made longer than an inch, nor thicker than a line, or the twelfth part of an inch.
They are poised so nicely, or ticklishly in the box, as to be moved by the smallest change
of position towards the west or east of it; but as the perfection of a compass consists in
the magnetic needle’s keeping steadily to one fixed portion of the heavens, whatever mo-
tion may be given to the containing box, or surrounding object, the Chinese have an in-
genious method of accomplishing this; which, however, cannot be considered very in-
teresting to any of our readers.

The Chinese compass box, as will appear by the annexed correct engraving, has,
upon its upper surface, several concentric circles, of correspondent sizes. The innermost,
and of course the smal]est contains exgh dlifemntfﬁi ese characters whlch stand for

express as many equal ) the' natural day, each of three hours; and that of the
east being placed towards the sun-rising, the rest, of course, will represent, nearly, the
position of the sun at the different times of the day. This division of the inmost circle
into eight equal parts, accords with the first compass, said to have appeared in Europe at
the commencement of the fourteenth century, which, for greater accuracy, was after-
wards, and still remains, subdivided into thirty two equal parts or points, each whereof
has a distinguishing appellation.

The next circle upon the Chinese compass has twenty four divisions, with appropri-
ate characters denoting a twenty fourth part of the heavens, and, consequently, a twenty
fourth part of the natural day; each point containing fifteen degrees, a proportionate part
of three hundred and sixty, the number of degrees mtowwhlch all celestial circles are di-
vided. (pp. 220—222)
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(A Summary)

Wang Erh-min

The ancient Chinese made use of the sun to distinguish directions. The east, the west,
the south and the north were the first four directions distinguished. The ba fang /\ 77 (eight
directions) and the jiu ye JLEF (eight directions plus the centre) and eventually the twenty-
four directions followed. This development was recorded in.the Yi Zhou shu i A E before
300 B.C. and the Liishi chungiu | *he co of the twenty-four directions
originated from the division of.th : d twelve months as well as the
motion of the stars. It show: gnce of ‘the Gaitian shuo 2 X (Theory of
Canopy-heavens). That is why the ¢ used to designate the twenty-four directions are
the same as those used to designate the twelve months, ie., ¥, &, &, I, K, B, F, &K,
B, B, %, % . The rest of them are designated by eight heavenly stems F, 2, A", T,
BR,¥ £, 3¢ and four of the ba gua /\# (eight diagrams) % , 18 , B , 5% which are added
in the Western Han P3{% . The twenty-four directions were aimed at dividing the stars which
were used to indicate the ershi si jieqi —-t+V4E R (twenty-four solar terms). Eventually, an
instrument was invented to indicate the twenty-four directions.

In the Tang /& and the Song K the Chinese invented the compass for sailing. They used
the twenty-four directions as well as the symbols that were handed down from antiquity.
From the Ming M and the Qing % onward, the compass with twenty-four directions
(subsequently subdivided into seventy-two directions) came to be used more and more
frequently as marine traffic became more and more busy. It was not until 1880 when the
Chinese government began to send students to study -at- ‘naval academies in Britain and
bought British and German naval vessg e Chmese be:came more and more Western-
ized and eventually accepted the West entdirections.




