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Ibid.
" Giambattista Marchini, Macao, 3 November 1793, Scritture Originale della Congregazione
Particolare Indie Orientali e Cina, Archivium Propaganda Fide (hereinafter abbreviated as APF
SOCP), b. 68, f. 486v.

Ibid., f. 487r.
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Staunton, An Authentic Account of an Embassy, vol. 1, pp. 241-42.
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William Hamilton to George Staunton, Naples, 21 February 1792.
*' “Tableau or Sketch of an Embassy from His Majesty to the Emperor of China,” An Important
Collection of Original Manuscripts, Papers, and Letters, vol. 10, doc. 442.

*  “Disbursements on account of current expenses for China Embassy, 1792—1793,” ibid., doc.
411.

Giambattista Marchini, Macao, 2 March 1794, APF SOCP, b. 68, f. 635.

“Congregatio Particularis de Popaganda Fide super rebus Indiarum Orientalium habitu die 16

februarii 1795,” ACTA CP, vol. 17, ff. 375-380.
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Ibid., f. 380.
Antonelli to Massei, Rome, 3 April 1792, SC Lettere, vol. 262, f. 181r.
Fatica, “Gli Alunni Del Collegium Sinicum di Napoli,” p. 533.
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Giacomo Ly (Jacobus Ly) to Francesco Massei, Bruxelles, 14 May 1792.
Giambattista Marchini, Macao, 3 November 1793, APF SOCP, b. 68, f. 485v.
Jacobus Ly, Macao, 20 February 1793, APF SOCP, b. 68, f. 614v.
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ACTA CP, vol. 17, f. 378.
® Jacobus Ly, Guangzhou, 25 December 1793, APF SOCP, b. 68, f. 611.
®  Jacobus Ly, Macao, 20 February 1794, APF SOCP, b. 68, f. 614v.
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ACGOFM, M, 53, pp. 151-53; quoted from Factica, “Gli Alunni Del Collegium Sinicum di
Napoli,” p. 548.

Jacobus Ly, Canton, 25 December 1793, APF SOCP, b. 68, f. 610v; Jacobus Ly, Macao, 20
February 1794, APF SOCP, b. 66, ff. 611r-620r.

Macartney, An Embassy to China, pp. 149-50.
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o Staunton, An Authentic Account of an Embassy, vol. 2, p. 126.
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Ibid., p. 166.

ACTA CP, vol. 17, f. 380.

Macartney, An Embassy to China, p. 141; Staunton, An Authentic Account of an Embassy, vol. 2,
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“Now your ambassador requests to allow the
foreigners to preach freely?”:
The Preaching Issue in Emperor Qianlong’s
Second Letter to the British King in the
Macartney Mission

(Abstract)

Lawrence Wang-chi Wong

The Macartney Mission to China in 1793 is no doubt an important event in the
history of Sino-British relations. While most people are eager to know for sure if Lord
Macartney has kowtowed to Emperor Qianlong, there is another issue that deserves
serious attention: Did the embassy ever request for permission for the Westerners to
preach Christianity freely in China? In his second letter to King George 111, Qianlong
denounced the ambassador for requesting free preaching of Christianity in China.
But Lord Macartney denied that he had ever made such a request. By consulting
the archival materials from the East India Office, Archivium Propaganda Fide, and
Universita degli Studi di Napoli “L’Orientale,” the present paper explains how
the controversy has come about. Special attention is paid to the role played by the
embassy’s interpreter, Jacobus Ly, a Chinese missionary trained in Naples.

Keywords:  Macartney Mission  Jacobus Ly = George Thomas Staunton
Qianlong  Christianity



