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Two Post Roads leading from Changan westward
to Liang Chou in the Time of T’ang

(A Summary)

YEN KENG-WANG

Liang Chou (now Wi sien) was the base of operations for the control of Hsi Yu (western
countries) in ancient Ch 1a; and also the gateway linking China proper with Central Asia. Hence it
has occupied strategically and economically a very important position in Chinese history. But the
timeworn roads leading from inner China to Liang Chou have yet to be positively defined. The
present work, therefore, attempts to solve this problem. After careful study, the author found that
in the time of T’ang there had been two post roads, one south and one north, leading from Changan,
the T ang capital, westward to Liang Chou. The following is a simplified description.

The south road began at Changan, crossed the Middle Wei Bridge by the west side of the city,
led westward more or less along the north bank of the Wei River, reached Fenghsiang Fu (now
Fenghsiang Hsien); then it led northwestward along the valley of the Ch’ien River, reached Lung
Chou (now Lung Hsien), passed through the Tachén Pass on the slope of the Lung Mountains,
tumed southwestward along the valley of the Ch’ing River ended to Ch’in Chou (now

reached Lan Chou (now
or less along the east ba

The north road also began at Changan, crossed the Middle Wei Bridge, turned northwestward,
led more or less along, and ascended from, the valley of the Ching River, passed Pin Chou (now
Pin Hsien) and Ching Chou (now Chingchuan Hsien), traced the source of the Ching River, namely
the T'angchéng Gorge, passed the site of the old Hsiao Pass, reached Yuan Chou (now Kuyuan
Hsien); then again led northwestward, went through the Shihmen Pass, reached Hui Chou which
was situated on the east bank of the Yellow River (roughly the site of the present Hsich’éng Pao);
then went along the Yellow River and descended to the Huining Pass, crossed the river to Wulan
Pass (roughly east of the present city of Chingtai Hsien), again turned westward to Liang Chou.

Both the roads were very busy post roads in the time of T’ang: the south
2,000 /i and the north road for about 1,800 /i. Sometimes at the HummgPﬁ \
taneously about 50 ferries on service with crews estlmated at 200 me
road at that time can be imagined according e south road ran ‘m

ad ran for about
there were simul-
‘busy state of the north
through river basins, and
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the basin of the Wei River was wider, flatter, and also much richer than that of the Ching River. It
can also be imagined, therefore, that there must have had still more travellers moving on the south
road and it must have been even more flourishing and prosperous. It was said at that time that *‘of
all the prosperous and populous regions of the world, the region lying west of the Lung Mountains
is matchless.” Though somewhat exaggerated, this comment does have some truth in it.




