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The Philosophi haracte s of Yan Zun’s
Lao Zj Zhlgw (The Gist of Lao Zi)
(A Summary)
Chen Guangzhong

Yan Zun was a Daoist and hermit at the end of the Western Han dynasty. The Gist of Lao Zi
which he authored was a representatlve wqu at.the ti 1en the Daoist philosophy was
undergoing significant 1ges. X ‘ the theoties of Lao Zi, Zhuang Zi, Heshang
Gong and Huainan Zi. ixed together elements of the Book of Changes and the Lao zi and
further developed the Da ist philosophy. He made a strenuous effort to restructure the new
system of the Daoist philosophy on the world view, political view, and the outlook on life. His
findings produced a significant effect on the thinking of Yang Xiong and Wang Chong and the
philosophical sects in the Wei and Jin dynasties.




