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The Non-fundamentalist Commentary in the
Qianlong and Jiaqging Eras: Yao Nai’s Views on
Yi Shuo in the Context of Confucian Classics

(Abstract)

Tsai Chang-lin

Yao Nai’s contributions to the studies of Confucian classics have always been
relatively unknown because his methods of classical studies were unpopular during
his time and his style of writing did not match with the conventional practice in the
studies of Confucian classics. This paper focuses on Yao Nai’s Jiujing shuo: Yi shuo,
thus showcasing his different vision from the mainstream approach at that time. It
reveals that Yao Nai uses the form of headnotes, instead of traditional commentary,
to conduct in-depth discussions on individual topics, which constitute essay-type
writings on classics. It also concludes that Yao, as a follower of Cheng Yi and Zhu Xi,
presents a relatively eclectic vision of classics interpretation by advocating choosing
the best for learning rather than sticking to one school.

Keywords: Yao Nai  Jiujing shuo  the studies of Yi  interpreting Yi based on
historical facts



