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On Dzo Ching-chuan’s Ssew-ma Ts’ien

et Uhistoriographie Chinoise

(A Summary)

This review article on Mr. Dzo Ching-chuan’s Sseu-ma T's’ien et historiographie
Chinoise tends to give the academic justification for meeds of publication of such a
work, which has highlighted the importance of comparative historiography in general,
and the usefulness of analysing the contents of Ssu-ma Ch’ien’s Records of the
Grand Historian (Shih-chi), in the light of modern Western scholarship in particular.
In Mr. Dzo’s original work, he points out some of the weaknesses of earlier, or con-
temporary scholars, Western or Chinese, in their studies of the Shih-chi, and has
made a number of corrections, apart from giving some additional advice. The writer
of this article, while elaborating and echoing some of the views already indicated by
the author of the work, has enlarged his vista to the exten eviévvfhg the thoughts
of modern European historiography from the early kk f .the present, so as to
strengthen the author’s enviable: po | as a.scholaf-who has been engrossed in the
study of Western Classics for several decades, yet has a sound traditional Chinese
scholarship. : :




