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™ “This conception has already led us to argue that defense is simply the stronger form of war, the

one that makes the enemy’s defeat more certain” See Carl von Clausewitz, On War, ed. and

trans. Michael Howard and Peter Paret (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1989), p. 380.

7 “Even when the only point of the war is to maintain the status quo, the fact remains that merely

parrying a blow goes against the essential nature of war, which certainly does not consist

merely in enduring.” Ibid., p. 370.

™ “A sudden powerful transition to the offensive—the flashing sword of vengeance—is the

greatest moment for the defense.” Ibid.

7 “Finally, a defender’s allies can be cited as his ultimate source of support.” Ibid., p. 373.
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Characteristics and Implications of
the Military Thoughts in Mohism

(Abstract)

Ho Wei-husan

As promptly noted by both Mencius and Han Fei in their respective writings, the Mohists
# 5% were an important school of philosophy during the Warring States period in ancient
China. Most scholars who work on Mohism focus on its notions of jian’ai 3% (universal
love), feigong JEIX (condemnation of offensive war), feiming JFf (anti-fatalism), and
jiezang fifiZ€ (moderation in funerals). It should be noted, however, that Mohists were
also adept at the art of defence in war. While there have been occasional discussions
of and anecdotal references to military issues in Mohism, very little attention has been
devoted to its war philosophy and strategies. This paper argues that the chapters after “Bei
chengmen” [ in the Mozi 2 are replete with military materials, betraying an
umambivalent tendency towards violence and brutality. Upon close examination, however,
such qualities can be construed as derived from the Mohist thoughts on jian’ai and

feigong.
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Keywords: Mozi, Mohists, military thoughts, castle defence, jian’ai (universal love)
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