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A Study of Yan Shigu’s Quotations from the Shijing
in His Commentaries on the Hanshu

(Abstract)

Poon Ming Kay

This article studies the quotations that Yan Shigu EHFfifly cited from the Shijing 5548 in
his commentaries on the Hanshu {%3. Ban Gu ¥I[#, the historian who compiled the
Hanshu, was a scholar of the Han dynasty steeped in the classical studies. Yan Shigu,
a scholar of the Tang dynasty, followed Ban’s practice of citing the Classics % in his
writing. Yan’s quotations fall into two general categories: (1) his interpretation of Hanshu’s
quotations from the Classics, and (2) his own quotations from the Classics to explain texts
in the Hanshu. As there were two major commentaries on the Shijing, namely the Mao
Commentary Ef# and the annotations by Zheng Xuan ¥[Z, this paper will examine the
choice that Yan made between the two. In addition, it will also look at Zhu Xi’s &2 (of
the Song dynasty) use of Yan’s comments in his annotations of the Shijing.
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