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A Preliminary Study;of  Portrait Poems

Lau Yin Hung

Wang Anshi (1021-1086), the distingished statesman and poet in the Northern Song
dynasty, put all his effort into political innovation during his service as a Prime Minister, and
was severely critized by the conservative party at court. While all this was happening, Wang
wrote a great deal of poetry commenting on a number of famous personages in history. His
poems are named after their subjects. His targets were mainly emperors, politicians, nobles,
educators as well as concubines. Through these-poems; xpressed his innovative ideas
and his system of values. ;

The author feels that shé may X%ploration of this aspect of Wang
Anshi. The portrait poem is worth studying since its theme and style can accommodate the
profundity of the poet. By reading this genre of Wang’s work, we get to know more about his
attitudes in politics and literature. This article attempts to deal with Wang’s portrait poems
with a view to discovering characteristic features in its contents, styles and ideas. This will
help us to understand why Wang’s work has had such great influence in the history of
literature as well.




