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Young Scholars’ Forum in Chinese Studies 2019 
jointly organised by CUHK–Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation Asia-Pacific Centre 

for Chinese Studies (CCK-APC) and Institute of Chinese Studies (ICS)   

(23–25 May 2019)

Young Scholars’ Forum in Chinese Studies 2019, organised by CCK-APC and ICS, was held on 23–25 May 2019 at 

The Chinese University of Hong Kong. The forum aims to nurture young scholars in Chinese Studies and strengthen 

their academic networks.

With the theme “A Century of Change: Revisiting the Legacy of May Fourth”, this year’s forum had invited a total 

of 33 young scholars to present their research papers. The papers were divided into 11 panels and scheduled over a 

period of three days. Participants presented their findings in a wide range of topics relating to the May Fourth, 

including intellectuals, generation of students, youth movement, Chinese traditions, the New Woman, women’s 

movement, the classics and the Chinese society. Professors from various CUHK departments, such as History, Chinese 

Language and Literature, Translation, and Cultural and Religious Studies were invited to serve as discussants. 

This year’s forum received 144 applications. After a rigorous selection by the Organising Committee, 33 applicants 

were invited, which comprised 5 from Hong Kong, 10 from Mainland China, 8 from other Asian countries and 

territories including Taiwan, South Korea and Japan, and another 10 from Europe, North America and Australia. 

More than half of them came from overseas, reflecting the forum’s effort to enhance international communication 

in Chinese studies.

Below are the sharing from two of the participants: 
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                                             Jessica Zu
  Princeton University

The theme for the 2019 forum is a centennial reflection on the May Fourth 

legacy. As a scholar of Buddhist studies and religious studies, I was 

initially hesitant about participating in it, even though the primary 

materials I analysed reveal many interconnections between the 

transformation of Buddhism and the long Chinese revolution 1911–1976. 

I am very happy that I had stepped out of my comfort zone of Buddhist 

studies into the unfamiliar waters of the history of revolution in modern 

China. I not only received candid feedback from my discussants and 

from private conversations with new friends during forum-sponsored 

lunches and dinners, but also met new colleagues who were toiling for 

similar theoretical rethinking of Chinese Buddhism but working with 

different primary sources. Both the formal presentations and informal 

coffee breaks, lunches, and dinners proved to be fertile grounds for 

floating ideas around and sparking new insights. 

All this is not accidental. From its inception, the organisers of this forum 

had sought to build an interdisciplinary platform for early career scholars 

to exchange ideas and establish a broader professional network. Equally important, in this forum, one can personally 

experience the renowned CUHK paradigm of review (中大點評範式), which challenges one to try new methods to 

answer one’s research questions and to open one’s eyes to new perspectives for refining and strengthening the 

arguments. Every project could become better and every argument could become stronger by being critiqued under 

this paradigm. By design, this forum is ideal for those seeking development feedback to broaden one’s own scholarly 

purview, to identify weaknesses in the project, to sharpen the arguments, and to bring one’s own niche project into 

broader academic conversations.
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Wang Xing  
 Fudan University

As the theme of this year’s forum, “A Century of Change: Revisiting 

the Legacy of May Fourth” entails an understanding of the May Fourth 

not only as a single and isolated historical event, but a culture that is 

continuously influencing and moulding Chinese society. This year’s 

papers very much focused on such a kind of continuation of the May 

Fourth culture. The pursuit of a modern and independent China via 

social as well as intellectual revolutions in the May Fourth did not only 

open up new conduits of discourse for the educated elites, but also totally 

transformed China on many other levels. In the forum, scholars like 

Shao Dong, Qu Nan, Yeung Choi Kit and Huang Shiqi gave their new 

insights on how literature, literary theories, and “classical” intellectual 

debates can be reinterpreted with new perspectives, especially on how 

we should rethink May Fourth intellectuals’ understanding of “traditional 

China”. Many other colleagues in the forum, on the other hand, presented 

new documents and visual materials about certain fields and spheres of 

China in and after May Fourth that had seldom been touched by 

academic studies before. 

If “revisiting” the May Fourth was a task this forum assigned to its 

participants, I think every speaker has completed the task well. We not only “revisited” the classical debates in the 

May Fourth with new ideas, but also “problematised” the May Fourth with all kinds of new findings. We have realised 

through fervent discussions in each panel that the May Fourth is not a flat image of the past, but a “multi-dimensional” 

movement with so many faces which resists any reductionist labels. 

It is very difficult to fully summarize the brilliant papers and discussions over our three-day forum in only a few 

words. Even in the panel discussions we felt that our time was very limited to fully communicate with each other 

over many intriguing topics. I believe that this year’s Young Scholars Forum in Chinese Studies at CUHK will 

become an important academic experience for all the participants in their future career.



www.ics.cuhk.edu.hk  ©Institute of Chinese Studies, The Chinese University of Hong Kong. All Rights Reserved.
11

ICS BULLETIN 2019 No. 2

Event Report

The 6th Museum Professional Exchange 
Programme: Exhibition Planning and 
Collection Management

With the generous support from the Bei Shan Tang Foundation, 

the 6th Museum Professional Exchange Programme (formerly 

known as “Museum Professionals Training Workshop”) was 

held in April. Jointly organised by the Art Museum and the 

Museum of Oriental Ceramics, Osaka, the programme this year 

was themed “Exhibition Planning and Collection Management”. 

Similar to previous years, the programme was structured in 

the form of “lecture + micro-exhibition proposal presentation 

+ field trip”. Twenty-four museum professionals from Mainland China, Hong Kong and Macau participated in and 

benefited from the sharing and exchange with seasoned specialists from museums worldwide in two weeks.

Reimagining Chinese Art: A 
Competition of Interdisciplinary 
Explorations

With the captioned competition, the Art 

Museum invited participants to demonstrate 

their connection with Chinese art with any 

product of their creativity that is inspired by 

the collections or exhibits of the Art Museum. 

Following the success of the previous year, this year’s competition also attracted students from the Faculties of 

Arts, Social Science and School of Medicine. But in addition to that, we also see participants from the Faculties 

of Science and Business, and even students from outside the CUHK. The variety of textual and non-textual works 

received demonstrates great creativity on the participants’ part.

Art Hit

“Art Hit” is a monthly bite-size curator-led guided 

tour. There are five guided tours in total from April to 

August to be led by the Director of the Art Museum, 

Prof. Josh Yiu. The guided tours held on 26 April 

(Friday), 18 May (Saturday) and 11 June (Tuesday) 

at Galleries II & III, Art Museum, had attracted an 

attendance of 45 in total.

Art Museum
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Xuanhuitang Lecture Series

The lecture series on the art of Ren Bonian, 

generously supported by Xuanhuitang, is scheduled 

from March to August this year. The impressive 

speaker list consists of top scholars from The 

National Art Museum of China, The Palace Museum 

in Beijing and Taipei, Academia Sinica, University 

of Edinburgh and Department of Fine Arts, CUHK. 

The second lecture titled “Hokusai in Shanghai: 

Ren Bonian (1840–1895) and the Japanese Popular 

Culture” was delivered by Prof. Lai Yu-chih, 

Associate Research Fellow of Academia Sinica, on 

26 April (Friday) at L1, Institute of Chinese Studies, 

attracting an audience of 39.

Museum Backstage

The Museum Backstage series in May and June invited 

colleagues of the Art Museum to share with students 

about their job duties. On 29 May (Wednesday), Mr. 

Xie Guanghan from Suzhou’s famous painting 

mounting family together with his apprentices Mr. 

Leung Kai Hin and Ms. Yeung Mung Chuk had a 

delightful afternoon sharing their insights with the 

students. As for 17 June (Monday), not only did the trio 

rerun the great sharing session, the Director of the 

museum, Prof. Josh Yiu, also joined in and shared with 

the students his curatorial experiences. The three 

sessions had been attended by 57 students in total.

For Blessings and Guidance Public Lecture

The public lecture titled “The Court Production of the 

Illustrated Regulations for Ceremonial Paraphernalia 

of the Qing dynasty (Huangchao liqi tushi 皇朝禮器圖

式 ) and the “Export Paintings”, was delivered by Prof. 

Lai Yu-chih, Research Associate of Academia Sinica 

on 26 April (Friday) at L1, Institute of Chinese Studies, 

attracting 41 attendants in total.
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Learn．Play．Fun

“Learn．Play．Fun” is held by Art Museum on Saturday from June to July. Participants can deepen their 

understanding towards Ren Bonian, the pioneer of the Shanghai School of painting through exhibition guided 

tours, handicrafts-making and games. The activities held on 15 June (Saturday) and 22 June (Saturday) at Activity 

Room, 2/F, East Wing, Art Museum, attracted 46 participants in total.

The Inter-Regional Forum on Chinese Dialectal 

Grammar (IRF) was initiated by The Chinese 

University of Hong Kong and Sun Yat-sen 

University in 2015 and extended its partnership 

with Fudan University in 2017, which has become 

an academic event organized rotationally by 

these three institutions as a platform intended 

to foster research on dialectal grammar under a 

comparative approach, focusing on southeastern 

Chinese dialects like Yue and Wu dialects, to 

promote inter-regional studies, and to strengthen 

intellectual exchanges and dialogues among 

researchers from different regions.

T. T. Ng Chinese Language Research Centre

The 5th Inter-Regional Forum on Dialectal Grammar
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Chen Jing China History Teaching Awards 
(2019) Presentation Ceremony

The ceremony was held in April at Cho Yiu Hall. 

Professor Stephen Y. L. Cheung, the President of the 

Education University of Hong Kong, served as the 

officiating guest. Two secondary teachers received the 

awards which consist of a medal, HKD 20,000 and a 

certificate, while three other teachers were presented 

with the Certificate of Appreciation. 

Documentary Screening Series

USC has been co-organising the documentary screening series “Reminiscence” with the Research Centre for 

Contemporary Chinese Culture since January 2016. The series aims at promoting documentaries on contemporary 

China, with a focus on folk history and real personages. This is an all-year-around project, starting from each year’s 

September to the next May. From April to June 2019, USC held two film screening events under “Reminiscence 

Documentary Screening Series”, namely Dance on the Square on 12 April and Four Springs on 10 May.

Academic Seminars

From April to June 2019, the Universities Service Centre for China Studies (USC) organised six luncheon seminars 

on topics of civil society, rural governance, Chinese fiscal system, and many other issues. The seminars attracted 

over 100 participants, including local, Mainland and overseas undergraduates and postgraduates, scholars from 

various academic institutions, journalists, staff of non-governmental organizations, and members of the general 

public. Many insightful comments and questions were raised during the discussion sessions.

Research Centre for Contemporary Chinese Culture

Universities Service Centre for China Studies
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Journals

Journal of Chinese Studies, no.68 

This journal consists of 6 articles, 1 book article, 13 book reviews, and 

around 300 pages intotal.

Articles
1. Lee Lok Man, A Study of the Meaning of the Expression “jieren ze   
 yong ye” in the Xunzi and Its Ritual Connotations
2. Yang Bo, An Analysis of the Non-Historical Literature in the Warring  
 States Period Chu Bamboo Manuscripts
3. Guo Weitao, The zhi within the Defence System of the Middle-Lower  
 Reaches of the Han-dynasty Ruoshui
4. Mo DehuiA Study of the Revoke of Wang Yangming’s Earldom in the  
 Early Jiajing Period
5. Lo Man Chi, “The Artistic Socialism”: Tian Han, Nanguo Movement,  
 and the Practiceof Aestheticism in the Vision of Leftist    
 Cosmopolitanism
6. Nicholas L. Chan , The Family Writing in the Poetry of Yuan Kequan  
 and Zhang Boju

Review Article
1. Christoph Harbsmeier, “The Authenticity and Nature of the Analects of Confucius”

Book Reviews
1. Ellen Widmer, “Bannermen Tales (Zidishu): Manchu Storytelling and Cultural Hybridity in the Qing Dynasty. By 

Elena Suet-Ying Chiu”
2. Rana Mitter, “China’s Conservative Revolution: The Quest for a New Order, 1927–1949. By Brian Tsui”
3. Fredy González, “The China Order: Centralia, World Empire, and the Nature of Chinese Power. By Fei-Ling Wang”
4. Michela Bussotti, “Writing for Print: Publishing and the Making of Textual Authority in Late Imperial China. By 

Suyoung Son”
5. Cynthia J. Brokaw, “Brush, Seal and Abacus: Troubled Vitality in Late Ming China’s Economic Heartland, 1500–1644. 

By Jie Zhao”
6. Tze-ki Hon, “Civilizing the Chinese, Competing with the West: Study Societies inLate Qing China. By Chen Hon 

Fai”
7. Tim Wright, “Navigating Semi-Colonialism: Shipping, Sovereignty, and Nation-Building in China, 1860–1937. By 

Anne Reinhardt”
8. Keith McMahon, “Reading for the Moral: Exemplarity and the Confucian Moral Imagination in Seventeenth-

Century Chinese Short Fiction. By Maria Franca Sibau”
9. Hilde De Weerdt, “State Power in China, 900–1325. Edited by Patricia Buckley Ebrey and Paul Jakov Smith”
10. Haun Saussy, “Reading Philosophy, Writing Poetry: Intertextual Modes of Making Meaning in Early Medieval 

China. By Wendy Swartz”
11. On-cho Ng, “Apophatic Paths from Europe to China: Regions without Border. By William Franke”
12. Ho Hon Wai, “Speaking of Profit: Bao Shichen and Reform in Nineteenth-Century China. By William T. Rowe”
13. Yung Sai-shing, “吳存存：《戲外之戲：清中晚期京城的戲園文化與梨園私寓制》”
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Twenty-First Century Bimonthly (Issue 172, April 2019)

As this year marks the 100th anniversary of the May Fourth Movement, the journal 

published this special issue featuring articles by many renowned scholars who 

discuss their new findings on this old issue from perspectives of history, thought 

and culture.

The Twenty-First Century Review 
The May Fourth Centenary
 “Reading, Thinking, and Expressing at the Critical Moment: Commemorating the 
Centennial of the May Fourth Movement” by Chen Ping-yuan “Two Intellectual 
Themes of the May Fourth Movement” by Wang Fan-sen “Modern Chinese 
Literature: The Paradox of Tradition and Modernity” by Lee Ou-fan Leo

Research Articles
“The Formation of the Concept of Sovereignty in Modern China: A Digital 
Humanistic Research” by Jin Guan-tao, Liu Qing-feng, Chiu Wei-yun

“The Failure of Social Contract: From the 1911 Revolution to the May Fourth 
Movement” by Zhang Qian-fan
  
“The May Fourth Movement in Rural China: Communication, Mobilization, and 
Nationalism” by Bian Dong-lei
  
“The New Literary Field of the May Fourth Movement and the Ideological  
Reorientation of Liu Bannong” by Shao Dong

View on the World
“Westernization and Modernization: Book Design in Republican China” by Lau 
Man-ying

Book Reviews
“Knowledge Resources and Reading Culture: A Review on Pan Kuang-che, In 
Search of Western Learning: A History of Reading in Late Qing China (1833–
1898)” by Au Chi-kin

“Text, Image, and Vision: A Review on Chen Jian-hua, A Profile of Trains in the 
Literary Writings during Late Qing and Republican China” by Liu Jin-cai

“An Alternative Interpretation of the May Fourth Movement: A Review on Chan 
Hok-yin, May Fourth in Hong Kong: Colonial Scenario, Nationalism and 
Localism” by Shen Bo-wen
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Twenty-First Century Bimonthly (Issue 174, June 2019)

This issue of 21st Century Review is titled “Intellectuals and Publicity”, accompanied 

by a number of articles that involve dialogues on publicity in the hope of developing 

a rough and identifiable way of thinking through detailed discussions on the situation 

of China.

The Twenty-First Century Review
Intellectuals and Publicity
“The Major Challenge of the Chinese Regime Today” by Zhao Ding-xin

“From Enlightenment Intellectuals to Public Intellectuals” by Rong Jian

Research Articles
“May Fourth as Real Politics” by Hans van de Ven

“The Cultural Cold War in Hong Kong: The Chinese Student Weekly and the Asia 
Foundation, 1950-1970 (Part I)” by Poshek Fu

“The Shanghai Association of Counter-Restoration: A Case Study of Left-Wing 
Extremists during the Chinese Cultural Revolution (Part I)” by Dong Guo-qiang 
and Fan Jian-zheng

“China’s New Documentary Movement Theory Revisited” by Wang Chi

For issue content, please visit the Twenty-First Century Bimonthly website:  
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/ics/21c/.
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Studies in Chinese Linguistics (Volume 40, Number 1),  
T. T. Ng Chinese Language Research Centre 

Studies in Chinese Linguistics (Volume 40, Number 1) has been released. There 

are three articles in this issue:

1.   Mara Frascarelli and Marco Casentini: “The Interpretation of Null Subjects 

 in a Radical Pro-drop Language: Topic Chains and Discourse-semantic 

 Requirements in Chinese”

2.  Chengru Dong and Dawei Jin: “An Enthymematic Account of the Deduction  

 of the Negative Meaning of the Chinese Shenme-based Rhetorical Question  

 Construction”

3.  Lani Freeborn and John Rogers: “Nonlinguistic Factors that Affect the   

 Degree of Foreign Accent in Second Language Mandarin”

This is an open-access journal distributed by Sciendo (formerly known as De 

Gruyter Open). PDF copies of these articles can be downloaded freely via http://

www.cuhk.edu.hk/ics/clrc/.

The Republic of China and Its Eyewitness Accounts

The publication is a collection of the essays of the symposium, “Republic 

of China and Its Eyewitness Accounts” hosted by the Research Centre for 

Contemporary Chinese Culture in May 2017.

With the recent opening of new archives, diaries, memoirs, etc., researchers are 

provided with an important opportunity to deepen their study on the history 

of the Republic of China. The symposium invited more than 20 scholars from 

Mainland China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Japan and South Korea to reveal the 

background for the occurrence of a series of major historical events through 

their study of these precious historical materials. The publication of their essays 

reflected the latest research achievements in the study of the history of the 

Republic of China.

Books
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Divine Power: The Dragon in Chinese Art

This bilingual catalogue with full-colour illustrations is published in conjunction 

with the exhibition “Divine Power—The Dragon in Chinese Art”, which features 

almost 200 exhibits dating from the Neolithic period to the 20th century, including 

ceramics, metals, jade and stones, scholarly objects, textiles and paintings, etc. It 

also includes essays written by Zhao Feng, Curator of the China National Silk 

Museum and Prof. Peter Y. K. Lam, former Director of the Art Museum, CUHK.

Refilling the Interregnum: Newly Discovered Imperial 
Porcelains from Zhengtong, Jingtai and Tianshun Reigns 
(1436–1464) of the Ming Dynasty

This bilingual catalogue with full-colour illustrations is published in conjunction 

with the exhibition “Refilling the Interregnum: Newly Discovered Imperial 

Porcelains from Zhengtong, Jingtai and Tianshun Reigns (1436–1464) of the Ming 

Dynasty”, which features 158 selected items of the latest archaeological discoveries 

in 2014 from the collection of Jingdezhen Imperial Ware Museum and contains six 

units, including “Grand Masterpieces”, “Imperial Amusements”, “Tableware”, 

“Remnants of the Glorious Age”, “A Period of Transition”, and “The Success Story” 

with exhibit images from multi-angles and showing the details. Five essays written 

by experts from the Jingdezhen Ceramics Archaeological Institute, the Jingdezhen 

Ceramics Institute, Peking University, Korea University and the Art Museum, The 

Chinese University of Hong Kong. Appendix on major events from the Reigns of 

Zhengtong to Tianshun, a comparison table of porcelain motifs from the Xuande 

to Chenghua reigns, information on three-reign period vessels with year marks, and 

Jingdezhen porcelain excavated from dated tombs of the three reign periods and 

abstracts of opening lecture and symposium are included as well.
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Xuanhuitang Lecture Series, Art Museum
16 August 2019 (Fri) 3–5 p.m.

Topic 1: Figure Paintings of Ren Bonian 
Speaker 1: ZHANG Jin (Associate Professor, Department of Fine Arts, CUHK)
Medium: Putonghua

Topic 2: Xu Beihong’s Portrait of Ren Bonian 
Speaker 2: Chan Fong Fong (PhD, Department of Fine Arts, CUHK)
Medium: Cantonese

Registration: https://goo.gl/forms/YWrbZ9Q0IeWOJ7cY2

Art Hit, Art Museum

Would you like to immerse yourself into Chinese arts for 20 minutes after 

lunch? The Director of the Art Museum is ready to share some highlighted 

exhibits at the following guided tours:

Dates: 5 July 2019 (Friday) & 16 August 2019 (Friday)
Time: 1:30–1:50 p.m.
Meeting Point: Bookstore, Gallery II, Art Museum
Language: Cantonese

No registration required. Please be punctual.

Ancient Chain Making Workshop, Art Museum
Chinese ancient chains made of precious metals are beautifully produced, but 
researches on their techniques are rare. “Ancient Chinese Gold Techniques” is a 
collaborative research project by the Art Museum of The Chinese University of 
Hong Kong, the Master Studio of Chow Tai Fook and other institutions. It is the 
first attempt to use interdisciplinary methods to recover several major ancient 
goldworking techniques. 

The workshop, which is a fruit of the research project, is divided into two sections. 
It begins with a brief lecture by Dr. Sam Tong, Postdoctoral Fellow of the Art 
Museum, on the techniques of precious metal chain making in ancient China and 
their cultural exchanges with other regions in Eurasian. The lecture will be followed 
by a demonstration by Mr. Andy Tsang, an expert of jewelry production at Chow 
Tai Fook Jewellery Co., Ltd. Participants are expected to finish a silver bracelet 
using the ancient method under the instruction of Mr. Tsang.

Date: 14 July 2019 (Sunday) & 20 July 2019 (Saturday)
Time: 14:30 – 17:00
Venue: Loupe (Address: H410, 35 Aberdeen Street, PMQ, Central, Hong Kong)
Quota: 10 people for each session (Registration required; deposit: $200)
Target: Aged 12 or above
Language: Cantonese         

 *Remark: Equipment and 
material costs are included.

*Registration: 
https://www.loupe.com.hk/
en/workshop
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Editor ia l  Board Committee

Editor  :  La i  Ch i- t im

Members  :  Yeung Ch ing Nam, Cher r y

Luncheon seminar, USC
The Universities Service Centre for China Studies (USC) will organize one luncheon seminar:

Topic：The Choices in Minority Mobility: Taking the Buyi People as an Example

Date: 9 July 2019 (Tuesday) 

Time: 12:00 – 13:30

Speaker: DUAN Haiyan, (East China University of Political Science and Law )

Language: Putonghau

Venue: Universities Service Centre for China Studies, 8/F, Tin Ka Ping Building 

Retrospective and Prospective of China's Education System, USC

Since the reform and opening-up, China's economy has boomed along with social progress, achievements which have 

drawn the world's attention. However, the transformation of the economy and social structure has created all kinds 

of conflicts and problems. Since 2013, the Chinese government has repeatedly stressed the will to eradicate poverty, 

to improve people's livelihood, and to gradually achieve common prosperity. This involves the implementation of 

related policies to promote social development. China's decision-making policy is a collaborative effort among 

government, academia, think tanks, and the target group, in which academics and think tanks play an irreplaceable 

essential role.

To promote relevant academic exchanges and policy researches, the Universities Service Centre for China Studies 

of the Chinese University of Hong Kong will hold a series of seminars on Chinese Society and Policy. The theme of 

the fifth meeting is “Retrospective and Prospective of China's Education System ". We will invite nine speakers from 

mainland China, overseas as well as Hong Kong based scholars in order to bring a more global and comparative 

dimension to discuss the current situation and future of Chinese society. They will engage in a dialogue with experts 

and general public on how to improving China's education system (or policy) with respect to coverage of vulnerable 

groups, such as rural students, etc. 

Date: 23 July 2019 (Tuesday) 

Time: 9:00 – 18:00

Venue: Universities Service Centre for China Studies, 8/F, Tin Ka Ping Building 


