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Background of Students
• Estate school in the NT

• Pupils lack parental support (esp. in learning English)

• Study:  P.4 Ss

• English standard 

A B BC C D

Low High Highest High Low



Analysis of Students’ performance
• Internal assessment (exam): 

GE / Reading & Writing / Speaking / Listening / Dict. 
• Weak: Writing 

• BCA results (P3 BCA, 2017):
Better: Speaking and Listening 
Average: Reading 
To be improved: Writing

Writing
• write in context 
• not rich in content

WRITING !!!



Level GE Reading + Writing Listening Speaking Dictation

Time 
(minutes) 40 40 30 5-10 30

P.1

100
(5+95)

50 50

25 25

Cont. Ass.
50

(Ave: 
Best 2 

out of 3)

P.2

P.3

P.4

60 40P.5

P.6

Total Mark: 300

Internal Assessment: Component and Weighting



Phonics-
Reading aloud

GE paper



Picture description –
Generating ideas



Speaking



Reading and Writing 



Briefing of the project

• Cycle 1 - Implementation of Writing 
Strategies – OREO Framework
(Topic: Old HK Vs HK nowadays)

• Cycle 2 - Assessment Criteria-based 
Writing – Self/Peer evaluation 
Rubrics (Topic: Healthy Eating)



Cycle 1: Implementation of Writing Strategies  
• Task: Students have to write about the difference of HK 

50 years ago and nowadays

• High input before writing

• Using Graphic Organizer (OERO)

to lead more elaboration of ideas:

O – Opinion

R - Reason

E - Explanation

O - Opinion restated 



Student’s Sample (Weak Class)
O: I like Hong Kong nowadays.

R: There are many shopping malls.

E: There are Yoho Mall, 
Yuen Long Plaza and 
Kolour.

O: I like Hong Kong 
nowadays since there 
are many shopping 
malls. There are 

Yoho Mall, Yuen Long 
Plaza and Kolour. We can shop and buy
things. We like to buy clothes, toys
and food there.



Cola is unhealthy. It is high in sugar. If you 
drink a lot of cola, you will have diabetes. Soft 
drinks are bad for us. We must not drink too 
much cola.



Sweets are unhealthy. They are high in sugar. 
If you eat too many sweets, you will be 
overweight. Sugary food is bad for us. We 
must not eat too many sweets.



Difficulties found

• Ss could not give enough support to 
the ideas in Cycle 1

•Assessment tool: not satisfactory 

Cycle 2  
(Assessment + Fact & Opinion)



Cycle 2 : 
Self/Peer assessment

• Task: Write about a meal and decide 

whether it is healthy or not and give 

suggestions.

• Using Graphic Organizer (OERO)

• Stating Facts and Opinions

• Writing rubrics:

-what criteria teachers are looking for

-reflect on their own writing 



Students’ work
Sample

Assess Students’ Understanding

Facts:
1. Soya is the main ingredient.
2. Soya milk contains a lot of protein

Opinions:
1. Soya is yummy.
2. Soya milk is a healthy food.
3. We need to drink soya milk every day.



Express opinion & give advice

Describe the lunch





Self / Peer Assessment Rubrics



Reflection

• Students wrote with more details, elaborations and 

supporting  ideas.

• Clear Writing Rubrics: Teachers gave very clear and 

specific criteria and thus students knew how to 

write better

• “Graphic Organizer”: an effective way to develop 

students’ thinking skills and expression of ideas.



Data-driven Decision
• Importance of Assessment Literacy 

( L&T effectiveness and Students’ Performance)

• Alignment of assessment and teaching

(Workshops done and existing assessment policy)

• Trial 1 – A session on  distinguishing facts from  opinions 

was  set in the final examination paper. 

• Trial 2 – OERO type of writing was included in the 

writing examination

• A sharing on applying  graphic organizers in language 

learning was done in Panel meeting

• Assessment Guidelines and Policy would be amended.



Alignment - Exam Paper



122 Ss %

All correct 46 38%

-2% 37 30%

-4% 22 18%

-6% 17 14%



Future plan/ Cycle 3

• Enhancement of Assessment Literacy (Alignment)

• Good practice and setting of assessment paper in English




