Role of foreign domestic helpers (FDHSs) in
Hong Kong Chinese children’s language
development in Cantonese and in English
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SUMMARY H 2T Fre 22

* Factors influencing HK Chinese
children’s language performance  * WRUFTCHAEI(A-SH ) B E AR R Sl Eah 5 R

over a 4-5 year period IR 2

* Both benefits and trade-offs in
Hong Kong Chinese children’s o DI TNREYE a1 5 ah 2 Ge K A F K
language learning found in
association with:

* Presence of foreign domestic - FHEAIMEZRE R T
helpers (FDHs) at home - R AL
* Socioeconomic status - X E [ v 1

* Home reading habits



STUDY PARTICIPANTS W2

* 194 Hong Kong Chinese 194 B E T

families (55% female, 45% SNGLE: 55% 201, 45% 514
male) - LIEE R

R EEE SN ERGES
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* First language: Cantonese

e Based on a sample of infants

=
recruited from Maternal and (io?:gif?llg\% -
Child Health Clinics and tested AEONDTILE 2 ST 22 JIL AR
from 2001-2011 (ages 1-11) AR R IUBIRFIAREA (2005422 20095)

e Study reported performance in
years 2005-2009 (ages 5-9)



STUDY PARTICIPANTS W FE 5

English-FDH
Cantonese-FDH
M No-FDH

* English-FDH: English-speaking , S
helper took care of the child at %%%%%é{”%ﬁ%%%ﬂﬁ AT R T SRR
age 5
Cantonese-FDH (& 5z A
e Cantonese-FDH: Cantonese- %% EABHF K %ﬁéﬁ ng %ﬁ%‘ﬁ/ﬁ
speaking helper took care of the ;
child at age 5 ©Mor 9'27% i éﬁ {%I L



STUDY PARTICIPANTS W FE 5

™ English-FDH
Cantonese-FDH
® No-FDH
e 60% of families had no FDHs
e 40% of families had FDHs . 60%HE S HEFYNES FEE T
e Most FDHs were from the « A0%HIZXEH R INEZ E R L

Philippines and Indonesia o REMDBINEF FEE TR EIEEE LEE



STUDY PARTICIPANTS i aES]

« B BREE
* Parental education -HEEEINEE RE(E T4H: TER 2 5 FEE
Yl = = W, Zovg]
 Significantly higher in groups A RAERE R L T —2H A

with FDHs (F.6-7 to tertiary) than 2HSia/MERE(R TAH AR EIR S

no FDHs (F.1-5) o SCREZA
e Parental income - BB N EE 22 e L 4H:

~ . I AR —EHE TN B EE =T
 Significantly higher in groups i
with FDHs (10k-19k/20k-39k ‘ 1 o~
| Faln G S AL
income range) than no FDHs (4 “aepu 2 71 11/ B l—EE BT T
I/ 10k Speome rRE ST SRS E M LA SRR A




MEASURES HIE

Parent survey 3 "

* Demographic profile © XRHG

* Home reading habits TSRS
3 - SRR

Yearly tests from ages 5-9
 Chinese (Cantonese) vocabulary  * 5 E 72 TUs ARG

* English vocabulary - (R PR ) Erl et
Yearly tests from ages 6-9 - A S

* Chinese character recognition i il
* English word reading * REEISE U ARETHE
Statistical controls to account for __szé[zii’;ﬁ
socioeconomic status and home AT R

reading habits



RESULTS
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English Vocabulary

—No-FDH —Cantonese-FDH

English-FDH
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* Benefit: Children with English-speaking
FDHs > other children over time

 Mother’s education positively related to
outcome (+)

 Number of English books at home
positively related to outcome (+)
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RESULTS Zh
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Chinese Character Recognition * Trade-off: Children with English-speaking
FDHs < other children over time

* Frequency of reading in Chinese
positively related to outcome (+),

* Frequency of reading in English negatively
related to outcome (-)
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RESULTS e

Chinese Vocabulary
* No relationship with presence of FDHs

* Frequency of reading in Chinese (+)

* Frequency of reading in English (-)
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RESULTS e

English Word Reading
* No relationship with presence of FDHs

* Mother’s education (+)

* Number of English books at home (+)
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CONCLUSIONS L5 Em

* Benefit: English-speaking FDHs
allow HK children to converse

o HH N FEESEESE R T A
in English informally H ) ATt 2% IS RE R L

-8 R EREEEEERIT
- BXIR ¢ R A BN L R T O

* Trade-off: English-speaking
FDHs may not be able to

provide direct assistance in
learning Chinese characters * FEHEA I FETRE R B
AE o o e N Ry B

e Socioeconomic status and
reading habits important too



RELATED LITERATURE FH B8 SR

* Similar results in previous studies * BEAIWIFEAHLHIGER
- FHE NS RE (B A4 HEEE A

* Kindergarten chilfjren with S i s (] P e 2 s A

FDHs: Better English vocabulary, G M T

but worse Cantonese vocabulary

i PRSI IR
* Fourth-grade children with i R GE T AR RE ST IR (Tse et al,, 2009)

FDHs: Higher English reading

comprehension (e et al., 2009) Y ﬁqc‘@ﬁﬁé ore o B YR Sl A

] ) FO RGNS » (BB SRS 2

* School-aged children with s 2015}

FDHs: Higher English subject

scores, no effect on Chinese (rng &
Yung, 2016)



RELATED LITERATURE FH B8 SR

* Similar results in an ongoing o N—IHET IR A BRI

study in Hong Kong - R PR RIS MRS EE IR LAY SEHR AR K B R
ESHR SUE

* School-aged children with FDHs
in twins and singletons: Higher

e B 77 s S e
English vocabulary scores, but i %jﬂﬂ%%ﬁqﬁ%g%ﬁilﬁ Wil a0
lower in Chinese vocabulary and - B R S GRS B AR i S LA TRt e 93

Chinese character recognition
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* Current study may be the first
longitudinal investigation of this
topic
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RECOMMENDATIONS

* To parents

* With English-FDH: Provide extra
support for Chinese character
learning

* With English-FDH: Equip FDHs with
skills to deepen English-language
interactions at home, e.g. dialogic
reading

* Without English-FDH: Provide
more English language exposure,
e.g. joining English-language
storytelling in public libraries
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RECOMMENDATIONS

* To educators s GEHE TIFEIVES:
* Provide more opportunities
for “natural” interactions in - RNANE/ S B e R PR Sk
second language learning i U B H AN R AR

* English-language support and
resources for children from - B R IR Iy AN 5] AR B R E
poorer backgrounds T SR TR
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