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The Evolution of the Concept of International

Relations in Nineteenth-Century China

(A Summary)

Wang Erh-mi

relations in the. ni‘ne{ ath century, in other words, the way Sinocentricism yielded
to the realization of equality of all powers. It also deals with the formation of rela-
tionship by China with her neighbouring states from ancient times till the modern
period and its significance. The discussion falls under four heads:

First, the theory and institution of the mainteinece of international relations in
traditional China. Sinocentricism has its origin from the phrase ‘China proper and the
five outlying areas’ (wu fu FiJR) in the Book of History. This concept was essen-
tially an ideal based on unity and harmony; it was not by itself a policy. But it was
later held as a golden rule and became a basis upon which the relationship between
China and foreign countries was built. As to the idea of the ‘Middle Kingdom’, it was
developed from the feudalistic system of the i\
foundation in the O
stated that ‘No land

his loyal subject.’ .

L ich had its theoretical
 the ‘Book of Poetry. There it is
: ong to the emperor, nor any people not
‘in“the ancient work the Spring and Autumn Annals, the
status and authorlty of Emperor Chou as the master of the people were constantly
asserted. Through the promotion of Confucius, Mencius and Ssu-ma Chien, the idea
of revering the ‘Middle Kingdom’ was deeply implanted in minds of the people. As
this concept was upheld by emperors of all dynasties, it developed into one of a
full-fledged tributary system in the Ming and Ch’ing dynasties, and it became realized
in Sinocentricism and a relationship between the Middle Kingdom and foreign coun-
tries during the last five hundred years.

Second, China’s adaptation to international relations under the impact from the
West. Here we deal with the changes that took place when China’s ‘Good Faith
Diplomacy’ was challenged by ‘Power Diplomacy’. The Chinese people then began to
move away from the understanding of the ‘

weapons to contem
sovereignty, internatio
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Third,@a retrospect of the relations among states in the Spring and Autumn and
Warring States Periods and the advocacy of vigilance of the Russians. As the Chinese
people in the nineteenth century were confronted with a totally different political
situation, they naturally fell back on antecedents in ancient times and tried to under-
stand the present situation in terms of the Warring states. From this, their sinocentric
ideas gave way to the realization of the equality of all powers, and they began to
understand that the annexing of the weak and deceptive tactics in international inter-
Jarting Period. By such

balance of power. Every Chinese, through an understanding of power politics, be-
gan to seé:\the nature of Western intrusion and the hard facts of colonialism. Their
understanding of the concept of equality in internationa] relations led to the know-
edge of the principles underlying international intercourse among Western states,
diplomacy, law, balance of power and alliance. They further considered the possibility
of arbitration through an international body.




