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A Review of Yii Yin’s Epitaph in the Chin Dynasty

(A Summary)

Wang Jan-chong

“ 1e Chin Dynasty 4 located in Kao-
t’ang county of S xcavated. An epitaph was discovered
inside the tomb. Thet € 1nscr1pt10ns on the lid. These inscriptions, strange in struc-
ture and with strokes ample at the upper end and pointed at the lower end, differ from
the regular script and the seal script commonly found in epitaphs. The author of Chien-
pao (% # mistakenly interpreted these inscriptions as characters of Nii-chén X11. In
this article, the author points out that the inscriptions was not of the Nii-chén’s script,
but were one type of ancient script. The strokes of this script are ample at the upper
end and pointed at the lower end. The head of each stroke is thick and the tail thin,
resembling the shape of tadpoles. Thus it was called the Tadpole script %l s in the
Wei-Chin £ 1§ period. The author compares these 1nscr1pt10ns with ancient script found
in the Han-chienil'fij and the Ku-wén-ssii-shéng-yiin & 2LVUiii collections. He finds
that the inscriptions in this epitaph were mainly drawn from the Ku-wén-ssii-shéng-yiin
and a few words came from the Han-chien. In the past th Pz l;ko-pez 41/%63“@ of the
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