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A History of Northern:Sung Pluloop by Ten Scholars

(A Summary)

Wong Yuk

Despite political prejudices and printing errors, this book deserves reading. Most
philosophical works of Mainland China overstress the function of class-consciousness.
Actually wealth and power cannot determine one’s thought or conviction. Pitiably the
“Introduction” and “Conclusion’ are swarming with biased propaganda. Shih Chieh, one of
Fan Chung-yen’s best disciples, was almost neglected Those! pt ns concerning Su Hsiin
and Su Ch’ieh, as well as Taoism an le and shallow. The authors
misunderstood tha \ ‘mastered Buddhism. 1 felt no
~ g of Buddhlst “emptiness” was. As K’ang Yu-
wei indicated, ever since Hsiin Tzu was attacked by Han Yii and P’i Jih-hsiu, the esteem of
thinkers has been directed towards Mencius; the relationship between Mencius and Hsiin Tzu
resembles that between Lu-Wang and Ch’eng-Chu.

The book emphasized the materialistic monism of Hu Yiian, Li Kou, Chang Tsai, Shao
Yung, Wang An-shih and Ou-yang Hsiu, who was improperly disregarded in Ch’eng I-shan’s
Theories of Primal Material Force in Ancient China. Having elaborated on Wang Pi’s
commentary on the Book of Changes, Li Kou nevertheless used mystical numerical imageries
in the interpretation of the process of the five elements. Liu Mu, Li’s adversary, considered
Nothingness or the Supreme Ultimate to be metaphysical substances.I believe Wang An-shih’s
doctrine of duality in duality inspired Chu Hsi’s theory that Yin and Yang each has in itself
Yin and Yang. Wang probably influenced Tai Chen to study Nan-ching (The Classic of
Difficult Issues). Unfortunately Wang once remarked, “If so many words were missing, then
the Spring and Autumn Annals can only be tattered court ttes, Careless scholars

Hui-ch’ing explained a0 as One (Prrmal M.attér;‘Energy) together with its prmc1ples wh11e
Chang and Shen K'uo (K'ua) regarded Li as natural laws. Chang’s terminology *“Nature of
heaven and earth” taken from the Tai-p’ing Ching of Later Han already included what he
called “Nature of disposition”. As to the Ch’eng brothers, the author correctly distinguished
between the elder’s inclination for introspection and the younger’s resort to external
investigations.




