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(A Summary)

Wang-chi Wong

Hu Feng was among the first victims in the Communists’ attempt to tighten control over
literature after the establishment of their rule in China. Being labelled the ringleader of an anti-
Party and anti-revolutionary clique, he was arrested in May 1955 and imprisoned for
twenty-five years. It was not until three years after his death that a rehabllltatlon satisfactory
to his family was announced by the Central Committee of the ccp.’

portant actor, the fact that in the thirties there had been direct
7 en- Hu and Zhou Yang, the man assigned by Mao to take charge of
r 1949, should not be neglected. Zhou, who was then already heading the
left-wing literary circles, had differences with Hu Feng in a number of issues, mostly centered
around Lu Xun, “the sage of modern China™.

The present paper is an attempt to look carefully into the relationship between Lu Xun
and Hu Feng, his “senior disciple”. It attempts to trace the development of their friendship, to
ferret out the reasons why Hu was ablé to win the absolute confidence of Lu Xun, and to
determine how their friendship affected the relationship between Lu Xun and Zhou Yang, as
well as that between Hu Feng and Zhou Yang. Such important issues as the internal strife of
the Chinese League of Left-wing Writers in its latter stages (1933 - 36), its dissolution and the
subsequent polemic after the dissolution, the so-called “Two Slogan Polemic”, are studied in
great detail. In short, the paper is a re-examination of th harges ‘made against Hu Feng in
respect of his relationship with Lu Xun, a first step valuation of the whole Hu Feng
case. ;




