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C Chzen ﬁ in the
Chmg-tzen shih-wén

(A Summary)

Wong Kuan lo

The character chien B is given to pronunciations in the Ching-tien shih-wén :

A: chien is read as the character stands.

B: chien is read in the same way as hsien 3.

The final in A and B i is t ile :

: “H.'which B has that of [&. This
difference between the tw Sts itself not only in meaning but also in syntactic
order. It can be illustrated e:followmg four types of sentence patterns:
Fl XAY (g “BFARKET )
X see Y. In this pattern, chien has the A reading.
F2 H°(eg, “SCRIEHEER.)
Y is to appear before someone who is not indicated. In this pattern, chien has the B
reading.
F3 YRR X (g, “BREXTMMEAL")
Y is to appear before X. In this pattern, the particle yi follows chien. Chien has
the B reading.
F4 Z 5 Y (AX) (g, “[HBEXAIRE-FHEI=RTFK]1.")
Z presents Y to X. X, the one who sees Y, need not figure in the semence Chien
has the B reading.
In conclusxon chzen in F1 is a commonly used verb. hs‘enﬂ F F4 has the B reading

dehberately called toit. Chienin F2 became a vémant of B inlater years. In F3, the question as to
who the agent is settled with reference to social rank. Chien in F4 is the causative form of F3.




