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Transcending Li Bo: On the Literary Atmosphere
of the Poetic Arena in Northern Song Times

(A Summary)

Wong Kuan-io

This paper is mainly focused on how the famous Northern Song writers attempted to learn
from the Tang poet Li Bo. Ouyang Xiu claimed that he aspired to transcend Li Bo, while Su
Shi opined that after the death of Li Bo the kind of poetic music as exemplified by the Tang
master poet had ceased to exist for three hundred years. Both Ouyang and Su are poets of
great talents and here we detect a literary atmosphere permeated with vigor and self-confidence.
They tried to create their own styles, not just imitating the master. Moreover, Wang Anshi
pointed out the weaknesses of Li Bo’s characters and proposed rectifying the then poetic
fashion by paying homage to the poetry of Du Fu. This is also a proper attitude of learning,
again signifying the transcendence of Li Bo. Huang Tingjian had high regard for Du Fu, and,
at the same time, admired Li Bo and Su Shi. Huang had benefitted himself from both poets
and others, shaking off the vulgar influence, and established the Jiangxi School of Poetry,
leaving a significant impact on the Southern Song dynasty. These poets of the Northern Song
dynasty were exactly a millennjumjaway from:us. At the beginning of the new millennium,
we, while speaking of promoting and rejuvenating Chinese culture (including Chinese
literature), have much to learn from these poets and the ways they transcended the masters.



