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A Study of Fan Zhi and His “Admonishing Siblings
in 800 Words”: The Social Function and
Historical Value of Family Admonition Poems
in Northern Song

‘(A Summary)

Ng Pak-sheung

“Admonishing Siblings in 800 words,” a family admonition poem composed by Fan Zhi, is a
primary source of profound historical and social significance. First of all, this poem supplements
parts of Fan Zhi’s live history not found in the Songshi (History of the Song), official achives,
or contemporary collected works and miscellaneous writings. They reveal particularly the
process of Confucian learning which enabled Fan Zhi to be a successful scholar-official, the
political and social advantages enjoyed by the Fans, the implementation of yinbu (protection
system), and how Fan Zhi viewed the political situation which played an important role in |
deciding what subject matters should be included in the poem. As a matter of fact, the tough
political situation created by the imperial demand for loyalty from subordinates after the
establishment of the Song dynasty explains,why Fan Zhi had to downplay the glory of his
official career. Social significance teflected:in'the poem is another point deserving special
attention. The admonitory words written in the poem reveal Fan Zhi’s eagerness to bring his
siblings to comply with morality and humbleness in social life and official career, which were
strongly believed to be a strength insuring the family to maintain various advantages. Although
Fan Zhi had tried all he could to prevent the family from declining, his effort was of no avail
as proved by the fact that his siblings were relegated to political obscurity before long. However,
family decline was not the sorrow only experienced by Fan Zhi, almost all scholar-officials
faced the same problem because it was by no means easy to keep a family in prominence for
a long time in Song China.



