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A Study of Zhou Bangyan’s Poetry

(A Summary)

Wong Kuan lo

Zhou Bangyan is best known for hislyric (ci ) composition but there had been few comments
on his shi poetry because they were thought to have been lost. However, forty-five of his
poems have been retrieved through the sustained efforts of Li E, Ting Lizhong, Luo Kanglie,
and Tan Guizhang. The present essay comprises three main parts. First, it will discuss the
poetic accomplishment of Zhou Bangyan, whose works contain the depiction of reality,
reviews of history, descriptions of scenery and utterances of ambition. They reflected the
melancholy and sorrow of intellects with deep political implications, which are very
different in style from the ci lyric. Second, it will investigate his standing in the literary arena
of the Northern Song: he was best known for his classical prose, but not famous in ci, and
was less known for his work of poetry. Lastly, it will discuss his accomplishment in poetry:
his poems possess a synthesized style of the Tang and Song, and excel in emulating Wang
Anshi’s “Jinggong ti” in sentence structure. Zhou Bangyan's work of poetry is calm and
contemplative, attentive to poetic methods and rules; he should be regarded as a poet of great
creativity and novelty in the late Northern Song and deserve a seat in the poetic arena of that
time.
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