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On the Inheritance and Assimilation of the Music
Culture of the Chinese Dynasties by the Court Music
of the Liao State

(A Summary)

Wang Fuli

The Qidan nationality did not possess a rich musical tradition of its own. After examining
the yayue #f 4%, dayue K 4%, sanyue # 4% and guchuiyue 5% "X 4% played at the Liao court,
this paper demonstrates that Liao mainly inherited and assimilated the music of the former
Chinese dynasties. It was done through the contact of the court music of the Later Jin which
inherited the music of the Han and Tang. The historical relations between the Qidan
nationality and the Han and Tang empires provided the background for an understanding of
the development of the unique features of Liao court music.
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