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(A Summary)

Wong Wang-chi

The paper covers a brief yet significant period in Lu Hsiin’s life—his stay in Canton
from January to September 1927. Apart from discussing his deeds and writings in these nine
months, it concentrates on the relationship between Lu and the C inese"Communist Party,
attempting to clarify some of the most controversml\lssue elati o Lu Hsiin’s subsequent
turn to the left.

Hsun and the CCP because Lu Hsiin

in Canton, Lu touched‘upon the issue of “people’s 11terature Further he witnessed the coup
d'état launched by the Nationalist government against the Communists in Canton in April, Lu
Hsiin said in retrospect that he was horrified by the massacres.

Having said all these, the author of the present paper still intends to argue, against the
prevailing view among mainland Chinese Lu Hsiin scholars, that Lu Hsiin was by no means
close to the Communists at that time, not to say that he himself had already been converted
to Marxism. It is pointed out here that Lu Hsiin was attracted to Canton, not by the presence
of the Communists, but by that of his lover, soon to become his common-law wife, Hsii
Kuang-p’ing. While it is true that Lu was approached by the Communists, he was also
surrounded by right-wingers, as all the top positions of the Sun Yat-sen University were filled
by senior members of the KMT. Lu had not yet started reading systematically Marxist works
and his discussion on “people’s literature” d1d not mentlon anythi Ut proletarian class
struggle Though dlsmayed at the KMT vheire teaching post at the university
people have suggested, he protested against the

KMT regime.

Nevertheless, while believing that there was much exaggeration over the relationship
between Lu Hsiin and the CCP in past discussions of the topic, the author also feels that the
impact of his brief stay in Canton on Lu should not be underestimated. As Lu Hstin himself
claimed, it was during this period that his belief in evolution was shattered. Some scholars
maintain that Lu Hsiin experienced a psychological crisis after he had witnessed the mas-
sacres in Canton. Disappointed with the KMT, he looked for new ways to save China, and
this opened the way to his subsequent conversion to Marxism.




