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T ang-Su‘ng\ScﬁhooI ‘of CIassncaI Prose in the Ming

(A Summary)

Kwong Kin Hung

The Four Masters of the T"ang-Sung School of classical prose in the Ming were Wang
Shen-chung, T’ang Shun-chih, Mao K’un and Kui Yu-kuang. At.the same time, all four
excelled in the shih-wen B§ (exammatlon prose)\o ¢ 3 (eight-legged essay)
as well. These four wri : Sict ¢ writing of examination prose. They
employed the technlqu lassmal prose and infused their pa-ku-wen with the eloquence
of classical prose. In g writers in the T’ang-Sung School of classical prose did better
in their examination prose than those in the Ch’in-Han School. The reasons are that the two
camps 1) differ in the method by which they learned the classical prose style; 2) differ in the
attitude they took towards prose work in the T ang and Sung dynasties; 3) differ in their view
on the relation between the tao & and wen L .




